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OF THE 

ENGLISH REGICIDES, 



The Life of JOHN LISLE, Efq. 

John lisle, Efq. was defcended from a very 
ancient and .good family, called L'Iflcs, or de In- 
fula : he went into the army, as many others of 
the gentlemen of the* law did, and behaved with 
great bravery. He was entirely in the intereft of 
the army, and fubfcribed to every form they 
were pleafed to fct up. He became one of the 
cbmmiffioners of the great feal to Oliver the pro- 
tedtor, who called him to his other houfe as a 
peer ; where, with thofe equally diftinguifhed, I 
have mentioned him. I (hall, therefore, only re- 
mark here, that he fat as one of the king's judges 
every day, except in the Painted Chamber on the 
1 8th, 20th, 22d, i24th, and 25th; and figned nhc 
warrant for the king's violent death. 
Vol. II. B 
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He was profcribed by parliament «bfoltiteljr» 
but efTecfted his efcape to Laufanne^ in Switzer« 
Jand^ where he was afTaflinated bjrThe procurement 
of the queen mother ; his death was due^ but the 
manner of it was not to bejuftified. Few cha« 
i^Aers have been more juftly defpifed than his 
was. 
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fbeUfe ^/THOMAS LISTER, E/q, 

I'homas LisTiR, Efq. was of a very iiltieht and 
rtfpcftabic family iii the counry of Lincoln, and 
went into the parlikitifent army, where he rofe to be 
a lieutenant colonel; ^nd thfe parliament made him 
one of their (Sotnmittcc in his oWh cOuhty. 

Hi Was nam^d one of the high court of juftice^ 
as they had the -effirontry to call it, to try the 
king; and he fat on January loth, 17th, and aoth, 
in the Painted Chamber, and on the laft-mcntioned 
day in Weftminfter Hall ; but probably he was not 
pleafed with his difgraceful office; for he never 
fat afterwards, nor figned the warrant for execu- 
tion. 

He was trufted and employed by the proteiSfor 
Oliver, who made him deputy governor of Lin- 
coln. He was living in 1657 ; and probably he 
furvived the reftoration, when, from the lenity of 
the government, he was perfectly fafe. Blome 
mentions Michael Lifter, of BurwcU, Efq. and 
William Lifter, of Coleby, Efq. both in Lincoln- 
fliire ; the former was erifiployed by the ppote<flor 
Oliver. 
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The Life of Sir MICHAEL LIVESEY, Bart.^ 

Sir Michael Livesey was created a baronet 
July II, 1627, by King Charles I. In the patciit 
h^ is defcribed, of Eaft-churqh, in the Ifle of 
Sheppey, in the county of Kent. 

' He is reprefented as a very extravagant de- 
bauchee, \i7ho^ tp augment his fortppes^ entered 
into • the piarl lament acrxjy. In 1644 he ^^^^^ with 
tfie approbiition of bo^th boufes of parliamei^t, ap- .. 
pointed a colonel of hprfe., 

' Whe;]i Sir Richard Hardrefs had befieged Dover 
Ciiftle, in i648, with two thoufand men, and h^d 
taken the block houfes, ordnance, and aramuni- . 
tiq^i^ he marched with Colonel Rich thither, and 
obliged Sir Richard to leave the place, and ob- 
t^i^n^d all, tjiAt.had been taken; wbilft Colonel 
Rich-purfued the flying troops. 

^ Soon after this, he went againft the Earl of 
Holland ; but he did not much diftinguifh him- 
fef ih arms under liis commander Sir William 
Waller J but, on the contrary, he has been taxed 
with being a mod notorious coward, 

^He was appointed one of the king's judges ; 
and thougli he had received his honours from his 
majefty, yet did this difgraceful chariafter dare to 
fit in judgment upon him. He was eveiy day in 
Weftminfter Hall ; and in the Painted Chamber 
on the 19th, 20th, 22d, 23d, 25th, 26th, 27th, 
and 29th, of January j and he figned the warrant 
to clofe the tragic fcenc. 
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During the remainder of the ufurpation, he 
continued to be fwayed with whatever power pre- 
vailed. He was (herifF of Kent part of the year 
1655-6, and part of 1657, and continued in the 
committee. 

At the reftorarion he wa:s abfolutely preclu-. 
ded pardon; bat he eluded the puniftiment he 
fo emhiently deferved ; and though the utmoft 
inquiries were made, yet he was never more heard 
of, dying, it was fuppofed, fome where abroad:. 

This very profligate charafter ftcmed to efteem 
money as the fole good, having not even a pre- 
tence to fcrve the public. His avaricious dif- 
poifition juftly procured him the appellation of 
** Pluhder-mafter-gcheral of Kent.'* What a 
mortification to hirti, to leave all his ill-acquired 
wealth, and fink into contempt and fcorn ! 

His daughter Ann was married to Sir Richard 
Sprignell, of Coppenthorpe, in Yorklhire,. created 
a baronet hy JCing Charles I. in 164 1. 
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The Life of NICOLAS LOVE, B/q, 

Nicolas Love, Efq. was the fon of Dodo? 
Lovp, of AVinchcHcr, aqd became chamber-fellew 
of Mr. Lenthal, afterward^ fpqiker qf the houf^p 
of Cominons, whilfl at Lincoln*4;-Inn* He was 
appointed one of the king's judges^ and fat very 
conflantly during the mock trial, being in the 
Painted Chamber all the day?, except January the 
thirteenth^ eigteentb, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, 
and twenty-ninth; and in all t;h(: iittings ia 
Weftminfter Hall, and confequently gfvp judge- 
ment againft his fovereign, for whofe deftrui^ioo 
he feemed peculiarly anxious ; and was one of the 
fccret committee; but he did not fign the warrant 
for execution. 

There was fomcthjng pepuliarly infamous in 
this gentleman's cpndudt throughout; for as ^ 
member of parliament, as a lawyer, he was doubly 
forfeiting his allegiance and his oath, s^nd of all 
others he could lefs plead ignorance of the crime 
he was committing; but probably his having re- 
ceived the valuable place of one of the fix clerks 
in fhancery, in the room of the loyal Mr. Pen- 
ruddock, worth a thoufai^d pounds a year, dc- 
termined him to go any 'length that his matters, 
the armyi ftiould dircd: him. He had in the pre- 
ceding month gone from the houfe of commons 
with a meffagc to the courts of law in Weftminfter 
Hall, to order them not to fit, becaufe neither 
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the clicnts^nor council could, with freedom, at- 
tend ; and yet he could ad here in a juiito of thfc 
houfc, formed by the army^ in a court conftituteS 
by both, and fiirrounded with foldiers, and the 
whole army occupying the city of London ; — he 
could fit in this very court, when he knew it con- 
trary to every principle of the Englifh confti-i 
tution. Aflurance itfelf muft blulh at fuch ef- 
frontry. 

He was appointed in 165 1 one of the council 
of ftate ; during the ufurpation, he continued in 
every form of government that came uppermoft ; 
and as he had been one of the committee-men of 
Hamplhire, named by the parliament at the com- 
mencement of the troubles, fo he remained until 
the end of it. 

In December 1659, he was aflifting in fecufing 
Portfmduth to the parliament, and had their 
thanks for '^ his good fervices,** a<f):ing then in 
conjundlion with General Monk, who impofed 
upon him, as' he had done moft others ; but fee- 
ing at length, what he moft dreaded, that Monk's 
aims all tended to reftore the legal government^ . 
he very prudently withdrew from the kingdom^ 
and reached the continent in fafety. 

The parliament, in the claufe of pains and 
penalties to be inflicted upon fuch of the king's 
judges that were living, profcribed him, both as 
to life and property; the wealth, therefore, for 
which he had fo fcandaldufly proftituted himfclf, 
became forfeited ^ and he lived in Laufaijne, a 
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vretchod c:|Cile^ conftantly .fearing alTa^^tion b^ 
the procurement of fome employed for that bafe 
purpofe by the family of his murdered jD^fl;er« 

Richard Love^ of Gretham^ £fq. in the countf 
of Hants, rpeutioned by ^Ipme^ wf $^ no doub^ 
nearly allied to him. 
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The Ufe of JOHN LOWRY, Efy. 

JpHjN LowKY, Efq. was a raeitiher of the long 
. pgrl|a«>eiit^ as one of the reprefcntativ^es of the 
towa of Cambridge, and one of the parliaxnciit 
committee for that place, in which fituation fee 
was continued by the Protedor Oliver, and was 
}iying in 1657 ; fo that probably he furvived the 
. i;i&ftoration. I have never feen any other circum- 
fta;ice relative to him ; happily he did not diftin- 
gyifl^ Jiimfelf in this dreadful tragedy, fo that his 
name, though put in the commiffion to try the 
king, is not branded with the odious appellations 
pf traitor »nd regicide. 
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The Life of EDMOND LUDLOW, E/q. 

Edmond Ludlow, Efq. was cldeft fon and 
heir of 3ir Henry Ludlow, Knt. of a very an- 
cient and refpeftable family, originally of Shrop- 
fliire, but removed from thence into Wilts, where 
they pofTcffed fuch influence, that they had often 
reprefented that county in parliament, as did Sir 
Henry at the commencement of the laft, and 
ever memorable one called by King Charles L 

At the breaking out of the civil war he was 
a ftudent in one of the Inns at law, and became 
enrolled amongft the hundred young gentlemen 
who formed the life guard to the parliament ge- 
neral, the Earl of Effcx, and which was com- 
manded by Sir Philip Stapylton ; after the bat- 
tle of Edgehill, he obtained a troop of horfe, 
having in this engagement greatly diflinguifheci 
himfelf ; and aflifting in the redudion of War- 
dour Caftle, he was appointed governor of it. 

He marched foon after to Warminfter, in 
Wilts ; but after a vigorous xefiftence, was obliged 
to furrcnder that caftle; he was fent a prifoner 
to Oxford ; and after every attempt was made to 
win him to the royal intereft without fuccc^fs, he 
was fet at liberty, and appointed by the parlia- 
ment IhcrifF of Wiltfhire ; foon after he became 
a major of horfe, under Sir Arthur Hefelriggc, 
and when only iwenty-thrte years old, appointed 
a colonel of horfe. 

Ever after this, his military career was brilli- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THS LIFS OP, fee. II 

iLVitj he laid the city of Salifbury under Gontribu* 
tion, rendered Stourton-houfe untenable, and 
having obliged Sir Ralph Hopton*s garrifon to 
leave it, marched into Surry ; in the interim, he 
vas elected in the room of his deceafed father, 
a member for the county of Wilt5. 

It is evident that he was one of the few who 
determined to deftroy the regal power, when he 
iirft drew the fword, having the moft manifeft 
perfonal hatred to the king, and which he feems 
to have imbibed from his father j young as he 
"was he had penetration to fee the aim of mofl, 
if not all the panics in the ftate ; he fided with 
the parliament, but only fo far as they were ene- 
mies to the king, his ahn was that the army 
ihould be brought to put the king to death, and 
then fettle a popular government, and that done, 
to make all obedient to the new fyftcm ; but the 
grmy on the contrary aded a very different part; 
as might be expe<fted ; for they obliged the gar- 
bled houfe of commons to give them a fiftitious 
Authority to do this iniquitous deed, and then to 
govern only as they ihould permit them. 

He was named one of the commiflioners to try 
the kiug, and fat very conftantly, being abfeat 
only on the i2t:h, 13th, i8th,and 19th of January, 
and he figned the warrant for the king's death* 
.He tells us he had the honour to be one of the 
king's judges; but as this was a murder, it does 
Jiot leflen the crime, becaufe many were con- 
cerned in it, nor becaufe it was aded openly and 
deliberately, and its being done -contrary to the 
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laws of God and maa, again{ttheoath& they had 
taken> can never fo long as language remains foe 
termed an honour^ but a lafling difgrace and ia« 
famy ; in that light it was th£n behekl^ and it is . 
fo ftill by poilerity. If wie confider the cha- 
rafter of the perfonage whom they doonied to 
deaths and the education and advaotages they 
poiftfled of knowing how contrary thisadUonof 
their's was to their pofitive duty, and xo* their 
folemn promifes and oaths, it leaves them with-*. 
out excufc. 

Young as he was, the government made, him 
one of the five to nominate the council of ftatc 
for J 649, which was to be in veiled with the exe- 
cutive power. Soon after he purchafcd the cpjfi 
CPpsU manors of £aft Knoel, and Upton in the 
pounty of Wilts, the obtaining which coft him 
his wifc'^ fortune, and a much larger fum radfed 
by the fale of a part of his patrimonial eftate 1 
judging, as h« fays, that if a counter-re vol utidA 
came, he (hould be as liable to iofe his old as his 
new eftatcs ; and the end verified the juftice of 
his opinion. 

He was foon after appointed lieutenant-gene- 
ral of the horfe, and fent with Cromwell and 
Jrcton into Ireland, for which kingdom he failed 
in company; with -the other commiffioners of 
parliament, and lady Ireton; he was appointed 
with Cromwell, Ireton^ Colonels Jphn Jones and 
Miles Corbet, ta govern Ireland j fo rapid a prb* 
grefs had he made fince the eftablilhmcnt of the 
<:ommonwealth» 
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' hiirdbuiB: teMwfcsmo/ld&taTefled-by fihr'cJWK 
pttrty,i tirwi he fe^ been inEngfaml^ iMxcHie folly 
merifiedttet, iMid the rank of lietir€n*nt*gen»al 
cxf the horfe wKieh* iiras giten hhn ; but pw^wd^ 
hstxfghty, arndftubtton, the moment that Crortn- 
well \vas' declared prme<5lar, he rtftlfed his tJvil 
oiRceyfihocrghhereffalved tcyretarn hfe farek in tft* 
army; no argument© of Cromwell could prevail' 
upon him to chmge his refolations ; and he told 
Henry Cromwellj, the protfecftor's fecond fdti, 
when be came to Ireknd, that he woald not fub- 
mit to any power but tlb parliatiFi^nt, fa^ying 
what he averred was '* nor perfdtial, but would 
'*- be dDe feme were my own fafther aiJve, and in 
^* the p*acc of youi^s." - . 

Whw tihe aarmy in Ireland drewuj> a^pefitidn 
tofthe jMtitedtor, acknowledging him ai^ fuch, afid 
expsr^fHug itheir 4utty to him, he totfk mean^ to 
prevent its being figned ; and when Lteutenant- 
generat Fleetwood fetit to him to refigto hils com- ' 
ratffion,^on that a;c<iomit, h« refund; te'Hing the 
niei&nger it w^sin fuchapartof his hoitfe, aAcf 
he might take it, but he Would not give it him ; 
Eieetwomi'thcn reafoned- with him refpec'ling his 
ccaidtod ; tait «li his^anfwer'wa^, Hefoon iflettnt to 
retire in* peace to Ehgland ; bu! he <freW lip a 
letter 'ftatiifg hi« having reodvfed^hi^ eoirthiiflidn 
fwia thw parfndneiwj, andjuflifying jf manifeftoHc 
h«i*^ pubi4(ited> fcontaiftinJg «?k^» gfoundk of His' 
diffatisfadlidAJ - - .,,... 

•'At: teAgoHi: after = HW^tf alfgr^ation, W Wad the 
a k wtttttyveR)4lc^a^ prifdnea* m Irefand, dt to 4p.' 
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pear befbre the prote&dr, and he» chufing thi 
former^ expected to have been put on board a man 
of war» and fent into England^ but he was de^ 
tained for fome time^ and then told he might go^ 
and fettle his affairs in England^ if he would re^ 
turn into Ireland within fix months^ and give his 
promife not to engage againft the government, 
but he continued to adl in fo very high a ftyle, 
that his regiment was diibanded^ as unfit to ferve, 
and himfelf watched with peculiar jealoufy $ a jea« 
loufy we cannot wonder at, when we read this ex- 
tra<5^ from a letter of Henry Cromwell, who was 
returned to Ireland, written to fecretary Thiirloe* 
** Ludlow has not fpared any company or oppor- 
*^ tunic to vent his vcnemous di*fcontents, and 
** that in reproachful and refleftinge language; 
*• verry much to the amazement of all fober men, • 
^' amongft whome he hathe rather lofte than 
" gained acceptation by it. He hath refufed to 
*' ad in his civil capacitie fince the change ; but 
*' will not leave his military, becaufe profittable» 
*' unlefle it be taken from him/* Mr. Lloyd 
fays his condud was *' moft childifli, not refrain- 
^^ ing very poyfenous and bitter expreifions in 
*' publique meetings, for which I conceive it is/ 
** that he is foe much cried i^p with the anabap- 
'* tifts of late, and ever fince, admitted to the 
** private weekly meetings, which before was dc- 
•* nyed him# . He refufes to ad as commifiioner^ 
•' and ads only as lieutenant-general." 

** The riddle can be refolved noe other wife tha»r 
*' by this diftindion, ths^t the one is more bene* . 
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'^ ficjal-than the Other/* But all thi^ is unnoti- 
ced by the lieutenant-general himfelf ; in his me-, 
moirs we hear nothing of the anabaptifls^ nothing, 
of this regard to pecuniary motives, but it is loft 
in his pretended defire to dr*w again his fword 
againfl the government of a fingle perfon ; though 
it was well known there was no force that could 
be drawn againft Cromwell ; neither is he accu- 
rate in his relation of himfelf, about not figning 
an engagement to the prote&or, which he declares 
he abfolutely denied to comply with ; but Mr. 
Thomas Herbert, clerk of the council in Ireland, 
gives fecretary Thurloe a relation, that he had 
rather chofen to give his parole in writing, to ap- 
pear at Whitehall before his highnefs, than to 
deliver up his commifllons, and that he had been 
in clofe reflraint at the ferjeant at arms iince Ja- 
nuary 17, 1654, and fo continued at that time, 
February 4, following ; and he gives us the en- 
gagement, which I here fubjoin. 



Lieutenant-general Ludlow* s Engagement, 

." Whereas Mr. Jufticc Cook, Colonel Her- 
•* bert, and Captain Shaw, (by virtue of an or- 
** der of the lord deputy and council^ dated the 
'* 29th of this ihftant, J^^nuary,) are authorized . 
*' to demand and to receive my two military 
^* ' commifllons, as lieutenant-general of the horfe, . 
^'and colonel -of horfe in Ireland, or to take raj 
*' .parole in writing, that by, or before, the loth 
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*'' day of li^krch titxt (wind and weatficf favour-^ 
"' ing> I fhotird prefcnrmyfelf unto the lord pro- 
*^^ teAor ; 1: do hdreby engage my par6le unto the 
*' a&jrefaid gentlennen^ that I will accordingly 
" (the Lord permitting) tender myfelf unto the 
" lord protedor at Whitehall by that time; and 
•* that in the mean time I fhall a<9: nothing di- 
•'* reftly 'or indirtdlly to the difturbancc of the 
*' peace, or the prejudice of the preferit ^govern- 
" metit. "Witndfs ttiy hand at Moflutayne, near 
"\DubHi!, the 30th January, 1654. 

^* Edmonp LuDtow." 
'But, as if tihis was fibfTufiicient*, He figned ano- 
ther (fill Wore ^jfplicit, te^ore he fcft Ireland. 



Lrenfeftdnt-^general Ludlow's Engagement. 

^^ Wteeifefeis I Ikve latiely* receav^d' a command 
•* for my reftraint from going into England, yett 
«* ncverthelcs the lord deputie of Ireland, taking 
*• into his confideration the prcfling neccflxties 
" which lyeth upon me, for the fettling of my 
*• affaires in England, and he, permitting my 
" repairt thith'er, I doc heercby engage, that I 
" M^ill not advife, contrive, confent, abett, or 
*' aA, direftly or indiredlly, any thing to the pre- 
'* judice or difturbance of the prefent govern^ 
♦* iWent, uhder his highneffs the lord proteftor^ 
" tmlefs-, before I Ihall advife, CoritHve, confent, 
*^ abete, or* a^, a^ aforefaid, diredtly or indi- 
^ reaij^, any thing to thtf diilurbahce of thie faid 
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« goyernrncnt, I fliall render myfelfc ^rfonally 
" unto his highnefs, or to the. faid lord deputic, 
'^ and defire to be from this engagement. Dited 
*^ at the Phoenix, Auguft 29, 1655. 

" Edmond Ludlow/V 

Henry Cromwell, major-general* of the army 
in Ireland, writes the fame day to fecretary Thur- 
loe, telling him, that " if you give lieutenant- 
" general Ludlow leave to come over to England, 
" you will find him very troublefome, and that 
" you would be neceffitatcd to deale with him as 
** you have done with Harrifon, which would 
*' but make him confiderable. He declares it 
*' that he will not be under any obligation, be- 
" caufe he docs not knowe but that God may give 
" ane opportunity for him to appear for the li- 
*^ bertie of the people. He is verry high, and 
*^ much diflatisfyed, and therefore their ought to 
*^ be further care what is done as to him.*' . , 

Notwithftanding his engagement, he got away 
privately, and landed at Beaumaris, in Anglefea, 
but an order came from the protestor, to fecure 
him as foon as he Ihould arrive with his family, 
and it was with difficulty he could prevail upon 
the governor not to fend him to the caftle, the 
moft unwholefomc place imaginable ; this, h*e 
flattered himfelf, happened, for fear he fhould fow 
difcontents amongftthc Irifti brigade, which was 
there expecting the wind, but this was only his 
own idea ; for Thurloe tells Henry Cromwell how 
unexpectedly he came over ; a proof that it was 
the defign of the protedor to keep him in Ire- 
VOL. II. C 



Digitized by 



Google 



l8 THE LIFE OF 

land; alfo that he was plcafed Captain Shaw, 

whom the council of Ireland fent after, had been 

able to detain him there, and that an exprefs had 

been fent to confirm their orders, and to fecurc 

him, if thofe given in Ireland Ihould not have 
been executed. 

His liberty was as much preflfed by Fleetwood, 
as it was oppofcd by Lambert; tofatisfy the for- 
mer. Colonels John Jones and Sadler came to 
Beaumaris with Captain Shaw, who had inftruc- 
tions to get an engagement from him, which, at 
length, he was prevailed upon to comply with, 
giving his own comment upon it, that it was to 
be no longer in force than until he had furren- 
dered himfelf a prifoncr at Whitehall ; he then 
was permitted to leave his confinement, which, 
Thurloe fays, was in the caftle, and proceed to- 
wards London, having fuffercd, he acknowledges, 
greater hardfhips in this imprifonment, than when 
confined by the king, and that he found more 
humanity from Lord Fitz William*, though a pa- 
pift, than from thofe he had fought with, to fub- 
due both them and the national church, againft 
which, he always fpeaks with peculiar afperity. 
^ After fome petty inconveniences upon the road, 
he reached London, and was introduced to the 
protedlor, where a moll curious dialogue enfued^ 
Cromwell telling him, that if nero were in power, 
it would he his duty tojuhmit : to which he replied, 
be was ready tojuhmit^ that he knew of no defign 
againft him, but if Providence opened a way, and 
gave him an opportunity of appearing in behalf 

2 
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of the people, he Ihould not confcnt to tie his 
hands, and oblige himfelf to remain ftill. 

The protector faid, *^ it is not reafonable to fuf^ 
** fcr one to come within my houfe, till he aflurc 
" me he will do me no mifchief.'* *' I am not,'* 
rejoined Ludlow, ^* accuftomcd to go to any 
** houfe, unlefs I expeft to be welcome, neither 
^^ am I come hither, but from 4 meflage from 
^* you, and defire nothing more than to breathe 
^^ the frefh air, to which I conceive I have an 
« equal right witK other men.*' 

The protedor thep inveighed greatly againfl: 
Major Wildman, fayi^ig, he deferved to be hang- 
ed, and that he muft be fecured, unlefs he gave 
an undertaking not to aft againft him, telling 
Ludlow that he was aftiamed of the engagement 
he had given to Fleetwood, which was more 
proper for a general who had been taken prifon- 
er, and that yet had an army of thirty thpufand 
men in the field, than for one in his fituation ; 
the protedlor then, foftening, told him that he 
wiihed him as well as any one of his council, and 
defired him to make choice of fome place to be 
in, where he might have good ain Mr. Ludlow 
replied, his diflikc was not to his perfon, but, 
that if his own father was alive^ and in his place, 
his prejudices would be as ftrong, Oliver ac- 
knowledged that he had carried himfelf openly, 
and that he had no juft caufe to do otherwifc. 

Colonel Montagu, afterwards Earl of Sandwich, 
obferved, that he had faid, that " if ProvidencQ 
^* Ihould offer an occafion, he was ready to a(5l 

C2 
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** againft the prefent government;** but, if Lud- 
low is to be credited, the reft of the 'council were 
afliamed of what he faid, but why, it is difficult 
to fuppofe. 

Major-general Lambert, alking why he would 
not acknowledge the governmeni: as lawful, he 
faid, " it was, lA fubftance, re-eftabli filing that 
*' which th^y had ill engaged to deftroy, at fo 
'^ great an expence of blood and treafurc/' 
*' What then,'* fays Lambefrt, '* would you ac- 
" count to be a fiifficient warrant to aft againft 
*' the prefent authority? Why a rational hope, 
"" to be fupported by an authority equal, or fupe- 
^' rior, to the prefent one, if, perfuaded, it would 
*' employ its power for the good of mankind.** 
** Who/' fays he, " is a judge of this? we all 
'' think fo, and we ourfelves fuppofe that we have 
'^ ufed the befl: of our endeavours to that end.*' 

He told them then, they had the lefs to anfwer 
for, as every man was obliged to a6t according to 
his reafon, which rule, by God's affiftance, he 
was determined to obferve. Colonel Sydenham 
fpoke of the poffibility of being miftaken in fuch 
a juft and rational call to adt, which Ludlow ex- 
plained to be ** a probable ground, otherwife he 
*' fhould'be guilty of his own blood, and that of 
" thofc he induced to engage with." 
' They then defired him to withdraw, and Fleet- 
wood ,went to him, requefting he would under- 
takcj^ if it was only for a week ; but he faid hav- 
ing appeared there, he had fulfilled his engage- 
ment, and he would not do it farther, even for a 
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day; and he the^i went home to his lodgings, 
without any moleftation, to employ his leiCure 
about his private affairs. 

This is altogether a curious tranfad:ion, and de- 
ferves a particular comment. Here is Ludlow adt- 
ing a moft magifterical part, and treating thcpro- 
tedor as if that great man was to behave entirely in 
obedience to his mandate* He, in his memoirs, 
when fpeaking of, or, as it were, to him', ufed only 
the plain language of '* you"' as an equal ; but it 
fhould appear he did not go all that length, be- 
caufe we fee him in his written engagements ufe 
the words Proteftor and Highnefs. He is highly 
offended at Cromwell for his authority, as chief 
prince or :governor, and treats it as ufurpation ; 
as if the commonwealth was not alfo ufurpation; 
the law knew of no fuch form ; it was a monfter 
in thcfe kingdoms, and, of the two, the protec- 
torial power was nearcft to what the legal govern- 
ment ought to be. 

But then, fay they, we fafted and prayed, and put 
all to the iffueof thefword, fuppofing God would 
own whofe caufe was the moft juft, and the king 
did fo too ; he was conquered, and we deftroyed 
him, and eredcd our government that prpvidence 
had owned. The king at his death told them it 
was all,, as far as he could fee, by way of con- 
qucft. What was Oliver's biit coriqueft ? he fafled 
and prayed; what then? why he became protec- 
tor ; and if God owned the commonwealth be- 
caufe they were fuccefsful, he niuft have ownei 
him, becaufe he wa$ ftill more viftorious;. , 

. ' cz ^ ■ '■ - ■ 
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Wc fee the proteftor's council, who had fought 
to deftroy monarchy and a legal fovereign, now 
arguing how unlawful it was to take up arms 
againft the pcrfon of the chief magiftrate ; and, 
to crown the whole, behold Cromwell ftained 
"with the blood of a monarch pofleiEng many vir- 
tues, telling Ludlow, that he ought to fubmit to 
him, though he was a l^ero. 

Noneofthefe arguments are juft; but, on the 
contrary, all arofe from the peculiar circun^ftances 
of thefe different charafters, all implicated in one 
common crime; for feveral of the council were 
alfo regicides ; how careful therefore ought men 
to avoid leaving the known, juft rule of life, and 
not plunge into thofe perplexities, which ever 
cmbarrafs, and lead men into difficulties it is im- 
poffible to extricate themfelvcs from. 

It appears by Thurloe's letter to Henry Crom- 
well, that it was only to pacify Fleetwood, Oli- 
ver's fon-in-law, that he was permitted to come 
to London, it being meant to fecure him foon ; 
and it would have been wonderful if any govern- 
ment fliQuld have given leave to fuch a man to be 
at large ; his condudt was iiyurious to hirnfelf, 
his family, and friends, and could not poffibly 
have been, advantageous to any. 

The protcdtor fpared no pains to gain him ; for 
fending for him again, he attempted to reafon 
with him, but to as little purpofe. He was afkcd 
at this time by l^Ir. Stridland, " why he ftiould 
^' fo objeft to the government, even if it was 
*' held by the fword ; wa^ it not that by which 
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«' you held Wardour Caftle?'* and though he 
ufed much fophiftry, he did not deftroy the pro- 
priety of the queftion. 

The arguments he \ifed did not convince Qli- 
ver,yho demanded a bond in the'penalty of 5000I. 
to oblige him to keep the peace ; but he declining 
it, hfe was put under the care of Dendy, ferjeaht 
at arms, who permitted him, however, at his de- 
fire, to remain in his own chamber. 

When Oliver hunted the next day at Hampton 
Court, he alked Mr. Thomas Ludlow, whether 
he was angry with him for committing his rela- 
tion ; to which he prudenly anfwercd, it was not 
proper for him to judge concerning fuch aftions; 
the protedlor then affured him, that he wilhed 
him as well as one of his own children, and only- 
required that he would make him eafy for both 
their fecurities, which the following day Mr. 
Thomas Ludlow in vain urged him to, 

Cromwell, who nevqr was fevere without necef- 
fity, was pleafed to permit him to retire into Ef- 
fex with Mr. and Mrs. Oldfworth, and his ivife. 
This was undoubtedly a lenity which few fovereigns 
would have extended to one fo ftubborn and un*. 
tradable, cfpccially when it was well known to 
his highnefs that he ftill continued to aflbciate 
with Major-general Harrifon and other defperate 
malecontents, of the fifth monarchy men. With 
Harrifon, he liberally befpattered Oliver with the 
names of tyrant and ufurper. 

He was fufFercd to remain in the bofom of his 
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friends during the remainder of the protccflor's 
government, and unmolefted ; a rare inftance of 
forbearance. He condcfcended to fit in Richard's 
parliament, though he would not call it by any 
other name than a convention, owning no autho- 
rity but his own peculiar ufurpation; for after the 
legal government was deftroyed, each was as law- 
ful as another. 

'Upon the return of the long parliament he was 
all aftivity, fometimes appearing in England, at 
others in Ireland, ftriving in vain to uphold a 
fyftem that was become extremely odious and un- 
popular in both kingdoms. 

Having greatly promoted the deftrucflion of the 
protedor Richard's power, and the return of the 
long parliament, he was chofen one of the com- 
mittee of fafety, obtained Colonel GofF's regi- 
ment, eledled one of the council of ftate, and 
appointed commander in chief of the forces in 
Ireland, at' which time he received from the 
fpeaker no lefs than four commifllons ; one for the 
above purpofe, a fecond for a regiment of horfe, 
a third for one qf foot, and a fourth conftituting 
him lieutenant-general of the horfe ; this certainly 
was no very great proof of felf- denial, yet he values 
himfelf upon his moderation in ifluing out his 
mandates only relative to the pay of the army in 
cafes t)f peculiar urgency. 

He had no fooner arrived in Ireland,, than the 
army, which had always been mafters of the par- 
lianient, now treated them as their moft abjedt 



Digitized by 



Google 



EDMOND LUDLOW, ESQ^ Ij 

flaves> he therefore haftehed back to try to make^ 
fome pacification between them; but it was 
commanding the raging elements to be ftill; 
he therefore fet fail again fof Ireland. 

Hated by the army, and ill beloved by many 
in parliament, he was ordered to attend his duty in 
the houfe, and foon after to go into Ireland ,- but 
he was accufed of high treafon before he coiild 
get thither. Mortified at fuch a return for all his 
valiant ftubbornnefs to Cromwell, he told thd 
parliament,' that " it feemed to him fuch a re- 
" quital of his faithful fervices, that if he€Xpe<5ted 
*^ his reward from men, he Ihould rather chufe 
*' to ferve the great Tutk.'* Such was the cor- 
diality, fuch the gratitude of republicans to each 
t)ther. ' 

He had the' boldnefs to go to the parliament 
again, but none treated him with afperity ; on the 
contrary, fomejcftingly told him, that he was re- 
ceived ** in a manner not ufual for men accufed 
*^ of high treafon." '' He found his charge to 
^^ be, affifting the army in England, and doing 
*' adts of hoftility by fea and land'againft thofe in 
'* Ireland, who had declared for the parliament." 

It W2fs in vain he thrice petitioned for a hear- 
ing; all was confuficJn, and General Monk re- 
turning at this time from Scotland, threw every 
thing into greater myftery ; he applied to his ex- 
cellency, but whom he found fo little difpofed 
to hearken to his coniplaints, that in defpair he 
advifed one of the principal leaders of the parlia- 
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TOcnt to fummon the houfe to fit in the Tower, as 
the place of grcateft fecurity. 

Convinced that the republican caufe was loft» 
he withdrew to his own houfe, and foon after left 
London^ where he had been under fuch conftant 
fear, tbit he feldom durft fkep at home. The 
moment he had left the city, the new council of 
ftate fummoncd him to attend them, but under- 
standing he was gone into the country upon his 
private affairs, they affcdled to be iatisficd. Had 
he then appeared, it would, however, have been 
his ruin> becaufe he would have refufed to fign 
fuch an engagement as others had done, who were 
implicated in thcj fame crime : the confequeocc 
would have been a commitment to the Tower, 
where King Charles II. muft have found him^ and 
then his docnn had been irrevocably fixed. 

Though he had gone to his eftate by devious 
roads, yet, when he got there, he openly Ihewed 
himfelf , and at Maiden Bradley he held a court, 
at Yartenfield, to raife what money he could 
amongft his tenants, by filling up leafcs, and 
changing lives : he went from thence to his ma-^ 
nor of Knoyle for the fame purpqfe ; which was 
W)t adling fl:ri<;11y juft, as he knew, that by the 
return of the king, which evidently would foon 
take place, thofe from whom he had procured 
•money mufl:, in- all probability, be great fuf- 
fcrers ; and as. the borough of Hindon voluntarijy 
at this time chofe him one of their reprefentatives, 
and it was partly in the manor }uft fpoken of, it 
fliewed a want of true gcnerofity, in thus facri- 
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ficing men who had given him the moft decided 
proofs of their confidence. 

He received a meflage from Lambert, who had 
efcaped out of the Tower, and put himfelf at the 
head of an army, to join his ftandard ; they had 
ever been rivals and enemies, yet, had not Lam-^ 
bert loft his liberty again, almdft as foon as he 
had re-gained it, their own danger would have 
united them in fcntiment, as far at Icaft as their 
common intereft demanded ; he knew that Lam-- 
bert aimed at his own particular aggrandizeikient^ 
and Lambert was confcious that he would have 
been as hateful to him, if he could have gtiined 
the protecflorate as Cromwell had ever been ; yet 
their fears of the return of royalty was fuch, that 
any expedient wUs better than having it take place; 
like many of the heroes of that period, they 
would have attackedthe common enemy, as they 
termed the king, and if fortune had been pro- 
pitious they would then have decided their own 
particular quarrel . 

Not to brave a danger which was now become 
vifible to all, he left SaKibury where he could not 
efcape obfervation ; and by the moft unfrequented 
roads came to London, eluding by that mean 
the meffenger fent to apprehend him. At the 
fame time, as it was declared that he was duly 
returned for Hindon, the parliament ordered that 
he fhould attend the houfe by a particular day ; 
in this fituation heconfulted fome of the leading 
members, whom he placed the great^ft reliance 
in, who advifed him to appear in his place, but to 
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be filent as to the late king's death, or at leaft; 
not to juftify the proceedings of the high court 
of juftice, becaufe it would not be fufFcred ; he 
promifed; that unlefs conftrained, he would not 
mention the matter, but if it fhould be fpokcn of 
to him, he would not prevaricate though it fhould 
coft him his life ; but in the end he did not judge 
it prudent to go thither, fearing the confequcnces. 

Seeing his ruin inevitable, he ordered his bailiif 
in Ireland, to difpofe of his flock, which was 
worth about one thoufand five hundred pounds, 
and to colIcA in his rents ; but it being neg- 
leded, he afligned them to his brother-in-law 
Colonel Kempfon, as a fatisfadion for his fifler*s 
fortune; but Sir Charles Coote getting intelli- 
gence of it, feized the whole, except four flallions 
which were in his flable, and they were taken off 
by Colonel Theophilus Jones ; *^ thefe men,'* 
fays the lieutenant-general ^^ who had engaged in 
** the fame caufe, outdoing our enemies in rage 
** and cruelty to us." Here is another inflance 
of republican honour. 

As he was ordered to furrender himfelf with 
the others of the king's judges, he applied to fe- 
veral whom he had fuppofed were his friends for 
affiflance and protedlion ; but the caufe of his 
difgrace had rendered him fo hateful, that he 
found few whochofeto dohim the leafl: kindnefs. 
Mr. James Herbert, a member of the convention 
parliament, at length promifed for his appearance 
until he gave a perfonal fecurity. The method 
he prociired furcties was artful, and no way more 
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honourable than his behaviour at Hindon had, 
been, for he feledled for this purpofe his uncle 
Colonel Thomas Stradling, a loyalift of broken 
fortune, who had been almoft ruined by an en- 
gagement he had made to pay his brother Sir Ed- 
ward Stradling's debts ; Colonel Edward Sutton^ 
who had been knighted fince his majefty's return, 
but had no other eftate, but in right of his wife ; 
Mr. Etherington, who from having a confiderable 
eftate became worth nothing ; and Thomas *A(h- 
ton, a citizen of London, who had been a taylor, 
and was then in great poverty ; Colonel Sutton 
was prevented by an arreft, attending ; the others 
receiving a little money, were well pleafed with 
the bufinefs, as he tells us ; and by fubjeding 
them to imprifonment, at leaft, he was enabled to 
withdraw, ancj, as he pretended, with honour to 
himfelf. 

Both the loyalifts and republicans concurred in 
the necefflty of his ruin ; there were fome who 
promifed to do all they could in his favour, but 
they were in the intereft of the king, atid it was 
jmpoflible to fave a man, who had unneceffarily 
boafted of crimes, which now were calling for 
vengeance, by the whole nation, and in which all 
parties, except a few fanatics, concurred. Lord 
Stourton alone feemed to really wifti to fave him 
in the houfe of peers ; and he had very few in tl)c 
lower houfe. The fpeaker, however, earneftly 
folic ited Mrs. Ludlow to perfuade him. to fur- 
render, for if he did not, he told her, fhould he 
befcizedi *'.he was like to be the firft man ex^ 
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*' ccuted, and ihc to be left the poorell widow in 
•' Engiand.*' 

Not willing to truft himfelf in the hands of 
government^ he took leave of his deareft friends 
and relations^ and palling in a coach^ at the 
clofe of the day through the city over London 
Bridge, to St. George's church in Southwark a 
perfon waited to prefcnt him with two horfes, 
mounting one, his guide conduced him fafe to 
Lewesi by carefully Ihunning the great roads ; 
and he paffed over to Dieppe in the very veffel 
which had juft returned from conveying the pro^ 
tedor Richard to the continent. It had by ac- 
cident been ftruck upon the fands, and the perfpn 
who cahie to fcarch thofe who lay there, fortu-> 
liatcly for him never went to it, fuppofing from 
its appearance that it neither had people nor pro^ 
pefty on board. It was remarkable too, that the 
mafter, who had been accuftomed to go to the 
ports of Ireland at the time when he had been 
one of the chief perfons in that kingdom, 
amongft other things, inquired, " if Lieutenants 
*^ general Ludlow was imprifoned, with the reft 
" of the king's judges," to which he anfwered, 
" I have not heard of any fuch thing." 

Pafling through France, he came to Geneva j 
but finding himfelf not fafe there, he removed to 
Laufanne in Switzerland, where he was pretedted, 
and lived generally efteemcd and admired, for the 
inhabitants of that country entertained the fame . 
fentiments of government which had made him 
an exile. It was a confoling thing (o him to have 
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for his companions fome of the other proscribed 
refugees ; amongft whom, were Barkftead, oncie 
the lieutenant of the Tower, and Serjeant Dendy, 
in whofe cuftody he had been in Oliver's pro- 
teftorate ; men guilty of all kinds of bafenefs, 
as inftrumentsof the wotft of Cromwell's feveri- 
ties ; but now as regicides with him, were alike 
tonfeflTors for liberty, and the former in a little 
time became a martyr in the fame caufe. 

Here he lived thirty-two years, furviving the 
reign of King Charles IL and faw King James II. 
dethroned ; after which event, to rhanifeft his zeal 
for his country, and to obtain pcrmiflion to die 
in his own land, he fet fail for Ireland to aflift at 
the liege of Londonderry, in the year 1689; but 
King William IIL though he always fliewed an 
indecent diflike to the memory of his maternal 
grandfather. King Charles I. finding one of his 
murderers was in the fleet, fent him a meifage to 
quit it, or he muft have him feized ; fo that he 
was obliged to return again 16 his former place of 
exile^ 

King William has been cenfured' for this, but 
very unjuftly: he knew that Mr. Ludlow had 
carried on various intrigues with the Dutch to 
fend him over with a body of forces to England, 
to renew *' the good old caufe ;" and though he 
might infinitely prefer William to James, yet, as 
he was the champion againft the government be- 
ing veiled in any fingle perfon, he would revolt 
the moment an opportunity prefented itfelf : and 
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he had often ftrove to ercd a republican ftandard 
to dcpofe William as Stadtholder of Holland. 

He married the daughter of Michael Oldfworth, 
of Effex, Efq, a member of Parliament for Salif- 
bury; governor of Pembroke and Montgomery, 
alfo keeper of Windfor Park, and one of tSe two 
mafkrs %{ the prerogative office, and who alfo 
received other places of emolument under the 
commonwealth. Mr. Ludlow, fortunately, had 
no child. In private life he wgs refpeftable, but 
probably not amiable, becaufe morofe and fevere 
in every part of his charadler ; of great abilities, 
unimpeached integrity in his duty to the public, 
and, according to his erroneous ideas, a friend to 
liberty ; \but it was fitch a liberty, that can never 
be carried into execution whilft man is polTelTed 
of paffions* and failings. It was his misfortune to 
have a father who gave him fuch an erroneous 
bias; had this his fon received juft notions of the 
Britifh conftitution, he would probably have been 
a c^iftinguilhed ornament to his country, aiiappi- 
nefs to his family and to his friends. 

The civil war was very fatal to the Ludlows ; 
his father. Sir Henry, died of a broken heart, for 
the iofs of his fon, Captain Robert Ludlow, whofe 
death was occafioned by a wound'he received, and 
the ill treatment he experienced whilft a prifoner; 
for the fears he entertained relative to this, his 
other fon^ the lieutenant general, then in imminent 
danger at Wardour Caftle ; and from the impri- 
jbnment of his. friend, Mr. Marten, for treafon. 
A Major William Ludlow was Ihot through the 
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body, and otherwife dreadfully wounded ; and a 
Cornet Gabriel Ludlow killed. It was a very nu- 
merous family. Mr. George Ludlow, a relation 
of the lieutenant general, was extremely fervice- 
able to the parliament in Virginia, in North Ame- 
rica. Mr. Roger Ludlow, another coulin, fcrved 
in the fame caufe in Ireland : he alfo mentions hisr 
relation Mr. William Ludlow, of Clarendon; and 
Mr. Thomas Ludlow, who was in.fervice near the 
perfon of Oliver the protcdtor. 

During the folitary hours of exile, Mr. Ludlow 
wrote Memoirs of himfelf, publifhed at twice; 
the two firft volumes in the year 1698, the laft in 
169^; all of them at Vevay, in the canton of 
Bern, in Switzerland. To the firft is an engraved 
portrait of him, without the name of the* artift ; 
another engraving of him is by Cipriani; half 
Iheet, at the cxpence of the late Mr. Hollis^, of 
fingular memory, who, froh> his attachment to 
the memory and principles of the lieutenant ge« 
neral^ publiflied a very elegant edition of his 
works. There is another portrait of him, in tk 
quarto liz;c, by Ravenet. 

Lord Ludlow, who has had an Irifii EarldoM 
conferred upon him by his prefent majefty, is 
defcended from a brother of the fubjeft of this 
memoir. 
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The Life e/^^/r THOMAS MAULEVERER, Bart. 

Sir Thomas Mauleverer was defccnded from 
a moft ancient and knightly family, featcd at AU 
lerton-MauIevercr, in Yorkftiire, ever fince the 
reign of William the .Conqueror. This name is 
fo varioufly written, that no two authors fpcll it 
alike; in ancient writings it is given Malus Le- 
poRARius, i. e. Mal^le-voreTy or the Bad Hare- 
hunter X and tradition fays it was impofed upon 
the family, becaufe a gentleman, their anceftor, 
being to let flip a brace of greyhounds, to run for 
a wager, fo ill managed it, that they were more 
likely to ftrangle themfelves, than kill the hare. 

He was eldeft fon and heir of Sir Richard 
Mauleverer, of AUerton-Maulevercr, Efq. high 
flieriff of Yorkfhire, whp had t\vo wives ; his firfl 
was Jane, fole daughter and heir' of Sir Thomas 
Maulevei'er, of Allerton-Mauleverer, Knt.. who 
j^ad been, before Ihe became his wife, twice a 
widow ; firft to Sir Henry, iccond fon of Thomas 
Lord Wharton ; fecondly, to Robert Lord Ogle. 
Sir Richard's fecond wife was Catherine, daughter 
of Sir Ralph Bouchier, who, furvivirtg him, re- 
married Sir Richard Trevor. The iffue of the 
firft marrige of Sir Richard Mauleverer was. 

Sir Thomas, whom King Charles L Auguft 4, 
1641, created a baronet; who, though thus diftin- 
guiftied by his majefty, defer ved the appellation 
de malts operibus : in French MaLouverer^ as fome 
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derive the furname; for he took the greateft pains 
to injure his fovereign from the very commence- 
ment of the civil wars ; he raifcd two regiments 
of foot, and one of horfe, for the ufe of the par^ 
liament ; and behaved fo ill to the king, that in 
1 642 he was declared a traitor : this ferved only 
to exafperate him the more, and raife him higher 
in the eftimation of the parliament ; which in 
1647 granted him one thoufand pounds in part of 
the arrears due to him; yet he fo injured his for- 
tune by his acrimony againft the king, that he 
was obliged to difpofe of the lordfhip.of Armlcy. 

He was conftantly one of the committee of the 
parliament in the Eaft-.riding of Yorklhire, as 
was Thomas Mauleverer, Efq. ; I fuppofe, the 
fame perfon who was a colonel, in the army, and 
governor of the important caftleof Hull. 

Sir Thomas being appointed one of the king's 
judges, attended every day, the twelfth of January 
excepted ; and he iigned the warrant to put the 
unhappy monarch to death, which was particularly 
infamous in him; but he did not long enjoy the 
fruits of his unrighteoufnefs. , 

He married twice ; firft, Mary, daughter of Sir 
Richard Hutton, a juftice of the common plea^, 
by whom he had no iffue; and Mary, daughter of 
Sir Thomas Wilbraham, Knt. ; by this lady he had 
three children; Grace, married to Colonel Thomas 
Scot, alfo one of the regicides ; Elizabeth, married 
to Mr. Richard Beverly ; and 

The brave and loyal Sir Richard Mauleverer, 
whom Oliver the protedlor imprifoaed in Chefter 
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Caftlc ; from whence, at the imminent hazzard of 
his life, he efcaped ; but was foon after feized and 
imprifoned in York Caftle, and made his efcape 
from thence, all in the month of March i655-6> 
and was received, as his loyalty merited, at the 
court of his exiled fovereign. Oliver having 
granted a protection to his lady to rcfide at his 
feat in Yorklhire, the commiflioners for that 
county wrote to his highnefs to fay, that flic ap- 
peared to them to be *^ of a very dangerous fpirit, 
*' and to have been very aftive in the late plot, 
*' and a promoter of it ; and that ftie was found 
^* to come within the firft article of our inftruc- 
'' tions ; and that it will be of evil confequence 
•* to reftore her to the liberty of that habitation, 
** and tend to the difcouragemcnt, both of the 
*' honeft tenants and many wcll-afFeded perfons 
*' thereabouts. The confequenccs of which they 
^' humbly laid before his highnefs.'* This lady 
was Anne, daughter of Sir Henry Clark. 

At the reftoration, notwithftanding Sir Thomas 
Mauleveret was attainted as if living, his majefty 
•was gracioufly pleafed to confirm the title, and 
permit the eftate to remain in Sir Richard, in re- 
ward for his loyalty, and the dangers it had fub- 
jeded him to. 

Sir Richard by this lady had feven children. 
Thomas, Richard, William, Charles, Henry, Ju- 
dith, and Mary. Sir Thomas, the eldeil, fucceedcJ 
to the title, but left no iflue hy Catherine, daughter 
of Sir Miles Stapylton, who remarried John Hop- 
ton, Efcj. Sir Richard, the focond fon, married 
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Barbara, daughter of Sir Henry Slinglby, Bart. 
grand-daughter of the loyal Sir Henry, put to 
death by Oliver, by whom he left iflue. Sir Richard 
Mauleverer, the fifth and, I think, laft baronet. 
Her ladyfhip niarried twice afterwards, John Lord 
Arundel, of Trerice ; and Thomas Earl of Pem- 
broke. . 



I>3 

y Google 



Digitized by ^ 



[ 38 3 • 



The Life of ROBERT MANWARING, Efq. 

Robert ManWaring, Efq. was, no doubt, 
of that very ancient and knightly family, the head 
of whom were created baronets, and feated at Over 
Pever, in Chelhire ; but it is fo numerous a fainily, 
and fpread out fo wide, that many perfons men- 
tioned in our hiftory, like this gentleman, are of 
unknown branches. 

It is probable he was a near relation to Randal 
Manwaring, Efq. a citizen and alderman of 
London, whom King Charles I. excepted as one 
of the perfons he could not pardon, when he an- 
fwered the city's addrefs in 1642 ; and who after- 
wards became a colonel in the parliament army, as 
did Thomas Manwaring, Efq. who was appointed 
xegiftrar-accountant for money raifcd by bifhops* 
lands, with a falary of two hundred pounds a year. 

Mr. Robert Manwaring, however, rcfufed to 
aft as one of the king's judges ; and therefore his 
name is not handed doM^n to us with ignominy. I 
fuppofe he was an officer in the army. 

A Colonel Manwaring, of London, was ap- 
pointed by both houfes of parliament, in Decem- 
ber 1645, fcarcher of Sandwich and Dover. 
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The Life of HENRY MARTEN, Efq: 

Henry Marten, Efq. was fon and heir ap- 
parent of Sir Henry Marten, L. L. D. a judge 
of the admiralty, and who wifhcd to moderate the 
mifunderftanding that arofe between King Charles 
the Firft and his parliament ; in the laft of which 
he fat as a member for the borough of St. Ives, 
in Huntingdonlhire. 

The firft account that 1 find of this gentleman 
is in the year 1639, when he was one of thofe who 
excufed themfelves from contributing money to- 
wards the Scotch war, as having otherwife aflifted 
his majefty. 

He was returned one of the members to repre- 
fent the county of Berks, in the two laft parliaments 
called by King Charles I. and the latter was the 
ever-memorable one, in which he made a moft 
confpicuous figure. 

Mr. Marten had peculiar advantages at the 
commencement of his public life, having received 
a learned education at Oxford, the place of his 
nativity. He became a gentleman commoner in 
Univerfity College when only fifteen years old ; 
and in 1607 he received a batchclor of arts' dd- 
grce. 

Upon his leaving college, he applied to the 
ftudy of the law, in one of the Inns ; but his mind 
probably was too volatile for that dry profeflion : 
quittijig it, he took a tour through France ; and 
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upon his return greatly enriched himfelf by a 
marriage with a rich widow. ^ 

Sir Henry, his father, was extremely converfant 
in bufinefs ; and it would have been of Angular 
ufe to him, had he aded with that prudence that 
might have been expeded from the care and ad- 
monitions of fo able a monitor ; but, on the con- 
trary, he was all violence from the very com- 
mencement of the civil war. 

The parliament appointed him colonel of a . 
regiment of horfe; but he more diftinguifhed 
himfelf with his tongue than his fword ; as a moft 
convincing proof of which take the following 
relation: 

One of the puritanic clergy, named Saltmarfh, 
having in Auguft 1643, amongft other improper 
cxpreflions, faid that " all means ihould be ufcd 
^' to keep the king and his people from a fudden 
*' union ; that the war ought to be cherifhed 
*^ under the notion of popery, as the fureft means 
*^ to engage the people, and that if the king 
** would not grant their demands, then to root him 
^y out and the royal line, and to collate the crown 
*' upon fomebody clfe.'* The houfe of com- 
moiis very properly expreffed their indignation 
^Igainft fuch dangerous politions ; though too 
many of them were known to be guided by fuch 
fentiments, 

Mr* Marten, who thought exs^dly as Mr. Salt- 
wvai;£b, except in the article of giving the crown 
to any other when they had taken it from the le<p 
gal poffeffor, (aid, in th^ fourfe of thc*deba{« 
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about the obnoxious book, that ^^ he faw no rca- 
*^ fon to condemn Mr. Saltmarfli, and that it were 
*^ better one family Ihould be deftroyed than 
^* many.'* 

Sir Nevil Pole, moving that *' Mr. Marten 
^' Ihould explain what one family he meant,** he 
boldly anfwered, '* the king and his children.** 
This called up the indignation of many truly 
loyal members, who reprefenting both the ex- 
treme profligacy of his life, and the very dan^ 
gcrous tendency of his anfwcr, moved that he 
ihould be fent to the Tower ; which paffing in 
the affirmative, he was fent thither : but his party, 
who thought he had only fpoken tbo early his 
fcntiments, uiing their influence, he was releafed 
from his confinement ; but it did hot prevent his 
expulfion from the houfe. 

In January 1645-6, many in the houfe of com«* 
mons coming nearer to Mr. Marten's political 
creed, procured a vote, that the former judgment 
againft him, by which he was expelled their wallSj^ 
Ihould be void, and erafed out of their journals, 
and that he Ihould enjoy the benefit of his firft 
eledion ; this, fays Whitlock, gave occafion for 
fome to obfervc, that the houfe began to be more 
averfeto the king. 

They even gave him the government of Read- 
ing, and highly rcfented the arreft of one of his 
menial fervants ; fo that he feemed more inviola- 
ble than his fovereign, and his infolence became 
unbounded ; he flopped a letter which the Earl 
of Northvmbcrlapd fent to his countcfs, ami 
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opened it, thinking he (hould have difcovercd 
fomc correfpondencc between that nobleman and 
the king ; and though his lordfhip was a partizan 
of the parliament, yet this fcandalous condu<fl 
was applauded rather thanccnfurcd. 

The great peer, however, did not chufe to put 
up with fuch an infult, and meeting the colonel 
after a conference between the two houfes, in the 
Painted Chamber, queftioned him about it, and 
he, inftead of apologizing, giving fome rude 
anfwers to juftify what he had done, the earl 
cudgelled him before the whole company of lords 
and commoners : upon which many fwords were 
drawn, to the great reproach and fcandal of the 
parliament, and the ill-will of each houfe to the 
other. 

There was a petition fent up from Berks againft 
him, complaining, that he, and Colonel Ayres, 
and Mr. Walrond, were raifing horfe in that 
county, both without the approbation of the inha- 
bitants, or the authority of parliament ; for which 
he was ordered to attend, to give an account of 
it, by a vote paflcd Auguft i6, 1648, and the 
others were fent for as prifoncrs. 

Yet notwithftanding all thefe difgraceful traits 
in his character, he continued to be extremely 
trufted by the houfe of commons, and though his 
life fhamcd all decency of manners, yet he too 
was a great advocate for his own religious tenets, 
and conftantly fidcd with the independents. 

The army being triumphant, and, feeing that 
the nation, panting for an end to the troubles. 
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pitied their captive forereign, and wiflied that by- 
agreeing with the parliament or the Scotch^ he 
might obtain the reftitution of his juft preroga- 
tives, they therefore refolvcd to come to fome de- 
termination what they fhould do to fecure thofe 
advantages which they had gained. 

At a confultation of the fir ft commanders in 
the army, Mr. Marten, a? a colonel, attended, and 
he cut the matter fhort, by telling them they 
Ihould *' ferve his majefty, as the Englilh did his 
^^ Scotch grand-mother, cut off his head.'* This 
horrid advice was adopted, and he was the firft 
to difpofe every thing for the completion of the 
villany ; and as one of the commiffioners in the 
high court of juftice, he fat every day, three ex- 
cepted, the 13th, 1 8th, and 19th, and figned the 
warrant to put the fentencc into execution. 

To him was referred all the alterations in the 
public arms, in the great feal, and the legends 
upon the money. It was Angular that the crofs 
made a part of the firft. The great feal exhibited 
on one fide a map of England, infcribed, *' the 
y great feal of England;'* on the reverfe, a re- 
prefentation of the houfe of commons, round 
which was, '^ in the firft year of freedom by 
*' God's blefling reftorcd 1648." Upon the 
money was a fhield bearing ^ the crofs of St. 
George, incircled with a palm and olive branch, 
infcribed, ^* the commonwealth of England," 
and on the'reverfe, '^ God with us, 1648." Which 
gave occafion to fome to remark that God and 
the commonwealth were not on the fame fide* 
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He who had been for his hatred to the perfon 
and family of the king fent to the Tower, and 
expelled the houfe, now, for proceeding to the 
greateft extremities, became a moft popular cha* 
rafter ; his former fufFerings were looked upon as 
fufficient to entitle him to the greateft recom- 
pence; they voted the cftabliftiment of his regi- 
ment; he was conftantly gratified with money 
under various pretences ; fometimes for fums ad- 
vanced for the public fervice ; in 1 649 they fettled 
one thoufand pounds a year upon him out of the 
cftate of the Duke of Buckingham, at Eynefliam, 
in fatisfaftion for a debt of twenty-five thou- 
fand pounds which he pretended to be due to 
him from the parliament. 

As he had firft propofed the open deftruftion 
of the king, it cannot be wondered at that he 
fhould difregard the enfigns of majefty : it was 
him, who, in Auguft 1649, moved that the regalia 
of the crown ihould be delivered up to the truftecs, 
for fale of the deceafed monarch's goods, to raife 
money for the fervice of Ireland; and accordingly 
' the cheft in which they were depofited was rifled 
of all thofe jewels, which the neceffities of the 
royal fufFcrcr had left* 

In this, and the following year, he had very 
great influence in the government, both as a lead- 
ing member of parliament, and one of the coun- 
cil of ftate; but he could not prevent a bill paf- 
fing to make the crimes of inceft, adultery and 
fornication death, though he did not let it be 
carried without obferving, " that the feverity of 
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*^ the punifliment by this aft being death, would 
** eaufe thefe fins to be more frequently com- 
•' mitted, becaufe people would be more cautious 
** in committing them for fear of the punifh- 
" ment, and being undifcovered would be em- 
*' bold^ned the more in the commitment of 
^* them;** and the following year, chiefly by his 
procurement, it was abrogated, from the fear he 
Ihould be the firft example of the fe verity of it, 
for a more difTolute charadlcr it was impoffiblc 
to find. 

The republicans called illegitimate childrea 
Buckingham birds ; it would have been more 
fliort, and equally juft, to have called them, 
" Martins ;** for he was as open, and then a more 
notorious libertine than the gay unthinking duke ; 
and when Cromwell broke up the long parlia-- 
ment, and taxed the members with their peculiar 
vices, looking to him and Sir Peter Wentworth, 
he faid, " fome of them were whore matters.** 
Hqmc relates, that he even took Ijlr. Marten by 
the cloak when he fpoke it. It is allowed that 
his extravagance, as to women, knew no bounds ; 
he was (kid to have not only " a regiment of 
*' horfe, but of w — ;'* and he renewed the old 
ftewes upon the Bank fide. 

Left now an individual, without theproteilion 
of parliament, he foon found his influence totally 
fail ; it is faid that Oliver, at firfl:, to keep him 
from defperarien, granted him 3000I. but, what 
was that to a man who had fpcnt his fine patri- 
mony^ which netted him, annually, as much a§ 
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this fuiTii and he fpon was confined in the upper 
bench, as it was then termed, for debt; from 
this time to the reftoration, he was funk fo low 
in charader, confequence, and fortune, that he 
might have died unknown, or, at leaft, unnoti- 
ced, had not that event brought the weight of the 
law upon him. Ludlow mentions his afFcdtation 
of raillery in the houfe of commons, to which he 
was reftored from a prifon upon its re-aflcmbling, 
after the ruin of the protedtorial power. He then 
obferved of General Monk, that he was *' like a 
'^ perfon who was fent to make a fuit of cloaths, 
'^ who brought with him a budget-full of carpen- 
^^ ter's tools, and being told that fuch things 
" were not at all fit for the work he was defired 
y to do, anfwcred, it matters not, I will do your 
" work well enough, I warrant you.*' ' 

At the reftoration, he was abfolutely excepted, 
both as to life and property ; but he had the pru- 
dence to furrender himfelf, in obedience to the 
proclamation of the parliament. He was brought 
to his trial at the Seffions Houfe in the Old Bailey, 
Odlober 10, 1660, and being afked, whether he 
was guilty or not, anfwered, '* I defire the bene- 
?• fit of the aft of oblivion — but being interrup- 
" ted and told he muft plead guilty, or not 
^' guilty, and that if he demanded the benefit of 
*' the aft of oblivion, it was a confeflion of being 
** guilty. 

** Prifoner. I humbly conceive the aft of in- 
'^ demnity.*' 
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^' Court. You mull plead guilty, or not 
'^ guilty/* 

'' P. If I plead, I lofc the benefit of that ad.** 

** Court. You are totally excepted out of the 
'\ aa.*' 

** p. If it were fo, I would plead. My name 
^' is not in that ad. ^' 

'' Court. Henry Martin is there.'* 

^ Mr. folicitor general. Surely he hath been 
** kept a clofe prifoner, indeed, if he hath not 
*' feen the adt of indemnity. Shew it him.'* 

*' Mr. Shelton opening the aft.'* 

*' Court. How is it written?'* 

/'Clerk. It is Henry Martin.** 

5' The adt being ftiewn him, he faid, 

" Henry Martin. My name is not fo, it is 
'* Harry Marten.*' 

" Court. The difference of the found is very 
*' little. You are known by that name of 
" Martin.** 

*^ P. I humbly conceive all /^(f»^/y?^/«/<f J ought 
'' to be underftood literally.** 

*' Clerk. Arc you guilty, or not guilty.** 

" P. I am' not Henry Martin.'* 

'* The clerk again aiked him as before, and the 
^' court faid, be advifed, the efFeft of this plea 
'^ will be judgement; and the folicitor general 
*^ cited, fpmewliat parallel to this, in a cafe for- 
** merly of Baxter, where the name was Bagfler, 
** with an i, and adjudged all one, being the fame 
«^ found. The clerk then put the qucflion to him 
«' again, when, inftcad of anfwering, he faid. 
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" P* My lord, I dcfire council,, there vill 
'* arife matter of law, as well as fad:." 

*« The court thev told him, you arc indided 
•* for trcafdn, for a. miilieiou^, traitorous, com- 
*' pafling and imagining the king's death ; if 
•* you have any thing of j unification, plead not 
*^ guilty, and you ihallbe heard : for if itbc juf-- 
" tifiable, it is ndt freafon. The rule is, either 
** you muft plead guiUy, and fo confefs, or rtot 
" guiUy, and put yourfeif upon your tjial^ there 
*' is no medium/' 

*^ P. May I give any thing m evidence befdre 
" a verdift?" 

'' Court. Yes ; upon your trial you may give 
'' any evidence that the law warrants to be 
^^ la'ivful evidence.** 

^' The clerk here again put the qucftion of 
" guilt)^, or not guilty; and the court faid, un- 
♦* derftand one thing, becaufe I would not have* 
*' you miftaken, you cannot give in evidence 
" the mifnomer.** 

'^ P. I fubmit, and plead not guilty J* 

'* Clerk. How will you be tried ?•'. . 

" P. By God and my country.** 

** Clerk. God fend you a good deliverance.'* 

" Council. He did both fign and fisal the 
*^ precept for fummoning the court, and the war- 
*' rant for execution, fet almoft every day,, and 
'' particularly the day of fentence.** 

" P. My lofd, I do not decline a ctmfeffion, 
*^ fo as to the matter of fad, the malice fet afide?, 
" malicioufly, murdcrotiily, and traitoroufly." 

2 
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' ^* Council. If you have znj thing to fay to 
** that, we will prove it/' 

*^ Lord chief baron. That I maiy inform you 
'^ in it 9 there is malice implied by law, malice 
•' in the adt itfelf j that which you call malice, 
•' that you had no particular intention or defign 
*^ againft the king^s perfon, but, in relation to 
*'^ the government, that will not be to this prefent 
** bufinefs. if it fhould extenuate any thing that 
** would be betwceh God and your own foul ; but 
•* as to that which is alledged in the indidlment^ 
*^ malicioti/ly, murderoujly^ and traitoroujly, they 
'^ are the confequertces of law. If a man meet 
*^ another in the ftreet, and run him through, in 
*^ this cafe the law implies malice i though but to 
** an ordinary watchman, there is malice by the 
*' law in the fad ; if there was no fuch expreflcd 
** perfdnal malice as you conceive^ yet the facSt 
•* done implies malice in law." 

^^ Mf« folicitor general. My lord, he does 
^^ think a inan may fit upon the death of thcj 
*' king, fentence him to deaths figri a warrant for 
" his execution^ meekly, innocently, charitably, und 
« honejily.'^ 

*' P. I (hall not prcfume to compare my 
*' knowledge in the law with that of the learned 
*' gentleman^ but according |o that poor under- 
*' Handing of the liw of England that I was ca- 
*^ pable df, there is no fad that he can name that 
'' is i, crime in itfelf, but as it is circumftantiated; 
^^ Of killing a watchman, a^ your lordlhip in- 
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'^ ftanced, a watchman may b^ kill<^ in not do- 
" ing his office, and yet no murder." 

" Lord chief baron. I inftanced that of a 
*^ watchman, to fhew there may be a malice by 
^' law, though not expreffed ; though a man kill 
^* a watchman, intending to kill another man, 
*^ in that cafe it is malice in law againft him: 
" fo in this cafe, if you went to kill the king 
** when he was not doing his office, becfaufe he 
^' was in prifon, and you hindered him from it, 
*' the law implies malice in this. It is true all 
*^ adtions arc circumftantiated, but the killing 6f 
*^ the king is treafon of all treafons.*' 

" Juftice Foftern If a watchman be killed, it, 
*^ is murder, it is in contempt of magiftracy, 
" of the powers above; the law fays, that con- 
*^ tempt adds to the malice.*' 

^' Council* We Ihall prove againft the prifoner 
*' at the bar, (becaufe he would wipe off malice) 
*^ he did this merrily, and was in great fport at 
*' the time of the figning the warrant for thf 
•' king's execution.'* 

*.* P. That does not imply malice." 



'' EWER Jzvornr 

*^ Council. Come^ fir, you are here upon your 
*^ oath, fpeak to my lords and the jury; you 
** know the prifoner at the bar very well, you 
^* have fomctimes ferved him ; were you prcfent 
" in the Painted Chamber, January 29, 1648, 
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*' at the figning the warrant, the parchment, 
*' againft the king?*' 

/^ Ewer^ The day I do not remember, but I 
^^ was in that chamber to atteind a gentleman 
*' there; I followed that gentleman, (looking at 
" Mr. Marten) I fpUowed that gentleman into 
** that chamber." 

" Lord chief baron. After what gentleman?** 
" Ewer. Mr* Marten. My lord, I was pref- 
*^ fing to come near, but I was put off by an of- 
*' ficer or foldier there, I told bim I was ordered 
" to be by that gentleman. My lord, I did fee 
** a pen in Mr. Cromwell's hand, and he marked 
*^ Mr. Marten in the face with it, and Mr. Marten 
*^ did the like to him ; but I did not fee any one 
^' fet his hand, though I did fee a parchment 
** there with a great many feals to it.** 



'' SIR PURBECK TEMPLE /worn.*' 

^^ Council. What do you know of that gen- 
** tleman in his carriage of this bufinefs ?'* 

" Sir Purbeck Temple. My lords, I being 
" prefect in town when that horrid murder was 
*' contrived againft the late king, thqre came fome 
^< perfons of honor, fervants to the late king, to 
" my father's houfe, Sir Edward Partridge, to 
" engage me to join with them to attempt the 
** king's cfcapc. In order, whereunto they told 
**' me, nothing would tend fo much to his ma- 
*^ jelly's fervice, as to endeavour to difcover fome 

El 
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*^part of their counfcis, for thtt it was refolved 
'^ by Cromwell, to have the king tried at the 
" high court of juftice, as they called it, the 
«*' next day, and defircd me, if poflible, to be 
«' there to difcover their counfels, whereby the 
'' king might have notice, and thofc that were to 
" attempt his efcape. In order, -whereunto, the 
'^ next day, by giving money to the officer of the 
" Painted Chamber, I got in by day light in the 
** lobby of the lords' houfe; I cfpicd a hole "in 
'* the wall, under the hangings, where I placed 
•* myfclf till the council came, where they were 
" contriving the manner of trying the king when 
*^ he fhould come before them j and, after the 
^^ manner of praying, and private confults amongft 
^^ themfelves, when their prayer was over, there 
'^ came news that the king was landed at Sir Ro- 
*^ bert Cotton's flairs ; at which, Cromwell run 
*' to a window, looking on the king as he came 
" up the garden, he returned as white as" the wall ; 
" returning to the board, he fpeaks to Bradfhaw 
" and Sir Henry Mildmay, how they and Sir Wil- 
*' liam Brreton " (fhould be Brereton)" had con- 
" eluded on fuch a bulinefs; then turning to the 
*' board, faid thus, " My maftcrs, he is come, 
*' and now we are doing that great work, that the 
** whole natron will be full of, therefore I delire 
**^ you to let us refolve here what anfwer we Ihall 
*' give the king, when he comes before us ; for 
** the firft qucftion that he will alk us will be, 
** by what authority and commiffion do we try 
'* him.? to which none anfwcrcd prcfcntly ;, then. 
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** after a little fpace, Henry Marten, the prifon- 
" cr at the bar, rofc up, and faid, in the nanie of 
•* the commons and parliament affembled, and 
*' all the good people of England, which none 
*^ contradicted, fo all rofc up, and then I faw 
** every officer, that waited in the room, fent out 
*' by Cromwell to call away my lord fuch a one, 
*' (whofe name I have forgot) who was in the 
'^ Court of Wards Chamber, that he fhould fend 
•' away the inftrument, which came not, and fo 
" they adjourned themfelvesto WeftminfterHall, 
*' going into the Court of Wards themfelvcs as 
^^ they went thither. When they came to the 
** Court in Weftminfter Hali, I heard the king 
*' afk them tlie y^ry fame queftion that Cromwell 
" had faid to them/^ 

*' Mr. Solicitor. Gentlemen, the prifoncr at 
** the bar confefles his hand to the warrant for 
** executing the king; you fee, by his fervant, 
** how merry he was at the fport ; you fee, by his 
^* witnefs, how ferious he was at it ; and gave the 
^' foundation of that advice, upon which they all 
** proceeded:; and now he fays he did it not trai- 
*^ toroufly; I humbly conceive* he means it was 
" juftifiable.'*' 

•* Sir P. Temple. At another time, I was in 
** towh, on a Friday, and wanting horfes, I went 
" to Smithfield, where I faw the horfes of ftate, 
'* of his late majefty, to be fold in the common 
^* market, at which, I called to the rider ; fays 
*' I, what makes thefe horfes here ? fays he, I am 
" to fell them; )yhy, fays I, there's the king's 
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'• brand upon them, C. R, and he fhewcd them 
'* me; faid I, will you fell thcfe horfes? what 
*' price? he afked me three or four fcore pounds 
" a piece; fays !> who warrants the fale of thefe 
'* hprfes? fays he, Mr. Marten and Sir William 
'^ Brereton. Afterwards I heard the horfes were 
** taken into the mewes by the prifoncr at the bar, 
*' and Sir William Brereton/* 

*' Council. Was this before the trial ?*' 
'' Sir P. Temple. It was in 1642 or 1643.*' 
^' Couhcil. That's nothing to this bufinefs.*' 
*' P. My lord, the commiffion went in the 
*' name of the commons affembled in parlia- 
*' ment, and the good people of England; and 
'* what a matter is it for one of the commiffion - 
" ers to fay, let it be afted by the good people 
«' of England/* 

*^ Mr, Solicitor General. You know all good 
'^ people did abhor it; I am forry to fee fo little 
'^ repentance.** 

" P, My lord, I hope that which is urged by 
" the learned council, will not have that impref- 
*^ fion upon the court and jury that it feems to 
" have, that I am fo obftinate in a thing fo ap- 
*' parently ill; my lord, if it were poffible for 
" that blood to be in the body again, and every 
'' drop that was flied in the late wars, I could 
*' wilh it with all my heart ; but, my lord, I 
/^ hope it is lawful to offer in my own defence, 
^' that which, when I did it, I thought I might 
*^ do. My lord, there was the houfe of com- 
^' mons, a^ I underftood it, (perhaps your lord^ 
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•' (hips think it was not a houfe of conamons) 
'^ but then it was the fupreme authority of Eng- 
'* land : it was. fo reputed both at home and 
*' abroad. My lord, I fuppofe he that gives obe- 
*' dience to the authority in being defaao, whc- 
'* thtrdejurcj orno; I think he is of a peace- 
'^ able difpofition, and far from a traitor. My 
'^ lordj I think there was a ftatute made in Henry 
** VII/s time, whereby it *vas provided, that 
** whofoever was in arms for the king, de 
^' faSo, he fhould be indemnified, though that 
'^ king, defaSlo^ was. not dejurei and if fupreme 
*^ officers,^<fyj^^, can juftify a war, (the mod 
*^ pernicious remedy that was ever adjudged by 
'* mankind, be the caufe what it will) I prefume 
** the fupreme authority of England may juftify 
*' a judicature, though it be but an authority, 
*' defa£lo. My lord, if it be faid that it is but 
** a third eftate, and a fmall parcel of that, my 
** lord it was all that was extant. I have heard 
*' lawyers fay, that if there be commons appur- 
'^ tenant to a tenement, and that tenement all 
** burnt down, except a fmall ftick, the com- 
*' mons belong to that one fmall piece, as it did 
*^ to the tenement, when all ftanding. My lord, 
*' I fliall humbly offer to confideration, whether 
*^ the king were the king indeed, fuch a one, . 
'^ whofe peace crowns ai^d dignities were con- 
•^ ccrned in public matters. My lord, he was 
^* not in execution of his offices, he was a pri- 
^^ foner. My lord, I will not defer you long, 
'^ aeithcr would I be ofFenfive; I had then, an4 

E4 
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^^ I have now, a peaceable inclination^ a Fefo^ 
^* lution to fubmit to the government that Go4 
" hath fet over me* I think his^majcfty, that 
^' now is, is king upon the bcft title under hca- 
" ven, for he is called in by the reprefentative 
*^ body of England. I Ihall, during my life, 
*' long or fhort, pay obedience to him : beiides, 
^'my lords, I do owe my life to him, if I am aCr 
'^ quitted for this. I do confefs I did adhere to 
^* the parliament's army heartily ; my life is at 
*' his mercy ; if his grace be pleafed to grant it, 
" I have a double obligation to him.'* 

" Mr, Solicitor General. My lord, this gen- 
** tleman, the prifoner at the bar, hath entered 
^' into a difcourfe, that I am afraid he muft have 
*' an anfwer in parliament for it. He hath owned 
^' the king, but thinks his bcft title is the ac- 
** knowledgment of the people, ai^d he that hath 
^' that, let him be who he will, hath the beft ti- 
" tie: we have done with our evidence.'* 

'* P. I have one word more, my lord i I hum- 
** bly defire that the jury would take notice, that 
** though I am accufed in the name of the king, 
*' that if I be acquitted, the king is not caft ; it 
^' doth not concern the king that the prifoner 
^^ be condemned, it. concerns him that the pri- 
" foner be tried ; it is as much* to hi9 inteieft; 
^^ crpwn, and dignity, that the innocent be ac«' 
" quitted, as that the nocent be condemned.'* 

*' Mr. Solicitor Genen^l. My lord, thia puM 
f ^ us now upon the reputation of our evidence ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



^< and you may fee how neccflary it is to diftin- 
^^ guifli between confidence and innocence; for 
^* this very perfon that defires you to have a care 
^' how you condemn the innocent, he doth feem- 
^^ to intiixiate to you, that he is an* innocent p€tr- 
^' fon at the bar, and yet confefles he did fit upon 
*^ the king, did fentence him to death, that he 
^' ligned the warrant for the execution; and yet 
" here fi'ands that perfon that defires you to have 
^^ a care of condemning innocence. What is this 
^'. at the bottom of it, but that my faft is fuch as 
f' I dare not call it innocence, but would have 
^' you to believe it fuch ? Gentlemen of the jury, 
*^ was it your intention the king (hould be tried 
^^ as thi^ prifoner moved ? It will concern you 
^' to declare, that the people of England do abhor 
^^ his fa<5ls and principles : every fad the prifoner 
*' has confeffcd himfelf, the fitting in that court, 
•' which was treafon ; his fentencing wastrcafon; 
*' figning the warrant for executiori was the highcfl: 
" of treafon. pentlemen, all that he hath to fay 
** for himfelf is^ there was an authority of his 
^* own inaking, whereby he becomes innocent ; 
^* but we hope out of his own mouth you will 
*^ find him guilty. 

<« The lord chief baron, in his charge to the 
^' jury, obferved, that Mairten hath done that 
f^ which looks forward more than backward. I 
*• could wi(h with all my heart he had looked 
** mwe backward ; that is, to repentknce of that 
f^ which is pafl:, than obedience to that which is 
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'^ to come. It is a trouble to repeat thofe things 
which he faid himfelf ; and truly I hope, 

'' in charity, he meant better than his words 

*^ were. 

" The jury bro;ught him in guilty/' 

He petitioned parliament for mercy, faying 
" he- had never obeyed any proclamation before 
*^ this, and hoped that he Ihould not be hanged 
" for taking the king's word now/' The grave 
and fober members were generally for having him. 
pay his forfeited life ; but he had fo niany who 
had partook of the pleafures of his conviviality, 
both within and without the houfe, that he 
obtained a. reprieve from the fentence of the 
law. 

I have exaftly copied the trial of this regicide, 
becaufe it has been, by a certain party, very much 
wrefted from its real meaning, by giving his de- 
fence in a garbled manner. 

After two or three removes, he "was confined 
in Chepftow Caftle, in Monmouthfliire ; where, 
in fpight of .all that hisr family could urge, 
who viewed his crime in its juft colours, he would 
fometimei break out in great indecencies about 
it. 

Here he remained for twenty years, and died 
fuddenly with his food in his mouth, in 1681, and 
in the feventy-eighth year of his age; in fiich 
wretched poverty and abjednefs, both in fpirits 
and fortune, that he was glad to receive a cup of 
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ale from^ any who would give it hiixi,— if Dr. 
Echards*s account is accurate. 

Such was the end K)f the gay, the licentious, 
debauched, abandoned, Harry Marten, who could 
play his jefts,whilft facrificing his royal mailer 
to the aggrandizement of .a rebellious army.— 
Such were the laft fad days and years of this man, 
whofe quicknefs of thought, elegance of manners, 
vivacity, wit, and charming gaiety, had often 
fafcinated, not only the convivial board, but the 
grave, auftere, four, republican chiefs in the houfe 
of commons, who often chofe him their manager 
and direftor. Who, after fpending a noble pa- 
ternal inheritance, vaft fums gained by plunder, 
or the lavifti grants of the parliament, was re- 
duced to a lower ftation than his moft menial fer- 
vant ; and whom, if he had not been fupported 
as a criminal, mult have been as a prifoner for 
debt. 

Such a charadter is an awful lelTon to the rich 
and thoughtlefs, to the man of genius, to fuch 
who are favoured with peculiar blelfings of mind 
and fortune, that they may reftrain themfelves by 
checking thofe propenlities to which both their 
tempers and the fpecious temptations of their fta- 
tion allure, — left, like Harry Marten, they become 
monuments of their own ruin, and public objeftg 
of fcorn, contempt, and abhorrence. 

What a contraft is there between Harry Marten 
and his father; who being left with no more than 
40I. a year, raifeda great eftatc, and commanded 
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the love and admiration of all ; for, as he faid, 
having but little, he was obliged to exert his ge- 
nius to maintain himfelf ; which he fliould not, 
he owned, have done had his paternal inheritance 
been fo-much as 8ol. per annum. After ftudying 
firft at Winchefter, and afterwards at New College, 
he was prevailed upon by Dr. Andrews, Bilhop 
of Winchefter, to take to the civil law rather than 
divinity : and there by his' talents, at once folid 
and brilliant, he rofe to the height of the profef- 
fion, uniting the offices of judge of the preroga- 
tive court for the probate of wills, and of the ad- 
miralty for trade ; which made King James I. fay 
merrily, *' he was a mighty monarch by fea and 
*' land ; over the living and the dead.'* Had his 
fon began life as he did, he might have been an 
ornament, inftead of a difgrace, to fociety; Sir 
Henry was trufted and honoured by two fove- 
reigns, and univerfally beloved by all their fub- 
jeAs : Harry Marten was the murderer of one of 
his fovereigns, and confcquently deteftable in the 
eyes of the other ; and he was univerfally fcorncd 
and defpifed by ail mankind. 

I cannot but add to this relation, what Bifhop 
Burnet fays of him : One perfon cfcaped, as was 
" reported, mcerly by his vices- Henry Marten, 
** who had been a moft violent enemy to monar- 
^^ chy, but all that he moved for, was upon Roman 
.** and Greek principles. He never entered into 
*' matters of religion, but on defign to laugh, both 
>" at them and all morality ; for he was both an 
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** impious and vicious man. And now in his 
*' imprifonment, he delivered himfelf up to vice 
*' and blafphemy. It was faid, that this helped 
'* him to fo many friends, that upon that very 
*' account he was fpared.'* 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 63 3 



ne Life efSir WILLIAM MASHAM, Baft. 

Sir William Masham, Bart, was defccnded 
from the ancient family, of Oates, in Yorkfhirc, 
of which he was head. He had the been in the par- 
liaments of King James L whd created him a 
baronet ; and was then a reprefentative of Col- 
chefter, in Eiiex. 

He greatly diftinguifhed himfelf, both in the 
fenate and the camp, in the parliament intereft ; 
and fufFered fome feverities, it was thought, whilft 
a prifoner to the royal ifts, at Colchefter, which 
made him join others in figning a petition for a 
treaty. The parliament had a very high opinion 
of him, as had Fairfax ; the latter offered in ex- 
change for him Lord Capel's fon; the former, 
Mr. Afliburnham, the particular favourite of King 
Charles !•; which latter took effedt in Auguft 
1648. 

Nothing, however, could prevail upon him to 
fit as one of the commiffioners of the high court 
of juftice, erefted for the mock trial of his fove- 
reign ; yet he adled conftantly under the com- 
monwealth, and in the protedtorates. 

Happily for his family, he was not implicated 
in this moil enormous, crime ; for, by their fub- 
fequent conduct, they filled many refpedable of- 
fices in the ftate ; and his defCendant, Sir Samuel 
Mafham, the fourth baronet, wa;s ennobled by 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LIFB OF, &C. 63 

Queen Anne ; but the title of Baron Malham be- 
came extind in his fon, and fucceflbr. 

For more particulars of Sir William and his 
family, I muft refer my readers to the Memoirs 
of the Cromwell s. 
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The Life of SIMON MAYNE, Efq. 

Simon Mayne, Efq» was defcended of a very 
Ancient family, which became feated at Dinton 
inthq county of Buckingham, in 1606, and were 
a branch of thofe of Herts. He was the cldeft 
fon and heir of Simon Mayne, of Dinton, Efq. 
who died July 13, 1617, in the fortieth year of his 
age, and was buried in the church of Dinton, 
where a very magnificent monument is eredled to 
his memory. The epitaph fpeaks highly of his 
charadler ; it was fet up by his widow, Colluberry, 
daughter of Richard Lovelace of Hurley, in the 
county of Berks, Efq. Shediedjanuary 10, 1628-9. 

The unhappy fubjedl of thefe pages inheriting 
a confi(derable eftate, became a perfon of import- 
ance at fo critical a period ; and declaring for the 
parliament, they appointed him one of their com- 
mittee for Berks ; and a vacancy happening in 
the borough of Aylelbury, in his own county, he 
was cleded; fo that he became a member in the 
ever memorable long parliament. 

As a man of no great depth of judgment, and 
violent pafTions, he was pleafed with the nomina- 
tion of the army cabal to be one of the king's 
judges, and he fat in the Painted Chamber on. 
January the 17th, i8th, 19th, 25)thj 23d, 24th^ 
26th, 27th, and 29th ; and in Weftminfter Hall 
every day, except the 22d; and he figned and 
fealed the warrant for execution ; the arms were 
obliterated, but he bore argfent, on a bend, fable^ 
three dexter hands of the firft* 
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He joined in all the fubfequent charges^ and 
Continued during Oliver's protectorate as one of 
his committee for Bucks. At the reftoration, in 
compliance with the proclamation of the parlia- 
. ment, he furrendcred himfelf to a ferjeant at 
arms ; and became abfolutely excepted, and he 
was tried with fome others of the regicides at 
the Seffions Houfe in the Old Bailey, Odober i6, 
1660; at his arraignment he pleaded not guilty; 
but afterwards, when called up, faid^ 

*^ Prifoner. When I was laft here my lord, 
*^ that I did fpeak not guilty, was not as to matter 
*^ of fad, but my confcience telling of me that 
*' I had no malice or ill intention to his majefty, 
** that was the reafon. For matter of fad I fhall 
*^ acknowledge what I have done, and lye at his 
'' majefty's feet for mercy. I am an ignorant 
** weak man in the law, I will confefs the fa<5l. 

** Council. Did you fign the warrant for fum- 
•^ moning that court ? and did you fign the war- 
*^ rant for the execution of the king ?'* 

*' P. Ididfit incourt.'* 

** Council. Did you fign the warrant for exe- 
'* cution?** 

*• P. My lord, I knew not of the king's 
*' bringing up, I never was in any committee." 

'* Council. We do not alk you that ; look 
*^ upon the warrant, and fee if your hand and 
'* feal be not to it." 

'* P. My lord, it is my hand." 

'* Council. Then, my lord, we have done." 

*' P. My lord, I acknowledge it is my hand, 

Voi. IL F 
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^' by what importunity it may be known to fome 
f^ here ; I was very unwilling to it ; I was told, 
^' what fear was there when forty were there bc- 
^' fore, and twenty was of the quorum ? I was 
«* thereupon drawn in to fet my hand to it. My 
** lord, I never plotted nor contrived the buii-p 
*♦ finefs. There was a gentleman that told me, 
^' if I did offer to fpeak in the houfe— plucked 
^* me down by the coat, and he told me I Ihould 
*^ be fequeftered as a delinquent ; the (name of 
" this perfon I fhall omit) faith he, you will 
^* rather lofe your eftate than take away the king's 
f^ life. I leave it to you." 

« The jury found him guilty, and fcntence was 
^^ paffed upon him.'* 

His defence was weak, and it demands no con- 
iideration, becaufe it is probably all equally un- 
true, as one part evidently is fo ; he was upon 
many committees in the Painted Chamber, unlefs 
he meant thofe feledt and clofc ones which were 
held, and where adions can only be judged of by 
their efFedls. Some parts of his defence arp aU 
jnoft unintelligible. 

His misfortunes foon overwhelmed him ; he 
(lied in the Tower in the following year, and his 
l^ody was fent down to Dinton, and buried with 
thofe of his family, April i8, 1661, aged forty- 
pine years. He married Elizabeth, widow and 

yelidl of ton in the county of Eflcx ; 

who furvived him many years, and was buried at 
Dinton, Auguft 10, i(S49*. 

t The regicide had a lifter named CoUuberry j but no brother* 
finery. Who was John Mayne, buried July 5> 1638 i 
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He left two fons, Simon and Samuel. Simoix 
Mayne, Efq» the cldeft, had a grant, I believe, of 
part of the family eflate, from his majefty King 
Charles II. he was bbrn in 1644, and refided at 
Dinton, where he married Elizabeth, in the 
regifter called All. daughter of Chriftopher 
Browne of Folthry in Rutlandfliire in 1668. 
He died in 1725, having had ten children; 
I, Chriftopher, born in 1669, died without iffue 
in 1 701 ; 2, Simon, born in 1676, living, and un- 
married in 1723; 3, Richard, died leaving no 
child; 4, Edward, living in 1713; 5, Elizabeth, 
who died in 1687 ; 6, Jane mairied to Wil- 
cox of London, by whom he had Jane and Bridget ; 
7, Bridget, living in 17 13, married in 1703 to 
Charles Mafon of London, Gent, by whom flie 
had Charles, Mary, and Elizabeth; 8, Ann, died 
without iflue February 1711-12; 9, Lucy, living 
^^ 17^3; a^d lOj unknown. Simon Mayne, 
baptized in 1719, was probably the fon of Ed-^ 
ward. 

Samuel Mayne, the younger fon of the regi- 
cide, was a linen-draper in the city of London. 

A branch of this family fettled at Elmdon in 
Warwickfliire, but not defccnded from the regi- 
cide. Before that ancient church was taken 
down, I copied all the funeral infcriptions, 
which now are hid under the pavement of th\t 
very elegant houfe of God. v^ne of the gentle- 
men who had been a London tradefnian, by the 
death of an elder brother, came and fettK d in the 
old manfion ; and determining to take part of his 
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cftate into his own occupation, went and pur- 
chafed ftock at the neighbouring fairs, and to 
^ fliew his Ikill took a neighbouring yeoman to fee 
his bargains, who going towards the farm-yard 
was furprized to find fo great a buftle amongft 
the new ftock ; but the wonder ceafed when he 
faw fcveral bulls fighting for the maftery, ^* How 
*' is this. Sir ! why have you got fo many bulls ?'* 
'* Many ! no, I have not many, I have only^ the 
'* fama number as I have cows.** Such was the 
Londoner's knowledge of rural economy. He 
is ftill remembered by the name of the merry far^ 
mer. James Mayne, Gent, of Elmdon, who died 
December 28, 1715, aged 60, by Ann, his wife, 
who died April 28, 1696, left only, coheireffes, 
Ann, the eldeft of them, married Benjamin Baine, 
Efq. whofe eldeft fon, Paul Baine, Efq. was the 
friend of my youth, and was univcrfally re- 
fpedled : he fold this eftate, comprizing the whole 
parifti, with the ad vow fon, to Abraham Spooner, 
Efq. whofe fon, Ifaac Spooner, Efq. has ereded 
on the fcite of the old houfe, one of the moft fu- 
perb feats in the county ; the late Mr. I^pooner 
was the munificent builder of the church. At a 
more advanced age I have experienced many kind 
attentions from the prefent worthy poffeflors*. 

* I have mentioned this family in Warwickfliire, becaufe by a 
pedigree drawn up by Mr. Paul Baine, it appeared that the 
Maines were defcended by a female from King Edward III. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C h 1 



The Life of Sir HENRY MILDMAY, Knf. 

Sir Henry' Mildniay, Knight, was of a 
branch, of the very ancient and knightly family 
of Apthorpe in Effcx, being the fecond of three 
fons of Sir Thomas Mildmay, knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth, by Frances, only daughter of 
Henry RatclifF, Earl of Suflex; by his fecond 
wife, Ann, daughter of Sir Philip Calthorp, Knt. 
Sir Henry refided at Mulfho in Eflex. 

Lord Clarendon fpeaking of Sir Henry fays, 
** he was mafter pf the king's jewel houfe, who 
*' had been bred up in the court, being younger 
" brother of a good family in Effex, and who 
** had been profccuted with fo great favours and 
*' bounties by King James, and by his majefty 
•* (King Charles I.) that he was raifed by them 
*^ to a great cftate, and preferred to that office in 
'* his houfe, which is the beft under thofe, which 
*' entitle the officers to be of the privy council. 
** No man more obfequious to the court than he ^ 
** whilft it flouriftied ; a great flatterer of all 
*^ perfons in authority, and a fpic iit all places 
** for them. From the beginning of the parlia- 
*^ ment, he concurred with thofe who were moft 
" violent againft the court, and moft likely to pre- 
*' vail againft it, and being thereupon branded 
" with ingratitude, as that brand commonly 
** makes men moft impudent, he continued his 
^* dcfpcrate pace with them, till he became one 
•* of the murderers of his mafter/* 
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This charader, ftrong as it is, wc (hall fee is not 
overcharged. 

He obtained a feat in the long parliament for 
Maiden in ElTex, and immediately was loud 
againft the court, perhaps being refufed his pe- 
tition, for being admitted to the barony of Fitz- 
walter which he claimed, might influence his con- 
duct ; and though in this reign, it was thought 
his claim was not fufficiently clear, yet it was al- 
lowed to his family in the fubfequent one ; the 
parliament received him with the fame fenfations 
as the Turks do a renegado chriftian, gave him 
every public honour, but in their hearts boJield 
him with contempt and deteftation. 

They appointed him one of the committee for 
the county of Eflex. He was not perhaps capa- 
ble of any great and intricate bufinefs, they there- 
fore made him a kind of mafter of the ceremo- 
nies, deputing him to receive the ambafladors 
who came to England, and whofe matters dif- 
graced themfelves with directing them to apply 
to the parliament inftead of the fovereign. 

As a wealthy man they pledged him as one of 
their hoftages for the payment of the two hundred 
thoufand pounds, which they were to give to the 
Scots, for their perfidy in delivering up their fo- 
vereign, who had fled to them for protection. 
He foon however regained bis liberty by the par* 
liament's punduality in paying the money. Not 
langafter he received their thanks for his '* good 
'^ fervkes" in Hamplhirc at the trial of the 
loyal Captain Bewley, who was condeipncd of 
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high treafon for attempting to liberate his indar-. 
cerated fovcrcign at Cari (brook. 

Though he and Mr.* Lawrence Whitakef had 
been peculiarly favoured by receiving monopolies* 
a cuftom which for feveral rcigni^ had been highly 
injurious to the nation at large ; yet thefe gentle- 
men, becaule they fided with the parliament, were 
hot only Ikreened but highly enriched and truftedj 
whilft the fevcreft profecutions were commenced < 
againft fuch, who had been alike guilty of ex- 
adlions upon the public. 

He had the odious office of feizing upon the 
perfons and properties of thofe whom the parlia- 
ment, or their mailers the' army, were pleafed to 
load with the names of delinquents ; as alfo to 
fccure any moneys collc6ted for the ufe of hii 
majcfty. This was a perfonal infult to the king, 
and the party to which he had joined himfeif 
could not have placed him in a point of view 
which lowered him more than this. He was alfo 
appointed of the committee to conlider of the 
itioft prcfper means of forming a Welf-India 
company, and to regulate the fiftiing updn the 
coai5i of the Btitifh iflands ; employments, which 
his ha\>its of life could ill fit him for either the 
duties of attending, or judging, if he had. 

Shame and he had long feparated ; he rather 
courted than Ihunned infamy ; of all men he 
ihould have declined the deteftable office of fit- 
ting in judgment upon his fovcreign, to glut the 
ambition, the pride, and avarice of the army ; yet, 
he was very adlive in the formation of the. high 
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court of juftice : he fat in the Painted Chamber 
January the 8th, loth, 15th, 23d, 25th, and 26th, 
and in Wcftminfter Hall on the 23d. 

He, and Sir John D* Anvers, were the only per- 
fons that fat as his judges, whom his majefty per- 
fonally knew, except fuch who were officers in 
the parliament army, and they had both been 
confidential and highly favoured fervants ; we 
may therefore give full credit to Lord Clarendon's 
affertion, that '^ the party of mifcreants,** their 
fellow commiffioncrs *' looked upon no two men 
*' in the kingdom with that fcorn and deteftation 
*' as they did D'Anversand Mildmay.*' 

Yet they could not do lefs than give him a 
place in the new government, which he had fo 
greatly affifted to credt, at the rilk of every pof- 
lible duty both divine and human. They there- 
fore put his name in the council of ftate in the 
years 1649, ^650, and 1651 ; and when they re- 
moved the Princefs Elizabeth and the Duke of 
Gloucefter from the care of the Countefs of 
Leicefl?er, they were committed to his,, who^fu- 
pcrintended, or rather guarded them in Cariibrook 
Caftle, which had been one of the prifoi;a^of 
their murdered father, and of which he w-ai^'ue- 
come governor. 

His inftrudions were, that no perfon (hould be 
permitted to kifs their hands, and that thef 
(hould not be treated with any other refped than 
what was due to the children of a private gen- 
tleman, and which he very cxacflly obferved. 

The dufce*s tutor was fent, with which his royal 
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highnefs was very well plcafed ; he and ail others 
gave him only the familiar ftyle of Mr. Harry: 
here the unhappy princcfs fell a vi<flim to filial 
piety, or to fpeak more properly, filial grief, never 
overcoming the (hock of the king's cataftrophe, 
dying at the age of fifteen, September 8, 1650. 
She was buried at Newport in the Ifle of Wight ; 
and in November 1793, in digging a grave in the 
chancel of that church, to dcpofit the body of 
the brother of Lord de la War, her leaden coffin 
was found. To difgrace royalty, the republicans 
meant to put this princefs apprentice to a button 
maker, and her brother the Duke of Glpucefter 
to that of a fhoe maker ! ! ! 

His royal highnefs, who was arrived at his 
twelfth year, and was a youth of the beft expec- 
tations^ and handfome in his perfon^ becoming an 
objeft of jealoufy to Cromwell, bccaufc it had 
been recommended by many of monarchical 
principles near him, to place the duke upon the 
throne, under particular flipulations; he therefore 
informed the queen mother, as well as the duke, 
that he might withdraw to the continent, and Sir 
Henry was ordered to pay his tutor, Mr. Lovel, 
five hundred pounds for the ufe of his royal 
highnefs ; but a fhip was to be found out of this 
fum, andit way to fail from the Ifle of Wight 
without his going on fhore in any other part of 
England. The prince embarked in the begin- 
ning of February 1652-3, attended only by two 
fervants, and he landed ^t Dunkirk, where he 
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was received by his illuftrious relations as his 
exalted rank and misfortunes demanded* 

Cromwell, who with fuch facility dived into 
the characters of other men, could eafily fathom 
Sir Henry's, and I prefume he held none of his 
JuhjeRs in lefs eftimation than him ; Sir Henry 
indeed was continued as one of the committee 
for the county of Eflex, where feveral of his re- 
lations were alfo put in the fame obnoxious em- 
ployment*. It is however well known that he 
never was in the protcftor's confidence, and he 
obtained but little confequence in the revolutions 
which followed ; indeed to fuch contempt was 
he fallen, that in dcrilion, he was generally called 
SirWimfey Mildmay. The reftored long par- 
liament, named the Rump, were pleafed indeed 
to unite him in 1659 with Mr. Whitlock and Sir 
John Trevor, to attend the French ambaffador at 
his introdudion ; this was however a matter of 
Hate, not of confidence. 

At the reftoration, words were wanting to ex- 
prefs the public indignation againft him. The 
parliament confidcring his extreme wickednefs, 
though they would not put him to death, as he had 
neither fat the laft day of the late king's trial, nor 
iigned the warrant for execution, yet were deter- 
mined to inflid an exemplary punifhment upon 
him. 



• They were, Henry Mildmay of Gracci, Efq. Carcw Harvey 
Mildmay Efq. and Francis Miklroay, Efq. 
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He was brought to th^* bar of the houfc of 
commons July 12, 1661, where after confeffing 
his crimes, he received this fentence, that he 
ihduld be degraded from all titles of honour, 
dignities and pre-eminences, or to ufe or bear the 
title of knight, efquire, or gentleman, or ufe any 
coat of arms ; and he was ordered to be drawn 
upon a fledge with a halter about his neck from 
the Tower of London, to, and under the gallows 
at Tyburn ; and thence conveyed back to the 
Tower, and there to remain during iiis life. 
Which fentence, as far as it related to his con- 
veyance to Tyburn, was folemnly executed 
on January the 30th in the following ycar,^ 
that day being the anniverfary of the late king's 
murder. 

All the wealth he had been accumulating from 
the reign of King James I. until then, was to- 
tally lofl to him ; and this alone mud, to fo 
greedy a man, have been a very heavy affliftion. 
He had the meannefs to aflc, and the parliament 
the fcandal to grant him, a pecuniary fatisfadtion 
for the place he had loft of matter of the jewel 
houfe, when it was no longer neceflary, when his 
royal mafter had not even a jewel to intruft to 
any one's care. 

The fine feat of Wanftead in Eflex, which he 
had built being forfeited with his other eftates, 
was granted by his majefty to the Duke of York. 
Some of his acquifitions he purchafed of ^hc 
pstrliament, with their own-money as it were ; but 
thefe being part of the royal domains, reverted to 
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their legal owner, the crown. Some eftates which 
were fettled in jointure, however, defcended to 
his pofterity. 

This vile charaftcr was the exad oppofite to 
his younger brother, Anthony Mildmay, Efq. 
carver to King Charles I. who in the worft of 
times kept his integrity to his God and his prince, 
remaining fleady in his religion, and faithful to 
his foverergn until the end, attending the unhappy 
monarch not only in Carifbrook and Hurft Caf- 
tles, but afked, and obtained permiflion, with 
Mr., afterwards Sir, Thomas Herbert, Bart, to at- 
tend the corpfe of a mafter he was devoted to, from 
London to Windfor, where it was interred j a me- 
rit the greater when to be either orthodox or loyal 
was unpardonable. 

Sir Henry Mildmay, the regicide, married the 
widow ofAldcrman Sir Leonard Hollyday*, chiefly 
by the perfuafion of King Charles L who not 
only knighted, but became an advocate for him 
to procure this wealthy lady. She was Elizabeth, 
daughter and co-heir of Thomas D'Arcy, of 
ToUftiuiit-D'Arcy, in the county of ElTex, Efq. 
He had by her Robert, Henry, Charles, Thomas, 
Frances, Elizabeth, Mary, ancj^ Bridget. 

Robert Mildmay, Efq. the elddl fon, inhe- 
rited the feat of Mulfho, in Effex, which had 
been that of Sir Thomas Mildmay, Bart, eldeft 
brother of the regicide, and uncle to this gentle- 

* Sir Leonard Hollyday was lord-majTor in the year 1605 ; he 
bore two^bars, azure iu cbief> 3 peUf(K 
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man*. He married Mary, daughter and coheir 
of Sir" Thomas Edmonds, Knt. by whom he had 
Henry and Benjamin ; the former of whom pre- 
fented a petition to King Charles II. though then 
a minor, claiming the title of Baron Fitzwalter, 
as heir to his great-grandmother, Frances, only 
daughter of Henry Radcliffe, Earl of Suflex, and 
requeuing his nxAJefty's peripiflion to ufe the 
fame ; but he dying before any determination was 
made, and without iflue, his younger brother, 
Benjamin, January 19, 1669, purfued the claim, 
which was folemnly argued in the privy council 
before his majcfty, the Duke of York, Prince Ru- 
pert, the great officers of ftate,«and fcveral of the 
nobility ; but it was not fettled until November 
10, 1670, owing to the great oppofition made by 
Robert Cheeke, Efq. fon of Henry Cheeke, by 
Frances his wife, one of the lifters and heirs of 
the whole blood to Edward, Earl of Suflex, who 
died without iffue. The principal objedtions were, 
that the barony was merged in the earldom, and 
if not, it was loft to the Mildmay's, becaufe they 
were of the half blood ; but both objeAions were 
over-ruled, for the crown itfelf, as in the in* 
ftance of King Henry the Vlllth's children, goes 
to the half blood, and though a baron in fee-fimple 
be made an earl, the barony defcends to the heir- 

* Sir Thomas Milmay, created a baronet by King James I. 
June 29, 1611, left ,10 iflue by either of "his wives ; they were, 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Puckering, lord-keeper of the 
great feal ; and Attn, daughter 6f — r- Savile, Efq, 
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general^ whether the earldom continues or be- 
comes extindt. 

On the day juft mentioned, it was ordered, that 
^' the lords fpiritual and temporal, in parliament 
•' aflembled, taking into confideration this day 
** the Lord Fitzwalter's claim of precedency ia 
•* this houfe, to all the barons now fitting as ba- 
'* rons, the lord keeper, by command of the 
•* lords, demanded of the Lord Fitzwalter, whe- 
^* ther his lordfliip would confent to fit as the iaft 
** baron of the reign of King Edward L with a 
** faving of his own right, and alfo faving the 
'* right of all other barons ; to which the faid 
*' Lord Fitzwalter declared his confent : upon 
*' which confent given, this houfe did adjudge 
** that, his lordfhip be placed the Iaft baron of 
** the reign of King Edward L accordingly." 

** Then the lord-keeper, by the direction of 
^* this houfe, fignified to the Lord Fitzwalter, 
'• that his lordfhip fhould fit as the Iaft baron of 
** the reign of King Edward L with a faving of 
•* his own right, and faving the right of all other 
'* barons ; and accordingly the Lord Fitzwalter 
^^ fook the faid place immediately.** 

This nobleman married Catherine, daughter 
and coheir of Thomas, Lord Vifcount Fairfax, of 
the kingdom of Ireland, by whom he left two fur- 
viving fons, Charles and Benjamin. 

Charles Lord Fitzwalter dying without furviv- 
ing iffue, was fucceeded by 

Benjamin his brother^ who was created by King 
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George IL Earl Fitzwalter, whofe only fon dying 
in his life time, the earldom became extinft ; but 
the barony of Fitzwalter remains in abeyance, and 
was claimed by the late Lucy Knightley, of Fauf- 
ley, in Northamptoafliirc, Efq, but it was not 
»Uowcd. 
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The Life of HENRY MILDMAY, Efq. 

Henry Mildmav, Esq. a member for De- 
vizes, in Wiltlhire ; he was alfo appointed one of 
King Charles the Firft's judges ; but he never either 
fat as fuch, or figned the warrant for execution. 

Iprefume he was the fecond fon of Sir Henry 
Mildmay, whofe life has been given. His father, 
befides what came to the children of this gentle- 
man's elder brother, was enabled by the plunder 
he obtained during the civil war, and the ufur- 
pation, to give him a fortune fufficient to ereft a 
fine feat at Shawford, in the county of Hants, at 
an expence of ten thoufand pounds, and this gift 
being made before the reftoration, it was not then 
impeachable, or liable to forfeiture. 

He married Alice, daughter of Sir Moundiford 
Branftone, Knight, one of the mailers in Chan- 
cery. 
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The Life of GILBERT MILLINGTON, Efq. 

Gilbert Millington, Efq. was bred to the 
Iwir, and^ at the breaking out of the troubles^ 
declared for the parliament intereft. Upon a va- 
cancy, he was returned one of the reprefentative* 
for the comity of Nottingham. In the year 1646, 
he was appointed one of the commiflroners for 
the confervation of the peace between the Britifh 
kingdoms. He was elected chairman of the com- 
mittee for plundered minifters, where he has the 
reputati^on of exercifing his cruelty in a wanton, 
itrbitrary manner, and to have had the meannefs 
to divide the fees with Mr. Phelps, thie clerk: 
he had a grant for fomc fuppofed fervicc of one 
thoufand pounds* 

He was extremely forward in promoting the 
king's death, fitting every day, in both the Pain- 
ted Chamber and in Weftminfter Hall, e;>ccept on 
the 17th, and i8th of January; and he figned 
the warrant to put the unhappy monarch to 
death. 

Surviving the reftoration, he was excepted out 
pf the adl of indemnity, both as to life and eftate. 
He had previoufly furrcndered himfelf in com* 
pliance with the order of the parliament^ con- 
tained in their proclamation, dated OA. 16, 166O1 

He was arraigned as a regicide at the Seflions 
Houfe in the Old Bailey. Before he was c^lle^ 

Vol. II. 
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upoti for his trial, he faid, " I do not know whc- 
*' thcr it will be feafonablc for me to interpofe 
^^ now. I would fpeak a little/* But the pri- 
foners, Mr. Pennington and Mr. Marten, being 
before him, he retired until they had appeared. 

He fecmed defirous of defending himfelf from 
what he was pleafed to call malice^ as many others 
of them did ; for when he was arraigned, he faid, 
♦ *^ P. My lord, I am an ancient man, and deaf, 
^* I humbly crave your lord(hip*s pardon to hear 
*' me a few words ; I will promife it (hall be 
" pertinent enough.** 

** Mr. Solicitor General. Impertinent enough 
*^ he means.** 

" Court. You muft plead either guilty, and 
" fo confefs it, or not guilty, and then you Ihall 
" be heard any thing for your juftification.'* 

" Clerk. Are you guilty, or not guilty?** 

^' P. I defire I rnay — 

•* Court. There is nothing you can fay but 
** guilty, or not guilty j all other difcourfes turn 
" upon yourfelf.**. 

" Clerk. Are you guilty, or not guilty?*' 

" P. You might enlighten me in fome fcru- 
** pies. Does my paufe trpuble you much? I 
" Ihould not be long.** 

** Court. Your particular cafe cannot differ 
" from others.** 

** Clerk. Are you guilty, or not guilty?** 

*^ P. There are fome things in the indiftment 
** that I fay not guilty to ; there are others that I 
" muft deal ingenuoufly, and confefs them.** 
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** Clerk, Are you guilty in manner and form 
** as you are indidied ? or not guilty ?" 

^* He then fubmitted to the ufual forms ; an4 
** addreffing the court, faid, 

** P. I defire you to hear me ; I come not hi- 
" ther to difpute, but to acknowledge; I will 
*' not trouble you with long difcourfts. My lord, 
*^ it is not lit for wife men to bear them; I am 
** not able to exprefs them; I will not juftify 
" myfelf ; I will acknowledge myfelf guilty. 
** My lord, the reafon why I faid the laft day, 
'' not guilty, was in refpedl of being upon the 
/* fcafFold, and murdering the king, and thofc 
" times ; but I will wave all things, if your lord- 
'^ Ihip^will give me leave; I will go into the 
*^ loweft drain that poffibly can be^.I will con- 
*' fefs myfelf guilty every way. I was awed by 
*' the prefent power ; I was awed by the prefent 
*^ power then in being. This I leave with you, 
•' and lay myfelf at your feet, and have no more 
'* at all to fay, but a few words in a petition 
•^ which I defire you will plcafe to accept, and 
** fo I conclude.** 

'* Coujicil. We do accept this honeft and hum- 
" ble confeffion, and Ihall give no evidence 
•* againft him to ago^ravate the matter/' 

After^the jury had found him guilty, being 
alked what he had to fay, " why fentence fhould 
•* not be pronounced, he fpoke thus: 

*' P. I Ihall not trouble you with long dif- 
*' courfes; I will fay no more but this; I have 
** made a public prefentment of my forrow for this 
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*« offence formerly, and many times ; I fhall now 
'* delire no more, but humbly beg that I may 
^ have the benefit of the proclamation, and pray 
** Jiis majefty's mroft gracious pardon." 

He was accordingly paxdoncd as to life, but 
imprifoned until his death. 

His feal to the warrant only bears the impref- 
iion pf the numeral figure 3, or I fhould have 
been able to have learnt, perhaps, of what fami- 
ly he was, as there arc feveral refpcdlable ones of 
his furname. 

After the dreadful crime he had committed, he 
was alike rejected' by the republicans, and by the 
proteftors ; he appears, indeed, a man of no abi- 
lities; avarice, probably, inftigatcd his conduft, 
more than even his political opinions. 
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ne Life ^ JOHN MOORE, Efq. 

John Moorb, Efq. was a colonel of^the guatd»j» 
yid who for iomc xim^ had the benefit of the pafTe^ 
iff Lofidofi. 

He fat in the pretended high court of jttftice, 
in both the Painted Chamber aiid in Wertminfter 
liall, every day, the 13th and 19th excepfccf; but. 
hkt nftRie is not in the death warrant ;. on that ac^ 
count, I prefuttie, fce was not troubled as therc- 
Itoration. 

Of what family he was, I do not learn ; there 
was one of his, name in Slaropfhire, that greatly 
^ftiDgoilhed himfe^on the pariiament fide^. 

* Richard Moore, Efq. was a Member to BltiOf/s Caftte^ i« 
Shropihtre, in the long parliament ; he became a colonel, and re- 
ceived the thanks of the houfe for his good condu£t and brayery, 
and was the governor, I apprehend, ofLudlow of his name, a!hd who 
is defcribed of Linley, and Was taken up in 16544 for a fuppofed 
attempt to depofe Cromwell from the protectorate. Hit brother, 
Thomas Moore, Efq; came into the parliament upon a vacancy c 
he was an officer in the cullom-houfe* Colonel William Moore 
ferved in Ireland, and in Odober 1656, embarked with his regi- 
ment from Carrickfergus for Jamaica, which the protedlor had 
wrefted from Spain ; his men made forae little difturbancc whejn 
they iirft embarked, from diflike, probably, to their deftination,. 
The (hip Saphire, in which he failed, met with fo rude a ftorm, that 
it was obliged to put into port again. He fo little liked the fcrvice, 
that immediately upon his landing, he was very earneft to return ; 
but Lievltenant-general Brayne told him it was loo foon, he 
haying received a good advance, and engaged in his fervice, and 
therefore he ought not fo fpeedily to defert it : wl^ich threw hjm 
latP much paffion^ aqd l|e faid, God had deftroyed the for^ier ge< 
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neraU forbeini; cruel, and not fuffering people to go off theilland; 
and was this bis reward for his many coafiderable fervicesy and 
for the loff of his blood in the quarrel ? and faid, if the lieate« 
nant-general had a6ted as he had, he ihould look for the fame 
judgmentk Brayne replied^ b6 would endeavour to perform his 
truft) and fubmit to the pleafure of the Almighty. Moore, not 
fiidsfied, charged all with blood guiltinefs who had any concern 
in the defign. Exafperated beyond meafure^ the other told him^ 
tie mull anfwer it at a court martial, which immediately quieted 
him.^ Brayne, however, was {o difgufted with his behaviour, 
that he told Secretary Thurloe, that feeing what kind of officers 
were fent from Ireland, that if any more troops came from that 
kingdom, it would be advifeable to head them with officers from 
England or Scotland. From this pafTage I (hould fuppofe, that, 
Colonel William Moore was an Iriihman. There were fome of 
tbem in England , who were as great enemies to regal defpotifm, 
as dating in avowing it, l6ng before the civil war was- thought of; 
for in .the year 1626, Mr* Moore, a member of parliament, was 
committed by the houfe of commons for having fpokaa words rc< 
flcdting upon the king. 
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The Life of HERBERT MORLEY, E/q. 

Herbert Morley, Efq. was of a very antient 
and refpedablc family in Suffex, and was a mem- 
ber of parliament for Lewes, in that county, in 
the two laft called by King Charles L, and early 
diftinguiflied himfelf as an oppofcr of the king, 
entering into the parliament army, where he rofe 
to be a colonel. 

In the year 1643, he attacked, and beat back 
the forces of Lord Hopton, which were marching 
to obtain the town of Lewes. He foon after 
went to the affiftance of Colonel Norton, who was 
beficging Bafing Houfe, a feat of the Marquis of 
Wincheftcr, and which held out more than three 
months, and at length was relieved by the Ikill 
and bravery of Colonel Gage; yet he received the 
thanks of the parliament. In his own county he 
had, as a committee man, confiderable influence* 

He joined, however, the army cabal, and con-' 
fented to their demand, of putting, the king to 
death, aad accepted the horrid office of fitting 
as one of his judges, at the mock trial ; but he 
only attended in the Painted Chamber, and there 
no more than three days, the 12th, the 15th, and 
the 1 8th ; nor did he fign the warrant. 

He was not a confpicuous figure afterwards, 
whilfl: the commonwealth remained, though he 
was plcafed with their fejatiments upon govern- 
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ment ; but he was quite a malcontent in Crom^ 
well's protccflorate. Major-general GofFe wrote 
to fccretary Thurloc, November 5, 1655. '^ I 
''^Intend (if the Lord pleafe) to give Coll. Mor- 
*' ley a kind viffit this day, his houfe being within 
*' two or three niiles. I hope fuch a civillity, 
'* whatever he thinkes of my bufines, will doe 
** noe hurt;** and in one, dated November thtf 
yth, he told Thiirloe that " Coll. Morley faith, 
*' any thing he can affift mee in, as a juftice of 
** peace, he will doe to the utmoft; but for other 
" things, he did not underftand, (or fomething- 
^' to that purpofcj which he begann with foe 
*' early, as though he hacj a defire to prevent me 
'* in propounding any thing ellfe to him, which 
'* I took for a cleere fatisfa<9:ion to my felfe, thai 
*• he would not act, and therefore laide afidc the 
" thoughts af putting in his name;*' and he de^ 
clined putting in Mr. Hayes, or Mr. Fagge*s, 
becaufo *' the one had not lately adted in. any 
*^ thing, and' the other bad been for fomc time 
** too gratious to difaffedked perfons, and befideHi 
**' would not ftir an hair's breadth without Colo- 
^ nel Morley.*' Though it appears that he oc- 
Cafionally fent fome letters of public bufincfSj 
relative to the fhipping, to the fecretary. 

But all this good correfpondence Avas deftroyed 
Rv 1656 by his feclufion, with many other:$s from> 
the houfe of commons, though retarneda mem-« 
ber of it, ar liberty that none of our mofl^arbitrary 
monarchs ever tM>ok ; yet in that iituation it wa» 
impofflble to let' fuch fit, who would not fiiibCcriW 
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authority k was called. He appears to have uni- 
ted warmly with many of them in fetting forth a- 
manifefto againft this breach of privilege ; and 
which would have defervedty echoed and re- 
echoed from fliore to ftiprc, had the late king^ 
dared to have made fuch an attempt : the demand^ 
kig only five members, was one of the things 
whick had molt irritated the long parliament: 
:igadaft their lawful fovereign. 

Fear&il^ however, of the coming ftorm* for 
Oliver was not to he roufed without the moft im- 
minent danger, he wrote, October itj 16^6, to 
Sir John Trevor, to. acquaint him, that both h« 
and his brother Fagge would remain peaceably at 
their 9wn feats ; and requefted him to fay fo 
smchj if he found them fufpefted ; and he con* 
cludedi his letter by faying, '' he could not en- 
'* large at. prefenit^ having bin crafy thi& five 
^ wcek« I which is now turned to a terrible fitt 
•* of the gQut> accompanied with a feaveriih. dif- 
^ temper./* He lived in feclufion until the long 
parliament was reftored, and then he was called 
Ibisth as their champipn. 

IHc was appointed one^ of the council of ftatc, 
and wrote a prodigioujs long manifefto, figned by 
others, adducflod to General Fleetwood* to tell. 
bii|Lthat he was fenlible of the peculiar tempta^ 
tion thatr hefet him; I>ut prefied him much to 
&C£ifice his aiabition for the good of that caufe 
ia which they had all embarked. He was after^ 
m^Lont o£th^c.appQint€d:tp govern. the armf^ 
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when they publilhed their feven articles : '' That 
*' there fhould be no kingftiip : No fingle perfon 
*• as chief magiHrate: That an army be con- 
'* tinued : No impofition upon confciencc : No 
" houfe of peers : The legiflative and executive 
" powers to be in diftind: hands : and, That par- 
** liaments fliduld be elected by the people.*' 

He was fent with Hefelrigge and Walton to 
fecure Portfmouth, it being feen that Lambert 
meant to declare for himfelf, expeding the army 
would proclaim him fucceflbr to the protedloral 
honours : and obtaining that important place, 
they returned to London, and received the thanks 
of the houfe for their fervices. 

During all this time, he was adting with General 
Monk, as one of the army commiflioners ; and 
he was by unanimous confent approved of to name 
the officers of the regiments. At this time all 
was myftery, none knowing what a day would 
produce, or in what all the various changes would 
end ; it was a troubled ocean ; and every indi- 
vidual's perfon and property was threatened to be 
ingulphed. 

At fuch a time as this, he had the place of all 
others that was moft important, except the gene- 
ral and commander in chief; for he was appointed 
in January 1659-60, Lieutenant of the Tower; fo 
that there can be little doubt but that he had been 
already won by Monk. Mr. Ludlow alludes to 
this, when he fays, that *' he was fufficiently 
f* known to be of a temporizing fpirit." Towards 
the end of Aprils he openly declared his fatisfac^ 
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lion in what Monk did ; and the reftoration foon 
followed, though the air of myftery was continued 
to the laft hour, for fear of the many unquiet 
ipirits breaking out into fome defperate wicked- 
nefs againft the general and fome of the other 
great leading charaders. 

He was received to favour by King Charles II. 
to whom he furrendcred the citidal of his capital; 
and died, after a very unquiet life, in peace, con- 
vinced that the ideas he had fet out with were fal- 
lacious and idle ; that ideal and real liberty were 
diftindl; that a republic is not congenial with the 
laws of this country ; that where there are many 
nearly equal, there will ever be a conftant aim to 
obtain tlie fuperiority; and that whenever an 
army is called 'in to decide what the laws only 
ihouldj they will difregard both iide«, and the 
general will give laws to each. 

Hi3 elegant feat at Glynde is now pofleffed, bjr 
defcent from him, by the family of Trevor, who 
have aflumed the furname of Hampden. We muft 
fuppofe him far from amiable, or afting upon 
principles of generofity, as he acquired the name 
of " Plunder-maftcr of Surrey.** 
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-fbe Life of WILLIAIV^ Urd MONSON. 

William Lorix Monson^ fl^ould read Sir Wil- 
liam, created Lord Monfon^ and Vifcount Caftle- 
main, ia the kingdom of Ireland. He was the 
younger fon of Sir Thomas Monfon, mafter of the 
armory, and mafter-falcancr to Kinfg James L and 
by that monarch created a baronet in i6ii. He 
was twice tried for being fuppofed guilty of af- 
filling in the poifoning of Sir Thomas Overbury^ 
but both times honourably acquitted. He fur- 
vived tafee the ruin of the kingdom by the civil 
war; and ir^ 1646, he, with Sir Philip Warwick, 
treaied on behalf of Sir Thomas Gcmham, gover- 
nor of Oxfoird, with Sir Thomas Fairfax^ the par- 
liament general. Sir Thomas Monfpn married 
Anne* daiughter of Sir Edmond Auderfon,, lord 
chief jufiice of the common pleas. 

Lord C^ftlemain,. who had been thus^ diftin- 
guilhed by the crown^ ought to have exerted him- 
fclf in behalf of bis. fo vereign, from perfonal gra- 
titude; it was the noore extraordinary that he 
Ihould break out into fuch open and criminal aAs, 
as not only his father was loyal, but alfo his brave 
and wife uncle. Admiral Sir William Monfon, 
and, I believe, his eld.er brother. Sir John Mon- 
fon, created by King Charles I. at his coronation, 
a knighjl of the bath. 

Yet not all thefe very cogent reafons could in- 
fluence the depraved heart of this nobleman te 
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walk in that path which a fenfe of honour would 
have imperioufly di<3:ated : he feemed to glory in 
his own degradation of fentiment and rank ; ob- 
taining a feat in the Englifli houfe of commons, 
he was foremoft in all their difgraceful attempts 
to debafe the fovereign ; he accepted the hateful 
office of being a committee-man for the county of 
Surrey. 

To crown the whole, in 1646, as a member of 
the houfe of commons, he moved a defire to wave 
his privilege, ai^d to have a fuit againft him pro- 
ceed ; and from hence arofc *' an ordinance to 
** tak? away the privilege, as to title and debts ;** 
the perfon only to be inviolable, and not the lands 
or goods of fuch who had feats in parliament. 

He was as fedulous to deftroy, as he ought to 
have been to defend, the life of his fovereign ; no 
doubt, requefting to be named in the commiflion 
of the high court of juftice, as it was impioufly 
called; and he fat in the Painted Chamber on 
January the 8th, 15th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 2 2d, and 
26th ; and in Weftminfter Hall on the 20th, 2 2d, 
and 23rd. 

After this bafeft of crimes, he funk in tlie efti- 
mation of all men, and in none more than in thofe 
who had made him the dupe of their ambitious 
defigns ; for they were driving, by the completion 
of this villainy, to raife themfel ves, whilft he, in the 
opinion of all men, was facrificing his befl Avorldly 
intereft in doing it ; and degrading himfelf in the 
fime proportibn that they flattered themfelvcs 
they fhould rife. 
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From this time to the return of the legal go- 
vernment, he remained A^ithout power or confe- 
quence ; the republicans defpifed him, Cromwell 
detefted him, and he was held in abhorrence by 
the fufFering royalifts. 

At the reftoration, though he had not figned 
the warrant to put the late king to death, 
nor given judgment, yet he was fo perfedtly 
odious, that the parliament determined to inflid 
a very exemplary punifliment upon him; they, 
therefore, ordered him to the bar of the houfe of 
commons, and made him acknowledge his crime; 
and then pafled this fentence upon him: that he 
fhould be degraded from his titles of honour, not 
even ranked as a gentleman, nor bear any coat of 
arms ; be fet upon a fledge, and drawn with an 
halter round his neck to, and under, the gallows at 
Tyburn; and be deprived of all his property, and 
confined a prifoner in the Tower the remainder of 
his life. 

His degradation was folemnly inflifted upon 
him, on the anniverfary of King Charles' murder, 
January 30, 1663; and he died, unpitied by all^ 
in the Tower. 

I cannot but here give a remarkable inftance of 
degradation, from the French hiftory, which was 
far more fevere than what we fee in our own an- 
nals ; though we have feveral inftances of folemn 
degradations for treafon. Captain Fanzel, who had, 
in a cowardly manner, given up Fontarabia, of 
v/hich he had been appointed governor by his fove* 
reign Francis I. was brought before twenty or thirty 
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cavaliers whofe reputation was without fpot or 
blemiih ; and a king at arms accufed the prifoner 
of *' treafon and breach of faith/' Two fcalFold« 
were eredted ; upon one were the judges, heralds, 
and purfuivants ; on the other was placed the cul- 
prit, armed at all points, with his Ihield reverfed, 
hanging on a ftake before him : on one fide of 
him were twelve priefts in furplices, who, after 
fentence pronounced, fang the'^igils of the dead. 
At the clofe of each pfalm, they made a paufe, 
during which the officers of arms deprived the 
guilty delinquent of fomc piece of his armour, 
beginning with his helmet, and proceeding until 
they had totally defpoiled him of all ; then they 
broke his fhield into three pieces with an ham- 
mer. A king at arms next threw a bafon of hot 
water upon the miferablc wretch's head ; and the 
judges having put on mourning habits, retired 
from the church. The degraded man was then 
dragged from the fcafFold by a rope placed under 
his arms, laid upon a bier, and covered with 
mortuary clothes, whilft the prieft fung fomc of 
the prayers of the dead : and, finally, he was de- 
livered to the civil judge, and the executioner of 
jufl:ice. — Fortunately for the Englifh culprit, he 
lived in a country more humane. 

This degraded nobleman married thrice ; firft, 
Margaret, daughter of James, Earl of Murray, 
in Scotland, widow of Charles Howard, Earl of 
Nottingham : fecondly, Frances, fitter of Sir Tho- 
mas Alfton, of Ode- hill, in Bedfordfhire, Bart. : 
and his third wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 THE LIF» OF, &C. 

George Rerefby, Bart., widow of Sir Francis FoU 
jamb, Bart., and alfo of Captain Horner. 

He had no iflue btit by his fecond marriage, and 
that was an only fon, Alfton Monfon, Efq., who, 
perhaps^ inherited fome eftates that had bc^ 
fettled upon his mother; but the fine feat and 
eftate belonging iO his father,, at Ryegate, in 
Surrey, went to the crown, and was granted out 
to the Duke of York. What became of this un* 
fortunate gentleman, who was the principal fuf- 
ferer for his father's crime, I have not feen. from 
the elder brother of the degraded peer. Sir John 
Monfon, Bart., defcended the Barons Monfons, 
the Monfon- Watfons, and the Sondes. 

This wretched man, whofe life is here WTittcn, 
is a proof that every body of men, however aui- 
guft and noble, however illuftrious and great, will 
produce fome traitors, not only to their. fovc- 
reigns, but to their own order, to themfelves and 
their pofterity ; and when it happens, they fhould 
be fpurned from the rank they difgrace, and 
levelled with the loweft and bafeft of mankind ; 
the higher their pre-eminence, the more fenfiblc 
their fall. 
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the Life of JAMES NELTHORPE, Efq. 

James Nelthorpe, Efq. was defcended from 
2, family feated at Staplchurft, in Kent, but which 
afterwards fettled in Lincolnftiite : he was the 
iixth^ and youngeft, fon of EH ward Nelthorpe, of 
Giamford Briggs, in that county, Efq., by Mag- 
dalen, daughter of Henry Sandwich, of Barton- 
upon-Humber. 

He was named one of the judges of his foyer' 
reign; but happily for himfelf he efcaped the 
fnarelaid for him, and thepunilhment that awaited 
it* 

I prefume he was in the army; but no one cir- 
cumftance of his hiftory, I believe, has reached 
this time, only that he fettled at Bartholomew 
Clofe, in London, married, and had ifliie. 

His father's elder brother, John Nelthorpe, of 
Gray's-Inn, Efq., was created a baronet. May lo^ 
1666; but dying unmarried, was fucceeded by 
Goddard Nelthorpe, Efq., his fecond nephew, by 
virtue of an intaii in his favour, he being his fa- 
vourite: and from Sir Goddard, who was the 
brother of James Nelthorpe, Efq., is defcended 
the prefent baronet. Sir John Nelthorpe, of Or- 
fcuil, in Lincolnlhire. 
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the Life of ROBERT NICOLAS, E/q. 



ttoBERT Nicolas^ Efq. was a native of Shrop- 
fliirc, I believe, and the fame perfon whom King 
Charles I. declared a rebel, with Mackworth and 
Hunt, in 1642: he was one who diftinguifhed 
himfelf in all the word adls of his party ; he was 
employed as council againft the impolitic and ill- 
fated Archbifhop Laud. 

He was one of the chief inftruments in the op- 
preflion of the royalifts, to fatisfy the avarice of 
the parliament and army ; " who/' fays a contem- 
porary writer. Lord Hollis, ** were for violence, 
'* oppreflion, and ruin, to deftroy all that came 
'* before them ; fequefter eftates, impofe great 
'* fines, imprifon, ftarve, fometimcs take away 
*' life, make men offenders for a word, take all 
*' advantages, wreft and ftrain up to the height of 
'* all their penal ordinances ; and who they were 
" that had the hand in making all thofe penal 
*' ordinances, fo fevere for fequeftrations, fo high 
^^ for compofitions, fo enfnarfng and bloody for 
^' making new treafons, and little things to be 
*' capital crimes ; that no man almoll was fafe, 
** free from queftion, and few or none qucftioned 
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** butfurc to bederftroydd.'* How many mirfifters 
•' were pulled but of their livings for ^ery fmall 
*' faults ? How many perfons made d'dinquehris, 
** their eftatcs torn iii pieces, themfelves, their 
** wives and children, turned to beggary, and 
*' ready to ftarve for no great offences, at leaft, 
** that for which they did not deferve fo fevere a 
*' punifliment ? What eomitiittecs were fet up ? 
*' That of Haberdafhers' Hall, to pill and poll 
*' men, put them to an oath, as ill as that ex officio 
*' to make them difcover their eftatcs, and expofe 
*' themfelves to their mercilefs carving out a fifth 
*' and twentieth part, which was the undoing of 
'* many, even fetching in fome of the members 
*' of the houfe to whom they had a difpleafure, 
'* and generally all men wTio had croffed ' or op- 
•* pofed them in any'thing: that of GbldfittLths* 
*' Hall, to impofe fines *to the ruin of many of the 
'* beft families of England : that of Sequcftrations,' 
•* where- the very intention of the houfes was 
** perverted, that committee being firft propofed, 
*' and made only for great and notorious ofFen- 
** ders, but afterwards came to be worfe than any 
*' Spanifti inquifition, few efcaping that were 
^^ queftioned.** 

Such were the fentiments of an enemy to, the 
court and national church, and who had aided 
and ailifted in going to a certain length, not fup- 
pofing that the tail of a multitude never regard 
the voice of the heads of it. "^ 
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No wonder that ht calls Serjeant Wiidt tht 
chairman^ and this lawyer, whp was fo bufy 
in thefc enormities, '* bloodhounds;'* yet for 
thefe fervices, he was cialled to the coif in the 
year 1648, 

He had, however, difcretion enough, as well 
as decency, not to take his place amongft 
the other comhiifTioncrs of the high court of 
juftice, who tried and condemned bis fove- 
reign. 

In the following June, he was appointed a judge 
upon the upper bench. At the aflizes at Sarum, 
he gave a charge in vindication of the proceed- 
ings of parliament, and thofe under which he 
ad:ed, and the people's power, and the original 
of it rand this was probably in confcqucnce of 
the pica againil one of their criminals, who had 
been indi<3tcd for faying, *' there was no law, and 
^' that a company of rogues had beheaded the 
*' king, and therefore there was no law/' The 
honed culprit was found guilty, fined one hun« 
djed pounds, and imprifoned without bail, until 
the fine was paid. Yet it is faid, that Lord 
Chief Juftice Rolles and he bad fo much fettled 
people's minds as to the prefent government, 
^thajt they wcr^ very m-uch commended ; but this 
was a compliment extorted by few; for the 
commonwealth was a government which co©- 
ftantly wfote its decrees upon adanwnt, and fcalcd 
them with blood. 
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Oliver afterwards made him one of the barons 
of the exchequer ; but no doubt from defpifing 
both his principles and his condu&» the refuit of 
them^ laid him alide: but in 1659^ he was reftored 
to the upper bench. 
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Ybe Ufrof Sir GREGORY NORTON, Barf. 

Sir Gregory Norton, Bart, refidcd in Suffex, 
but was originally of Rothcrfield, in Hamplhirc, 
Sir Richard Norton, Knt. of that place, having 
been created a baronet, May 23, 1622, by King 
James I. He was appointed one of the committee 
for Hants by the parliament; but, unlike the 
brave and gallant Colonel Richard Norton, he 
was known only for this infamous adlion of being 
a regicide; and he was fo anxious to Ihew his 
zeal in the murder of the king, that he fat all 
the days, except on the eighth and twelfth of 
January in the Painted Chamber; and the twenty- 
fecond in Weftminfter Hall ; and clofed his 
wickednefs by figning the warrant to deprive his 
royal matter of life. - \ : 

As a reward for this nefarious butchery, he was 
gratified with Richmond Palace, and much of 
his majefty's furniture, at a very inconfiderable 
price. 

At the rcftoratioii, though he was dead, yet his 
name was inferted in the claufe of the bill of in- 
demnity, excepting his property, and giving it 
to his majefty. 

He appears to have had his flender fidelity 
overcome with the profpeft of dividing the royal 
plunder, which the king's enemies ihared with 
great rapacity amongft them. 
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rbe Life of JOHN NUTT, Efq. 

John Nutt, Efq. was a Kentilh gentleman, 
and refidcd at Canterbury, became a member for 
that city in the two laft parliaments of King 
Charles I. and was one of the parliament com- 
mittee for the county of Kent, being a very de- 
cided friend to their intereft.; but he did not go 
all the lengths his party fuppofcd he would, in- 
tircly rejecting all their perfuafions to fit in 
judgment upon the king, or take any part in that 
prodigious wickednefs. • 

He furvived the reftoration fome years, and re- 
fided ftill at Canterbury ; Blome mentions, but 
does not dignify him with the title of efquire, 
tut the m^ore modeft one of gentleman. It ap- 
pears that he was an alderman of that city, and 
had borne a captain's commiffion in the parlia- 
ment army. 
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ne Life of JOHN OKEY, Efq. 

John Okey, Efq/s origin was very ob- 
icure, the only account of him before the civil 
war broke out is, that he was firft a dray-man, 
then a ftoaker in a brewhoufe at Iflington^ after- 
wards a poor chandler near Lion Key in Tharacs- 
ftreet, London ; but for the truth of this ftate-. 
mcnt I am not anfwerable ; probably he had been 
in a brewhoufe, and then fet up a chandler's fhop; 
but being of an unfettled temper, uftfuccefsful 
and difconjented, wWch often go together, he 
went into the parliament army to better his for- 
tunes. 

He was firft a captain of foot, then of horfe, 
and afterwards a major in the regiment of Sir 
Arthur Hefelrigge. When the army was new 
modelled in 1645, he was made a colonel of a 
regiment of dragoons, and in the end became 
colonel of horfe ; and from that time took a 
leading part in the army, being a man of ^ bold 
and daring fpirit, and gifted with much enthufi- 
aftic piety, or its fubftitute ; he was firft, as moft 
of them were, a puritan, and Aided by degrees 
from that to be a preft^ytcrian, then an inde- 
pendant, and finding them out done by the ana- 
.baptift%he went over to their creed ; but laft of 
all he fettled himfelf with the millenarians, or 
fifth monarchy men. 

In the year 1647 ^^ ^^^ appointed to draw up 
fome heads of advice to be prefentcd to the ge- 
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iieraU with Ircton, Lilbume, Rich, ahd Hirrifon, 
which was fo confonant to the ^i^hole arihy, that 
Only five or fix officers differed from them in fen- 
tirrients ; and he continued a$ one of the council 
of officers in all their .extravagant demands, ahd 
fit length in the completion of their fchcme to 
4eftroy thp king, and change the kirtgdom^ irtto a 
l^public, 

None vere more bufy in the kiiig's murder 
than this man, who attended at the mock trial all 
the days, except on the 12th and ijlh in tht 
Painted Chamber, and on the 23d in Weftminfter 
|iall, and he figned and fealed the fatal warrant. 

After this melancholy event he rofe to much 
higher cohfequence, being fent into Scotland in 
1650, at the head of a confiderable body of 
forces, and he performed great fcr vices for his 
cmployeriS the parliament j in 1651 he took'^Stet- 
Jling, and attacked a loyal body of troops with 
feveral perfons of high rank, taking fome and 
difperfikng others, juft as they meatit to have 
taken the field for their fovercign. A jealoufy 
however foon broke out between him ahd Colonel 
Alured, when he rcprefented his cafe to the par- 
liament. 

Cromwell having founded hifti, and finding he 
was »too rnuch attached to a republican lyftem to 
Wof k him to his mind, gave him ho encourage- 
meht ; this heightened Okey's di%ufl:, and in con- 
fequence of it he endeavoured to perfuade the 
officers of his regiment to declare for th« com- 
monwealth. In oppofition to the government of a 
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fingle pcrfon ; but in this he was efFeftually op- 
pofed by his own major, though he had with dif- 
ficulty got him that appointment. Cromwell 
finding it imprudent longer to truft him with a 
commiflion, cafhiered him. 

Enraged at his difgrace, he went over to the 
fifth monarchy party, and caballed with them ; 
the protcdor having difcovercd it in July 1656, 
refolved to make him fenfible of his power, but 
afterwards permitted him to take his own courfe, 
though he was well watched ; but in 1657 the 
danger became very great, having combined in a 
plot with Vice-admiral Lawfon, General Lord 
Grey of Groby, Major-general Harrifon, Co- 
lonel Rich, Captains Lyons, Crifpin and Deakins, 
Venner, the furious fanatic, who after the reftora- 
tion fell a vidim to his dangerous reveries, Mr. 
Squib, Portman, and fome others, and they had 
numerous parti zans in Ireland to fecond their at- 
tempts ; but the vigilance of the proteftorial ad- 
miniftration was fuch, that all his attempts only 
fell upon.himfelf ; but in Richard*s parliament 
he was chofen one of the members for the county 
of Bedford. 

At the return of the long parliament he was 
looked upon as a confeflbr to republicanifm, and 
the Wallingford-houfe junto reftored him his 
commiilion, which he endeavoured to ufe folely 
for the benefit of the parliament, and had laid 
a well-regulated .plan to feize the Tower; but 
the lord mayor becoming apprized of it the pre- 
ceding night, defeated his a'm, and he was now: 
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fo obnoxious to the army and the city, that he was 
obliged to go to the fleet for protection. 

Returning foon after, he, in conjundlion with 
Colonel Alured, got fome troops together, and 
having muftered them in Lincoln's Inn Fields 
declared for the parliament, and marched to the 
fpeaker Lenthall's and faluted him their general ^ 
but this was only a feeble flame, before a total 
extinction. 

Finding, what of all things he dreaded mofl-, 
the reftoration ; of monarchy, he fled to the 
continent under the afl\imed name of Frederic 
AVilliamfon, and went to Hanau, where he was 
elecfted a burgefs ; but he and Barkftcad, going 
from thence into Holland, were feized, and by Sir 
George Downing, their quondam friend, fent 
over, with Mr. Miles Corbec, another of the re- 
gicides. His perfon being identified at the King's 
Bench bar, he received fcntence of death, as he 
had been abfolutcly excepted from pardon in the 
bill of indemnity. He, with the other two, who 
like him had not furrendered themfclves, were 
executed April 19, 1662, at Tyburn. Mr. Lud- 
low fays, he. averred, that '* he .was ready to 
*' fufFer for that caufe which he had ftrenuoufly 
?' defended, and in the prefence of many wit- 
'^ neflcs, that if he had as many lives as he had 
*'^ hairs. on his head, he would willingly hazard 
" them all on the fame account.'* Mr..Echard 
remarks that '♦ ;thefe three made better ends than 
•* moft of the regicides, and particularly ac- 
'^ . If npwledged their irefplved acquiefcence undey 
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".the king's government, as of God, and ex* 
^' horted others to do the fame, efpccially Co* 
'^ lonel Okey, a perfon that for his valour, and 
*' oijier good qualities was pitied by all men, for 
'^ having been fo blindly engaged in his own de* 
*• ftrudlion. They all profcffed they had noma^ 
!^ lice to his late majefty, and that they had mif- 
♦^ taken the parliament's authority for good, and 
** fufficient in that unhappy ad/* 

They all underwent the dreadful fentence, 
which the law dooms to traitors ; it is plain that 
he had adled with fome decorum in his unhappy 
iituation, becaufe when the quarters of the other 
fufFerers were fet upon the city gates, his majefty 
beftowcd his body upon his widow, to bury where 
(he pleafed j and fhe ordered him to be interred 
at Stepney, where his firft wife lay, in a* vault he 
had purchafed for himfelf and his family ; but 
the people coUecfled in fuch large companies, 
efpecially in Newgate market, purpoling to at- 
tend it to the grave, and as thcfe confifted chiefly 
of furious ungovernable fanatics, the city officers, 
by orders of government, were fcnt to difperfe 
them. If Mn Ludlow fays true, they behaved 
with decency and modefty, but the contrary feems 
the fadt; however it was a wife meafure in the 
minifters to order the body to be quietly buried in 
the chapel of the Tower, where the burial fervicc 
df the liturgy was read over it. 

Thus miferably finilhed the life of Colonel 
Okey ; which if he had taken either the quiet and 
peaceable line, to which he was originally dc- 
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figncd, or moderated his zeal, in that which he 
chofe to follow, he would have been remembered 
with refpedt by pofterity, and have left a family, 
who had thought it an honour to have been de- 
fcended from him^ 

Colonel Okey had a houfe in Hackney, which^ 
with his other property, being forfeited to the 
crown, was given out again to the Duke of York, 
who conveyed to the forrowing widow, the prc- 
miifes called Barbers Barn or Berns, as it was an^ 
cienjly written ; an ad of mercy highly to be 
commended. 

I have never feen any account of his family, but 
I prcfume the gallant Captain Okey was his fon. 

After the execution of thefe three men, their 
friends publifhed an account of their condud 
from the time fentence was paffed until their 
deaths, which evinces how far they were gone in a 
wild fanaticifm. 
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The Life of ROBERT OVERTON, Efq. ' 

Robert Overton, Efq. diftinguifhed himfeif 
in the parliament army, and was early a colonel ; 
he firft was called out to obfervation by oppofing 
the forces the queen brought from the continent, 
and put under the command of the Earl of New-. 
taftle, which he led againft Hull, in hopes of 
gaining it from Lord Fcrdinando Fairfax, where 
1^ behaved with much " honour alnd gallantry ;" 
ahd after the unhappy end of Sir John Hotham 
and his fon, he was appointed governor of that 
important place. 

He was however too much a military one to 
gain the cftecm of the people there ; for in March 
1647 ^'^^y complained of him to the parliament, 
for impofing upon them free billets for his fol- 
diers, when free quarters was taken off from all 
the county, and they exprefled a hope that they 
ihould reap the fruits of peace and fettlement, 
and that they had" prayed relief from his excel- 
lency the general. The parliament paid little 
attention to this complaint; on the contrary, they 
by many ways fhewed their regard for him, and 
fettled upon him 300I. per annum. 

It is much to his honour that though he was 
a ftrenuous advocate for a republic, he re- 
jeded the thoughts of fitting in judgment upon 
the dethroned monarch. 

He became fo ufeful, that when the garbled 
parliament under the control of the army had 
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eftablifhed a new government, he obtained the 
rank of major-general, and was fent into Scot- 
land, where he behaved with his accuftomed bra- 
very, and was appointed governor of Edinburgh. 
He conduced himfelf with fo much propriety 
and firmnefs, that he obiig^ the gentlemen 
round Aberdeen to be fummond, and told them, 
that three Engliih foldiers had been murdered, 
and that they muft difcover and deliver the cul- 
prits to juftice, unlefs they meant to have the 
country fined, which they immediately complied ♦ 
with ; yet he kindly waited upon Mr. Andrew 
Cant, a minifter, to affure him of his protediori,' 
having undergone fome affronts from his foldiers ; 
by this mean he deferved univerfal gratitude, 
becaufe he afted wiftly between both parties, 
who were very inimical to each other. 

Cromwell knew he was too much attached to 
the republican intereft to be a good fubjed to 
him, he therefore, after his return to his govern- 
ment of Hull, too'k an opportunity of fending 
for him to London, as thinking it dangerous to 
permit him lo have the poffeflion of a place of fo 
much confequence ; whilft in town he wrote to 
Secretary Thurloe, expreflive of his devotion to 
his highnefs and his government. 

This procured him to be fent into Scotland 
again ; but f carce had he got there, but inter- 
cepted letters difcovered that deceit which thefe 
faints, with the names of God and Chrift con- 
ftantly in their mouths and in their writ- 
ings, pn&jfcd to each other; and evinced. 
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t\ut ht was fecretly carrying on a plot sigiinil: 
Oliver ; being ^^ faithful to the good old intereft 
*^ of Jefus Chrift, and his faints^ foas never to apof- 
'' tatife from it with this back-fliding genera* 
'^ tion ;" meaning the f;|natical part of the nation* 

Cromwell therefore ordered Monk to fend him 
and Alured prifoners to London ; and he wrgte 
letters in the ufual drain both to the protedlor and 
Lord Delborough^ expreflive of his entire inno^ 
cence^ ^nd calling upon God for the confirmatioa 
of his (hameful falfehood. 

We may fuppofe his devotion tp Oliver by thefe 
lines: 

A protestor, what*i that ? 'Tis a ftately thing, 

ISiat confeileth itfelf but the ape of a king: 

A tragical Cacfar adted by a clownc. 

Or a brafs farthbg ftamp'd with a kind of a crown $ 

A bubble, th^t (hines; a loud cry without woole ; 

Not Perillus nor Phalaris, but the bulK 

/il^bc echo of monarchy till it come ; 

The butt end of a barrel in the (hape of a drum 

A counterfeit piece, that woodenly ftiowa 

A golden efigiei with a copper nofc. 

The faptafiic fli^dow of a fovereign head. 

The arms royal rev^js'd, and diiloyai inftead« 

In fine, he is one we »ay protedor call. 

From whom the King of kings protedt ys alL 

In a very well-known written letter of his to a 
friend^ dated from the Tower, January 17, 1654, 
the day alter his commitment^ he gives a vindU 
cation of hiiliiiblfj chat he had not behaved ill, for 
he hadj ^» he tdtd the protedor he would, adted 
for him until his confcience would #iot permit 
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him, bjwtWnking Tie yrzk ftekin^ mb'rfe Msbwn 
than the nation's good ; to which tfei pirotecfldr 
had faid, that '' thou ^ek a VnaVe if thou 
*' wouldft ;*' and that he had hot d6ne any adt tb 
diftUtb the goverrihieht ; but that \vas untrue : 
that he hdd bleen accufed 6F being a leVelier, biit 
that he was no bthferwife fd than lipoA the account 
of Ne^^hriarket, arid other eHga^enients; for 1 
irelL-grbunded goverhment, i-edrefs of grievances^ 
civil, ecclefiaftical or military, iaiid for ihftidtiiig 
condign piillifhmeht Upon capital bit'enders* 

' He o\*ned that he had been d{flktisifi^d in hav- 
ing junior colonels preferred before him. But 
declared lih had done hJs duty diligehtly and 
faithfully for thirteen years. Vindicated himfetif' 
againft deferting his governments, thsit his ab- 
fence was by permiflion of General Deane, from 
Scotland, and during pleafure ; that he remained 
in England two yerfrs, becaufe his father, dying 
in the interim, his ellate was left in a very difor- 
dered and unfettlcd condition ; many debts ftilt,' 
he thought, unpaid to his detriment ; owns that 
the verfes were taken from him at Leith, but 
declares he never made them, having been given 
him by a friend, and that they had laid long and 
forgotten; -that the perfon who gave tftem to him 
wifhed my lord the protedlor well, and who told 
him his lordlhip had feen them, and *' I believe," 
fays Overton, '* laughed arthem, as to my know- 
'' ledge, heretofore, he had done at papers and 
** pamphlets of more perfonal particular import 

Vol. IL I 
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" orabufc.'* Thia is a curious'trait ii^he pro- 
tedor's charaftcr. 

The other parts of the letter are in vindication 
of fome other things objefted againft him, rela- 
tive to his condud to his officers. This is fo well 
written, that it is a proof both of his very good 
abilities^ and the advantages h^ mud have had in 
his education ; and nothing of that affefted religious 
cant appears in it, but a pious reliance upon God 
in his prifon ; with a hope that he might improve 
the difpenfation in the exercife of patience, 
to his glory, and the increafe of his own com- 
forts. 

This letter fell into the fecrctary's hands ; but 
it did not fatisfy the protcdor ; and the lefs fo, 
becaufe Monk fent a paper, in which it was 
thought there had been a confpiracy to feize him, 
and to march into England, in which Overton 
was to make a confpicuous figure ; and there was 
now indubitable proofs of letters, difpatches, &c. 
from the king; and his relation, Captain Overton, 
at that time governor of Hull, confeffed the whole 
plot. 

The general alfo acquainted the proteftor, that 
he had been carrying on a "correfpondence with 
the Scots king, of which there had Jong been 
fome fufpicions ; if fo, he was not only double, 
but treble, trying to keep in with Oliver, Charles, 
and the republicans ; a letter of intelligence, da-P 
ted March 20, 1654-5, from a fpy about his raa- 
jefty, in his poftfcript, fays, *' If there be any 
*' in the army that have correfpondfnce witlv 

I 
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" Overton, have an eye upon them ; for I am moft 
'^ certain, that he and Charles Stuart were agreed 
^'^ before he was aprifoner ; Hull is as likely a place 
*' as any for Charles Stuart to land at. I am furc 
*' it is to be in Yorklhire." At that time it is 
well known it was dcflgned for his majcfty to come 
into his dominions, to attempt gaining hisjuft 
rights. 

Mr. Ludlow is extremely hurt at Overton's im- 
prifonment; but it was very deferved for his 
ihameful duplicity: and^ left he fhould obtain 
his liberty by foliciting his habeas corpus^ the 
protedor removed him to Jerfey, " with thfe ha- 
** zard of his life, and to the great prejudice of 
'* his eftatc/* fays the fame gentleman. 

When the long parliament recovered their 
power, he obtained a diftinguifhed influence; and 
in June 1659, they appointed a committee relative 
to a grant of 500I. a year out of the Earl of Le«. 
ven*s eftate 1 and this is the reafon why he pre- 
ferred their intereft to the royal one, which- was 
no great mark of his penetration; be then 
had the garrifonof Hull, and it being neceflary 
for Monk to get it into his hands, > he fent to 
defire him to refign his truft ; but which he re,- 
fiifed to furrender, until Colonel Akired being 
difpatched to him, he refigned it to Colonel Fair- 
fex, chrefly, however, bccaufe he faw it impoffi- 
blc to retain it ; for the cavalier paity had in- 
creafed fo much, that. all c^pofition was vain. 
Soon after, he was deprived of both that impor- 
tant poft, and of his commifltoif in the army. 

I2 
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Rjefolving^ however, not to fink iqto dblivion 
without an efibit, he endeavoured to gain over to 
his intereft ^11 the Affieer^ he could, to make a 
ftand againft t|ie government of a fingle perfon, 
knowing that having betrayed the rbyal caufe 
to that of the republican, he could not c«^ 
peft favour, if he ihould obtain mercy; he 
therefore was warm and fincere in his proteftfi^ 
tion of faithfulnefs tpwlirdfia popular government, 
tnd doing all in his power to prevent kii^^y inno^ 
yation. He reminded General Monk if£ his former 
declarations for eftablifhing a commonweoltk, and 
expr^ed his fears of running ^^ back to th« old 
V bondage of kinglbip." 

This coAdu6: w^s fo extremely iippoiitic, as 
Y^^l as prepofteroua, that it ogcafioned his being 
%nt to tbe Tower, where he was, I believe, 9% 
feis. fp.Yereign*8i retuyru Untrue as he h^ bc^* ^ 
^t the governments, be did not fuflfer any thing 
more than, that contempt which be fo jullly me^ 
(ited. 

„ His chsi^^a^r was fenfe without judgment ; a 
coAll^Qt defire to didinguiih him&lf withoui: pco«« 
pcrly underl^anding what road, he ought to take to 
do it ; unfteady in his purfuits, yet more deceit^ 
ful than either the times, or the fituati^ns in wMch 
he was placffd demanded. . He would have beett 
4. valuable acquiiitioQ ta any party, Ijy ufing att 
Ijis powers in th^ir fcrvice ; but from hiK- uc»ftea«« 
dinefs, h^ vf^s rather cburted apd admired tbui 
beloved pr trilled; and^as.l^e had beenjun&idafot 
to all^ fA.hft wu. unpitied by cwcy^intcrc^* , 
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There was another perfon of the name of Over- 
ton, who diftinguifhed himfelf during the ufurp- 
ationt h* \ito Richard OVertohy Who' wak a fellow 
firebrand and fuiFerer with Lieutenant-colonel 
Johtl Lilbum^fi of fa^bious mcm6ry: thefe two 
men, with Prince and* WaJwyn, fct forth their 
fchcRie^of governnAerit, which they entitled *' The 
•^ agreeirient of tife people/' A plan of jurif- 
prudienc* juft one remove from what would be 
fuffifcient' foi a nation in the firft years of its 
emergifig' from abfolute barbarifm* The parlia-^ 
mcftt viewed their condtidl in its proper light. 
Impfifoning them' feparately, and ordering that 
thty ihould be- maintained* at their own^ and hot 
at the tf5cpende of the'gdVeriimeftt* 
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neJJfe of PEREGRINE PELHAM, Efq. 

Peregrine Pe^ham, Efq. is faid to have been 
X very mean perfoiij but it is certain he was of 
the illuftrious family, which became dukes of 
Newcaftle, and I think defcended from Peregrine 
Pelham, Efq. a fon of the gallant Sir William 
Pelham, who was lord deputy of Ireland, and in 
fo many ways diftinguifhed himfelf in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and left this his fon, in fee, 
two parts of his manor of Wickham, and its 
rights, with two parts of his lands lying in Acrc- 
houfe, Nettletdn, Roth well, Normanbie, Claxbie, 
Kelebie, and Croxton, in the county of Lincoln. 

The whole family of Pelham were extremely 
inimical to the court, and united moft cordially 
with the parliament in oppofing it ; but, except 
this gentleman, they fet bounds, beyond which 
they would not pafs ; he, however, unhappily ob- 
taining a feat in the long parliament, went all the 
criminal lengths of a furious ungovernable fet of 
unreafonable men, who preferred their own intc- 
reft to that of their fovereign, or the nation. 

He was a violent and ftcady enemy to the fuf- 
fering,monarch, and omitting only one day, Ja- 
nuary, 13th, attending, as oile of his pretended 
judges, either in the Painted Chamber or Weft- 
minfter Hail, and he iigned the warrant for his 
decapitation. 

It is lingular fo little can be learnt of this mam. 
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who was of faihion and fortune fufficient to de« 
mand attention ; but, except being named one of 
the parliament committee for the tftwn and county 
of Kingfton upon Hull, and one of the commif. 
fioners for the confervation of the peace between 
England and Scotland, in 1646, his name never 
occurs in thefe bufy fcenes. 

Happily for himfelf he died prior to the refto- 
ration, when his name was inferted in the excep- 
tive claufe^ by which his eftates would be for- 
feited to the crown. 

We may prefume he was only a tool in the 
hands of artful and ambitious men* 
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TbeMfofl^hC PENNINGTON, Efq.- 

Isaac PenningtoNj^ Efq. pfpbahly was allied , 
to- the loyal and virtuous Sir; Jphn Penning- 
ton, Knt. a gentleman in ordi^iary of his majcfty's 
privy chamber, governor and Captain^ of Sandqwo. 
CalUe, in Kent/ and Vice. Admiral of the royal 
fleet; who united the moft eminent profeflional. 
abilities with thc.greatefl: pictjrj and who wasr 
fuperccded by the parliament, becaufe they coul4 
not confide in him, as no arguments could prevail 
upon him to abandon the caufe of his fovcreign. 
He died in September 1646. 

The gentleman here mentioned was of a very 
different political turn; from the moment the dif- 
pute between the king and his parliament com- 
menced, he gave the moft decided preference to 
the latter. 

In the month of December, 1640, he attended 
with fome hundreds following him to the houfe 
of commons, to prefent the citizens' petition, 
which was fubfcribed by fifteen thoufand perfons, 
againft the difcipline and ceremonies of the. na- 
tional church: this produced the refolution of 
the houfe of commons, '^ that the clergy in a 
. ** fyhod, or convocation, hacl no power to make 
** laws, canons, or conftitutions, to bind cither 
** laity or clergy, without the parliament. And 
'^ that the canons made by the late convocation 
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^^ ^TA s^lafr the foadainental laws of this Tcalm^ 
*'. tshc lUDg'si prerogative^ propriety of the fub- 
*' jcifl^, the rights of parHament^ aijd to tend ta 
*^ fadtion and fedition. They, therefore^ voted, 
**. tha^t ^.bill Ihould be brought in, to fine thofc 
*'. c^f the clergy- who fat ia the late convocation^ 
'' and>MKre a/flors in making thofe canons.** 

WhfM; a^proJftitution was this of comnion fenfe ! 
for. a few, very few, years Ihewed, that the feditiom 
they complained of came from thofe who* were; 
tl]^^prpt«li4ed adi^ocates for keeping exaclly to the 
lettfar.oC the lawjs^ civil and'ecclefiaftical, of the* 
kingdom i hut.heingappointedoneof the militia, ^ 
a^.qilQOd..by.the^parlianient, and who fdl into all 
thc.e¥tiai!9^ant:es>of the.timesy he obtained a.con^^ 
feqjjgoQe in lionflon which was wonderful, the 
engouMi.ofv thei court following whitherfocv« hfc 

. TjK^. mifguidcd ' multitude were entirely the- 
tQQl$, of tbQ^ army) and of their fadion^ in- then 
hpufe;, bi\t: hi^ /was. fo well known as the bell^ 
w;e^|lwr of the flock, that .when the <:ity petitioned ^ 
bj?t;^«fty> " poofeffifig their grief for his diftruft^ 
*' of. th^ai,, andjtjieir' loyalty to him,*' the, king- 
t9l4tthem, *• tbat^heJiad a good opinion- of many 
*5-of thexn^ and would willingly pardon all, excfcpt* 
'^vthis aldefmai}.,. Ven, Fcwk^ and Man wiring."' 
Itt.flK«8-'that tlttftemper oftfaefe-mfn were well* 
kfiAWP ..to the court .at this early ^riod -, ' for they • 
a^ ;b«2aroei^ the . imttiedia^e-inftFUmerits^ of the^ 
kjatg^d deftruiftionr as (icting in^ judgment upcrt 
him^thoughvtlmy coaftaiitly-prafG^d their- loyaky* 
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and duty towards his royal pcrfon, pretending only 
to oppofe fome of the laws which appeared to 
them to prefs upon the fubjeft, cfpecially the good 
citizens of London. 

There was ever a good corrcfpondence kept up 
between the army and the difafFedted in the city ; 
by this means he was appointed Lord Mayor of 
London in 1643; and the lieutenancy of the 
Tower being taken from Sir Edward Goniers, was 
given to him. 

At this time he feemed omnipotent ; he was a 
member of parliament^ a militia and committee- 
man for London, lieutenant of the Tower, and 
the chief magiftrate, which was continued to him 
half a year beyond the legal term of his mayoralty. 
In 1645 he was obliged to relinquifh the Tower, 
in compliance with the felf-denying ordinance; 
and the Lord Mayor, Sir Thomas Atkyns, and 
the common council of London, were to cleft a 
proper perfon for that moft important trull : after- 
wards his credit declined; for in 1647 he, with 
feveral others of the common council, were put 
out of the city militia ; but he foon recovered his 
confequencc with the afcendency of the army. 

When the murder of the king was determined, 
he was fixed upon by the army to aft a confpicu- 
ous part in that lamentable tragedy; he was^ 
therefore, appointed one of the commiilioners of 
the pretended high court of juflice ; and he had 
the audacity to fit in judgment upon his fovereign^ 
in the Painted Chamber, on the 20th, aad, ajrd, 
and 24th days of January ; and in Weftminfter 
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Hall the three former days, and the 27th, which 
was the final one, when fentence was pafied ; but 
he did not fign the warrant for the king's death : 
he who, in 1643, had petitioned againft making 
peace with the king, might well affift in dcftroy- 
ing him. 

When the government was diflblyed by the 
murder of the fovcreign^ he was one of the city 
rpagiftrates who aflifted the Lord Mayor, Thomas 
Andrews, in proclaiming the adt for abolifhing 
kingly power ; and he was made a member of the 
council of ftate in the years 1 649 and 1 650. From 
this time he became an infignificant cypher in the 
kingdoni. 

At the rcftoration he was abfolutely excepted 
out of the bill of indemnity ; but fuJrrendering 
himfelf, he was tried, with many others of the 
king's judges, at the Scflions Houfe in the Old 
Bailey, Odofeer 16, 1660, having been arraigned 
the preceding tenth of that month, when he had 
pleaded, Not guilty; but being called upon again 
at this time, he faid, 

*' P. I am unwilling to be troiiblefome to 
^^ the court. This I Ihall take the boldnefs to 
^* fay, (which (hall be nothing bijt truth) I never 
^^ had a hand in plotting, contriving malicious 
/^ pradices againft his majcfty, dcmonftratcd by 
^^ my utterly refufing to fign the warrant for his 
** execution, though often folicitcd thereto.. I 
** cannot deny but I fat amongft them that day of 
*' the fentence i but I cannot remember I was 
*^ there when the fentence paffed. My j&ttii^ 
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<c aniongft: therk vnui out of ignoiiance; I kncrk 
*^ not what I dtd; tkerefore^I hope you will be« 
^^* lie^c thtffc wat nothing p€ malice in. anjr thing 
<^ I did-; £ was^mifled in it.'* 

** Lord Chief Baron. I cannot hear you,*' (he 
not fpeaking aloud.) 

^ P^ It waa ignorance^ not malice, that led 

'^ me: if I had knorwn what I had done, I would 

I 

•^ not hiave- done it : I humbly pray that then?, 
'^ may be* a fiuirorable conftrudlion made of it ; t 
^^ humbly leave it mtb yem I didmy duty to 
^^ pnty for the king, but had' no malice to a^^ 
** wiliingiyragainft him/* 

The judge, in his charge, mentioned his peni-* 
temsc? tor the' jury, who brought him in guilty ; 
but: the- king humanely^ gave him the wretched 
remainder of hia life^ which was terminated, De- 
cember- 17^ i6i&ii in the Tower. 

Thiia-endcd the life of the once-popular Ifaac 
Pbnningtcm, who, at one time, could have led 
forthr^ half London) at his heels to petition againft 
the fovcreign whom he afterwards doomed to the 
blocks but who; nocw in hislaft days^ wasdefpifed I 

and reprobated. by 'all. 

His defence' was: juft fuch as one of a lawlefs 
banditti mi^.be fuppofed to make^ who, having 
feizied a rich traveller, doomed him to death, and 
whilft hiE! companions . were difpatching' their 
paey,. was employed int prayer for the murdered 
innoeent;whcrfe groans were no fooner over than 
hefftfturned to his comtudes to acknowledge and 
pQidabn the juftneftiof theiv vitiany, and claim 
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Ills (hare of the plunder, as the reward of hh ac- 
q^iefcence in the deed ; but when led to juftice, 
might pretend a perfeft innocence of any criminal 
intentidh towards the vi<3:im of his hypocritical 
wickednefs. 

It is incredible what fums this man obtained 
during the diftra«f(ions of the nation. The par*, 
iiament gave him three thoufand pounds^ belong- 
ing to the loyal Sir John Pennington, who had 
depbfited it in his hands; and the forfeiture of 
treble damage* was alfo remitted to him. Sir John 
being, according to their language, a delinquent : 
and as a farther reward, they gave him three thou* 
fand pounds more, with another afterwards, and 
reftored him to the office he had loft in the city 
militia. • 

By thefe, and other mearis, he Was enabled to 
purchafc much of the lands of the bilhops ; but 
lAoncy infamoufty obtained, was by proifi^cy 
foon diffipated t after having twice failed, by his 
dcferved ruih at the reftoration his creditors were 
a third time fufFerers. 

Had he been as peaceable as he was faAious, 
as frugal as he was extravagant, as induftrious as 
he was otherwife, he would have obtained a larger 
fortune than ever he pofleffed from the fruits of 
his mal-pradtices : and had he been as loyal as 
traitorous, he would have lived in honour, and 
died in peace. 

There are two engraved portraits of him ; one 
with a golden chain ^nd a fword in his hand ; a 
imall portrait given in a print, intituled '_[ The 
2 
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*' Committee^ or Popery in Mafquciade." In 
this print are reprefcnted the Ycveral fe(ffauies 
feated at a table, before which flood the mare and 
the quaker^ and the dog and the elder's maid^ &c. 
large half fheet, alluding to fome very indecent 
circumftances which were the fubjed of very po- 
pular ballads amongft the loyaliits. 

The other portrait is a wooden cut, prefixed to 
** a true declaration, and juft commendation of 
** the great and incomparable care of the right 
*' honourable Ifaac Pennington, Lord Mayor of 
^ the city of London, in advancing and promo* 
** ting the bulwarks and fortifications about the 
5* city and fuburbs, with a vindication of his ho- 
*' nour from all malicious afperfions of malig- 
^^ nants; publifhed and prefented to his honour 
" by W. S. 1643/' 

I prefume that the prefent Sir Ifaac Penning- 
ton, Knt. M* D. prefident of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, is defcended frpm this gentleman's 
family, if not from the regicide himfelf* 
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The Ufe of Sir GILBERT WCKERING, Bart. 

Sir Gilbert Pickerikg, Bart, fonof Sir John 
Pickering, of TitchmaHh, Knt. was created a 
baronet of Nova Scotia by King James I.; he 
became a member of the long parliament, and one 
of their colonels in the army raifed againfl the 
king, in which he greatly diftinguiflied himfelf. 

Led by the council ©^officers, of which he was 
one, he flopped at nothing to advance the intereft 
of the army ; and he accepted a place in that in- 
famous tribunal which doomed the monarch to die 
as a culprit ; but he only fat two days, and thofe 
were January the 22d and 23rd, in Weftminfter 
Hall; and only in the Painted Chamber on the 
latter ^ and he did not llgn the warrant. 

He was greatly triifted by the commonwealth, 
ftill more by the proteftors Oliver and Richard, 
who made him their lord chamberlain of the 
houfehold, and by the rcftored long parliament ; 
but to all the former ones he was merely true, juft 
as his intereft direftcd him, defcrting every party 
the moment when in danger; and he would 
equally have been treacherous to the laft, had he 
forcfeen the return of royalty. 

As he had not fentenced the king to death, nor 
figned the warrant for his majefty*s execution, he 
efcaped with his life ; but he was' excepted in the 
bill of indemnity to fuch pains and penalties as a 
future Z&, of parliament ihould inflidt^ 
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His alliance to the Earl of Sandwich^ whofe 
fifter Elizabeth was his firft wife, prevented his 
ruin after tke reftoracion : from that lady is dcf- 
cended the prefent baronet ; by his laA wife, the 
daughter of John Pepys, of Cottenhain> in Gain- 
bridgefliire, he had no ifiue« 

Sir Gilbert died in the year i668j in little credit 
with any of the contending parties. See ihore of 
him in the Cromwell Memoirs^ as one of 011 Vef's 
lords. 
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The Life of VINCENT POTTER, Efq. 

Vincent Potter^ Efq. was a very inconfi- 
^erable perfon, of whom I find not any thing 
memorable, but this enormity of afll fling in the 
king's death, and its confequences. The parlia« 
ment in May 1647 ordered a fum of nioney to be 
paid him, probably having fome employment in 
ferving the army, or in fome other of the war de- 
partments, which was no doubt procured him by 
his relation Hugh Potter, Efq, a member of the 
houfe of commons^ and who was, I think, the 
perfon of his furname that was a colonel in the 
army. 

This mifguided, infignificant man having been 
named one of the commiflioners in the bloody 
tribunal, fat every day in Weflminfler Hall, and 
omitted attending in the Painted Chamber only 
January the 8th, 12th, 13th, iSth^and 20th; he 
gave his afTent to the fentence, and figned the 
warrant to put his royal mafter to a public and 
ignominious death. 

At the refloration he furrehdered himfelf in 
obedience to the proclamation, and was one of 
thofe excepted both as to life and eftate; but 
judgment was not 16 follow, for the pains and 
penalties were to be fuch as fhould be cxprcffcd in 
a future a& of parlianient. 

He was arr^jgried at the Seilions Houfe in the 
Old Bailey, Odjtober 16, 1660, and pleaded, ** not 
** guilty.;** his trial commenced on the i6th 
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following, at which time, he was fuffering dread- 
ful agonies from a fit of the ftdne. 

He therefore faid, •' My lord, my condition 
*^ requires eafe for my body, I pray that the paf- 
^' fing the fentence for execution may be fuf- 
*^ pended.*' 

*' Lord Chief Baron. The execution, muft be 
*^ fufpended, for you are within that qualifica- 
'' tion.** 

*' P. I defire only this, I am not in a condi- 
** tion to declare what I know, and would fpeak ; 
*' I am mighty full of pain ; if I am urider that 
*' qualification, let me reft under that.'* 

*^ Council. Do you confefs the indidlment ? 
^^ or will you pjut us to the proof of it ?" 

*^ P. I am one that came in.** 

*' Lord Chief Baron. It is thus with you, 
*^ whether or no did you fit, fign, or aft, in this 
*' high court of juftice againft the king ?'* 

^' P. I will deny nothing ; I confefs the faft, 
*^ but did not contrive it ; I am full of pain." 

'* Lord Chief Baron. According to the de- 
'^ merit of the cafe in law you muft receive judg- 
" ment here, but no execution of that judgment 
*^ ihall be )until the king, by advice andconfent 
*^ of lords and commons, fliall order the execu* 
** tion of it ; you are to be tried now ; do you 
*^ confefs you figned the warrant ^or execution of 
^^ the king?** . 

^^ P. I do confefs it, vpy lord,'*, ^ * 

** Council. We do accept it.** ' 

*' P. I befeech you let me go to cafe myfelf/' 
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** Lord Chief Baron. Officer fet a chair for 
•* him; (which was doneX Mr. Potter, fit down.'* 

Some time afterwards addreffing himfelf to the 
court, as the jury had brought in a verdidl guilty, 
he faid, 

" P. I hope I may be freed from irons; I am 
^' in pain, and a man of bulk." 

*' Lord Chief Baron. We can give no order 
*' in it ; we muft leave it to the ftieriff." 

*^ P. I beg it of you, my lord.** 

*' Lord Chief Baron. We muft leave it to 
'* the flierifF.** 

When alked what he had to alledge why fen-' 
tence fhould not be awarded againft him, he faid, 
** My lord, I do not know law, I underftand it 
•' not ; I am not in a condition to fpeak what I 
" would have willingly fpoke; Idefire that God 
*• would have mercy, and I look for mercy from 
•* God/* and wept. 

He was not executed, but fpent the wretched 
remainder of his. painful days in a prifon; whea 
his final releafement was I do not learn. 
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*fe Lifi^ &f THOMAS PRIDE, E/^. 

Thomas Pridi, Efq. was a minion of for- 
tune ; he was found a delerted infant in a church 
porch ; was a drayman, a brewer, an officer, at 
laft a colonel in the army ; he treated the par- 
liament with the mod infolent contempt and vio- 
lence, garbling it, to prepare the Rump» as it was 
termed, ehading that ordinance by which the 
high court of juftice was to be eftablifhcd for the 
trial of his fovcreign, and they could do no lefs 
than appoint him one of the pretended judges ; 
he fat everyday in both the Painted Chamber, 
and in Weftminfter Hall, the 19th of January 
only excepted^ and he ligned and fealed the war- 
nnt. 

The king's death left him at liberty to go to 
ithe<:an)p, and he followed whitherfoever he was 
fitiertd^ he Was a ufeful man to Cromwell in all 
his projedb, and adled, it is faid, alfoas a buffoon 
to him. 

He received knighthood, and had the title of 
lord conferred upon him ; dying juft before the 
reftoration, Odober 23, 1658, at Nonfuch ; he was 
buried with baronial honours ; but after that joy- 
ous event, his body was ordered to be dragged 
fron9 its grave and hung upon the gallows at 
Tyburn, with his old-tnafler Cromwell's, and 
Bradfliaw's; but though that difgrace attended 
theirs, his was permitted to remain where it was, 
owing no doubt to the intereft of the Duke of 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE tIK 01^ &C, * 133 

Albermarlc, he having married Elizabeth, natural 
daughter of Thomas Monk, Efq. his grace's bro- 
ther ; but hh. eftates were confifcated. 

Pride was one of thofe cbaraders that could 
. urith the fame fang froid have executed hi& jcna- 
jcfty, or the whole houfe of commons ; it was 
equal to him which^ if his fuperior officers had 
commanded hiin. He knew nq law but the man- 
dates of the general^ nor no other means of ob- 
taining obedience but by the fword. 

I mud refer to the Cromwell Memoirs for far- 
ther particulars of thi^ fortunate adventurer. 
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The Life ()/ WILLIAM PUREFOY, Efq. 

WiLLiANf PuREFOY, Efq. wos dcfccndcd of 
a very ancient family of the county of Lincoln, 
afterwards feated at Edmondfcot in Warwickfhire, 
and which had its origin in this kingdom with 
the conqueft. 

He bore great fway in his native county, reprc- 
fenting the town of Warwick in the two laft par- 
liaments of King Charles L and poflefling a very 
confiderable paternal inheritance, was enabled to 
make a confpicuous figure in the houfe of com- 
mons, diftinguifhing himfelf in the moft decided 
manner againft the court. 

Great reliance was placed in him, as having fo 
confiderable a fway in the central part of the king- 
dom ; and' he was not only raifed to the rank of 
colonel, but made governor of Warwick. 

Some mifunderftanding arofe between the 
Earl of Denbigh and him in the year 1643, from 
which very fatal confequences were apprehended ; 
but, as they were equally friends to the parlia- 
ment, they were both fcnt for to London by that 
authority, and reconciled. 

In the following year he beat up the quarters of 
two troops of the Earl of Northampton's regi- 
ment, took feveral officers and other prifoners, 
and eighty horfe ; foon after he aflifted Colonel 
Mafley at the taking of Wefl:bury by aflault, and 
■went thence to aflift the bcfiegers of Banbury. 
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When the felf-denying ordinance came out, he 
was obliged, as a member of parliament, to give 
up the government of Warwick, where he was 
faid to have been very oppreflive, and to have 
fignalized a furious, fanatical zeal agiinft the 
harmlefs crofs in that town ; and to have thrown 
down the effigies of the mourners, which were 
placed round the tombs of fome of the noble 
Beauchamps, Earls of Warwick, rpiftaking them 
for monks ; but it is undoubtedly true that this 
moft elegant chapel annexed to the church in 
Warwick, was kept inviolate; I am fearful he 
cannot be defended from deftroying the crofs, 
not leaving,, fays Dr. Bruno Ryves, one ftone 
ftanding upon another. Croffes, we know, were 
every where profcribed; it was wonderful any re- 
mained in the kingdom. 

But he who could'refpeft theperfon of his fo- 
vereign fo little, cannot be fuppofed to regard 
lefler matters, fuch as venerating either the re- 
lids of the piety of ancient days, the repofitories 
of the illuftrious dead, or the memorials record- 
ing their worth. 

None was more fedulous in that dreadful cia- 
taftrophe of the king's murder than Colonel 
Purefoy ; he omitted attending only on the 13th of 
January, and he figned the deftrudtive warrant. 

He took a very particular ihare in the admi- 
niftration after the republican government was 
eftablilhed, being one of the council of ftate in 
the years 1649, 1650, 1651, and of which he be- 
came prcfident in 1652, as I fee by an order of 
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council figncd by him as fuch, dated Augurt 27, 
1652, addrefled to Colonel William Sydenham, 
governor of the Ifle of Wight. 

As attached to the republican intcreft, we fee 
little of him during the protedlorates more than 
that he was continued one of the committee for 
his native county. 

But at the renewal of the commonwealth, hft 
again exerted himfelf ; and whea every part of 
the kingdom was attempting to (hake off the 
oppreflive load of the long parliament, and to 
declare for the king, he, though old, and with 
one foot iir the grave, employed fuch diligence at 
the time of Sir Charles Booth's riling, that he 
kept the city of Coventry, of which he was then 
governor, and the adjacent country, in the obe- 
dience of the parliament. 

He furvived this but a very little time, dying 
before ^he king's return to his dominions, ex- 
preiling, it is faid, great penitence, for the part 
he had aAed towards his late majefty. But this 
does not fecm fo well authenticated as it could 
be wifhed. 

This gentleman has been denied every merit 
by the royalifts : they tell us that his cowardice 
was fo notorious, that when helhould have fought 
with the enemy, he hid himfelf jin a barley-field, 
for which adt of timidity a waterman at Temple- 
ftairs, who had been his foldier, refufed to carry 
him ; but this perhaps is no more true, than that 
he was a man of a mean and dcfpcrate . fortune 
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before Lord Brooke took him up, and procured 
. him his feat in parliament. 

It fhould feem that he was an ancient gentle- 
man, of a liberal education, of a good landed 
eftate, but greatly diffafFeded both with the re- 
ligion and government of his country, and that 
he was the principal mean of inflencing Lord 
Brooke to the violent extremes he went. 

I have not feen that he obtained any thing from 
parliament, but his governments, except voting 
him 1500L for arxears, due in 1647, prob^ibly for 
his pay as colonel, owing him for his govern- 
ment, or for fums he had advanced for the public 
fervice. 

Query, what relation was he to the gallant 
major Purefoy, governor of Compton-Houfe, 
which he fo bravely defended in 1644 ? Blomc 
mentions William Purefoy of Caldecote in War- 
wicklhire, Efq. There is a family of this name 
in Berks, which has received the title of baronet; 
but the titled branch of them is extind. Dug- 
dale in his Warwickfliire gives feveral monu- 
tnents of the Purefoy 's, but does not mention the 
regicide. 
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rhe Life of ROBERT REYNOLDS, Efq. 

Robert Reynolds, Efq. was a gentkman of 
Hampftiire, and declaring for the parliament took 
up arms in their caufe. He firft diftinguiflied 
himfelf at the ftorming of Bridgewater on July 21, 
1646. General Fairfax committed the forlorne 
hope of horfe to this valiant young man, who, 
perceiving that after aconftant and fucceffive at- 
tack, had been fo far fortunate as to gain the top of 
the works, the colours, and, at length, the artillery, 
that had been fo dreadfully playing againfl them, 
inftantly entered the place, fcour^d the ftreets, and 
beat them out of the nearer town into the farther 
one, notwithftanding the pikes flood gallantly 
againfl the' horfe. 

This dangerous exploit having been performed 
with great Ikill and bravef y, he led five hundreci * 
prifoners in triumph to the general. The confe- 
quence of his prowefs was the furrender of the 
town on the following day, after a tremendous on- 
fet ; but which was accelerated by his having fo 
well opened all the part of the town where the 
attack was made. This was one of the greateft 
undertakings during the war ; the parliament was 
fo pleafed with it that they fent the general their 
thanks, and gave that mofl infamous characfter 
Hugh Peters one hundred pounds for bringing 
them the news of the furrender ; and it was the 
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occafion of bur young foldier's receiving a co- 
lonel's connmiflion. 

He was named one of the king's judges, but he 
had too great a fenfe of duty to implicate himfelf 
in a fovereign's blood ; this inftead of leflenjng^ 
raifed him in the eftimation of the very pcrfons 
who folicited him to participate in their crimes. 

The levelling principles which had been long 
growing in the army, at length got to an height 
that threatened deftrudion to every thing that 
was valuable : the flame broke out at Banbury in 
Oxfordftiire in May 1649, and the fold iers who 
promoted it, carried their plan into execution fo 
far as to revolt, , and attempt to withftand their 
general. It was a melancholy and momentous 
period, and occafioned univerfal conflernation, for 
it was perfedly entering upon the principles of 
liberty and equality, and the rights of man ; uni- 
verfal defolation muft have enfued, had not the 
moft vigorous meafures. been ufed ; and except 
the general, no officer fo (Jiftinguifhed himfelf in 
bringing back thefe infatuated men to their due 
fubordination as Colonel Reynolds; he gave 
them the firft check, and made them demand a 
parley ; he obliged Tomfon their leader to throw 
himfelf into Banbury ; and when they attempted 
to get into Oxford he turned them ; they then got 
over a bridge to Burford, but could not find pro- 
tedion, and foon after their chief, Mr. William 
Tomfon, who had publifbed his declaration to the 
people, and Cornet Dean, expiated their military 
fin, by a military death. The city of London 
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knowing their dai^er^ as all would have ended » 
a general plunder^ received the news of this daft* 
gerous commotion being fupprefled with an ex- 
tafy of joy ; they united with the parliament in 
keeping a day of thanklgiving ; and they did 
more ; for in thofe gloomy days, they even isu 
vited the army to a public dinner. His own of* 
ficers and foldiers gave a public teftimony of 
their acquiefcence in that juft fubordina(ion that 
was neceflary. 

Soon after this moft important fervice he was 
fent into Ireland^ to fubdue the revolters in that 
kingdom ; at this time he was a colonel of horfe ; 
his determined boldnefs made him cqnfpicuous 
in his firft engagement there, for when the £ng- 
lifh army attacked the Marquis of Ormond, this 
gentleman taking his grace's brother prifoner, 
declared he would piftolhim if he did not.ftiev 
"him the marquis, which he then did^ at^a fmall 
diftance with only feven horfe with him ; upon 
this, he, and Captain Otway, fet off in purfuit, 
and came fo near as to fcize a Frenchman, who 
was with his lordfhipand the others, who efcaped 
only by the fwiftnefs of their horfcs. 

In this decifive ad:ion the whole camp, and all 
its fplendid furniture, all its various riches, fell 
into the hands of the viftorious Englifh, the 
marquis' cabinet of public papers and private 
writings, many prifoners of quality, befides fix 
lieutenant^colonelsy eight majors, four captains, 
fifty-eight lieutenants, forty-two cnfigns, with 
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many other officers, and two tliouland one hun- 
dred trommon foldiers. 

I-fball not follow him in all his military ope- 
rations in Ireland, but it is fufficient to mentioa 
thart he went out almoft in every adlion, and al- 
ways returned with honour; fo that at length he 
was placed at the head of the army, in that part 
of Ireland where he ferved, with the rank of com- 
mifTary-gcneral, and* to reward him ftill more, 
the parliament fettled five hundred pounds a year 
upon him. 

His fubfequcnt fuccefles were fuch, that they 
feemed to have no alloy ; vidory conflantly fol- 
lowing his banners, and he purfued only to 
fcize the prey; at length the Iriih chieftaii)s 
ifeeing oppofition in vain, came, and capitulated 
upon the conditipn of being allowed to lay down 

their arms, and be tranfported to Spain, or to aijy 
other place then in amity with England ; but he 

excepted out of thofe, who wiftied thus to exile 
tbfcrafclv^s, fuch as had been guilty of any 
malTacre^ mucder, or robbery, and their priefts 
were not «o execute their funftion in the Engjifh 
Quarters. The maffacre of the Englifh proteftants 
defcrved a fevere hand, and the commiffary-gc- 
neral was fo ready to devife, fo prompt to a<5t, fo 
energetic and perfevering in purfuing his pro- 
jefts, and fo fevere in his decifions, when the 
^nemy lay proftrate at his feet, that he feemed 
defigned for fa difagreeable, dangerous, and odi- 
ous ^n envployment. 

Upon his return to England a very different 
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fcenc prefcntcd itfelf ; the parliament general had, 
with the title of protedlor, become the fovereign ; 
this, if it did not furprife, did not difpleafchim; 
for foon afterwards Oliver gave him, with Colonel 
Whalley, the appointment of leading three hun- 
dred officers to the magnificent entertainment pre- 
pared for his highnefs at Grocer's Hall. , 

It appears that he was a very true and fteady 
fubjed: to his highnefs, and ftrove all he could to 
make his government permanent ; but he had 
been fo much accuftomed to military command, 
and in a country where the people were treated as 
a conquered nation, that he had no idea of fub- 
mittiqg to the law, but to the hafty methods pre- 
fcribed by arms ; for whilft ftationed at Shrewf- 
bury, when there was an infurrediori meditated 
againft the protedlor in favour of the exiled mo- 
narch, finding fome that he had taken up not 
willing to fave life by betraying their friends, he 
recommended them to be put to the torture ; a 
pradlice, perhaps, he had not been a ftranger to 
in the unhappy kindom of Ireland. 

As one who loved the profeffion of arms, he had 
a very high veneration for Cromwell, thcgreateft 
general and politician in Europe, and this not 
only his adions evinced, but his language de- 
clared ; he fays, in a letter to Secretary Thurloe, 
dated from Salop, April 9, 1655, as a concluiion : 
— *' Humbly kiffing his highncfs's hands, and be- 
** feeching the Lord long to continue him. a nur- 
** fing father to the good people of the three na- 
** tions under his highnefs*s happy jgovernment. 
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^ and a terror to all his enemies, I take leave 

'^ and remaine" . This, I am perrii'>ded, 

was not the ufual court holy water which is fo of- 
ten found in all governments. 

The charafter of Richard was fo totally unlike 
that of his father, who wifhed to keep the mili- 
tar«^ in the back ground, that it is more than pro- 
bable he was happy in the profpedl of feeing the 
army able to call forth the parliament, whom they 
hoped would fanftion their defpotifm, and, as it 
were, legalize it ; for though he was a member of 
the long parliament, he viewed himfelf as a very 
inferior perfon in that fituation, compared with 
his rank in the army. 

The parliament gave him a place in the coun- 
cil of (late, where he often attended with other 
republican heads of the afmy, and finding Monk's 
condudt very problematical, and fearful that the 
rcftoration Ihould be injurious to his fortunes, he 
took every method to countera<9: it : attending the 
fpeaker, with Cooper, Weaver, and Berners, to 
confult with him, and the (herifFs what was to be 
done in this jundure of their affairs, propofing 
to call the parliament as foon as poflible, and from 
thence he went to the Tower to fecure that, which 
they effedled ; but at length convinced that the 
general had laid his plan with fuch judgment that 
it muft fecure fuccefs, he fell into the fcheme, and 
timely made peace with offended majefty* 

The reftoration funk him again to the rank of 
a private gentleman, depriving him of his com- 
miffion in the army and its emoluments, which, 
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as cammiflary general, was very confiderable ; it 
alfo took from him the parliamentary grants of 
Abingdon Hall, an eftate of the annual value of 
five hundred pounds, with the epifcopal lands he 
had purchafed, which reverted again to their legal 
owners. 

Yet he had as little reafon to be diflatisfied ^s 
any of his brethren in arms, for he had accumu- 
lated a very large fortune from a fmall beginning. 
He made it appear upon his marriage, that^ be^ 
fides what I have mentioned, he had 20,oool. fe* 
cured abroad^ perhaps in debenture lands in Ire^ 
land. 

King Charles II. had a value for him as a brave 
fubjedl ; he therefore conferred upon him the ho- 
nour of knighthood.. 

After the bufy fcenes he had withefled in the 
camp^ he fat himfelf down peaceably at Elve- 
tham, in Hampfhire^ for which county, under 
Oliver^ he had been a committee-man^ and pro- 
bably was now a magiflrate. 
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The Life of ALEXANDER RIGBY, Efq. 

Alexander Ricby, Efq, was defcendcd of a 
very ancient family, featcd at Rigby, in Lanca- 
fhire, and which had branched out into many dif- 
ferent ones in that county. 

He was brought up to the law; and obtained a 
feat in the long parliament for Wigan, in Lanca- 
fliire ; at the breaking out of the civil war, he left 
his duty at the bar, and in the fenate, to follow 
the camp, and ftiewed that he cpuld wield the 
fword as well as guide the pen. 

In the year 16431 being then a colonel, he led 
the Lancafhire forces againft the royal troops, near 
Thurland Caftle, and though inferior to his oppo- 
nents, he killed many, took their commander in 
chief, and four hundred others, prifoners, which 
gained him- great fame, it being fo oppofite to his 
own profeflion ; and having the whole manage- 
ment of the battle, it proved he was as able to 
contrive, as bold to execute the part of a general 
officer. 

, He was afterwards ordered by the parliament to 
join Sir William Waller, and to aflift in befieging 
Latham Houfe, defended by that truly illuftrious 
heroine, the Countefs of Derby. In 1646 he was 
named a commiffioner for the confervation of 
peace between England and Scotland. 

Though he fhewed himfelf not averfe to arms, 
when he thought the laws were in danger by the 

Vol. II. L 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 THB LIFE OF, &Cf 

court, yet he was not to be perfuaded to do that 
which the higheft obligation of his profeffion forr 
bad^ ; he would not take any part m the mock 
folemnity of his majefty's trial. 

Yet he did not obje<^ to adt under the ufurped 
authority of the commonweahh ; but leaving brs 
government of Bofton, he accepted the office of 
a baron in the court of exchequer, in June 1649. 
He was fuperfeded by the protedor Oliver, and 
never afterwards reftored to his feat on the 
bench. 
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The Life of Sir W11.L1AM ROBERTS, Knt. 

Sir William Roberts, Knt. was feated at 
Neafdon, in Wilfdon, in the county of Middle- 
fex; he was decidedly in the intercft of the par- 
lianncnt, having a diflike to the government in 
church, and a great objedlion to the court. I 
prefume he w^s in the army. 

He was not afraid af laying out his property in 
ecclcliaftical eftates, of which the parliament had 
deprived their legal owners, the bilhops ; but it 
appears that there were fome obftrudlions to car- 
rying mxo efFcd: what he had purchafed, which be- 
ing reprefented in 1647 to thehoufe ofcommons^ 
they referred it to a committee to remove them. 

The junto of the army, in unity with a garbled 
houfc of commons, fixed upon him for one of 
the king's judges ; but happily for himfelf he de- 
clined taking the leaft concern ii> a crimp of fo 
great a magnitude. 

He was one of the reprefentatives for Middle- 
fex in that parliament which conferred the title 
of Protedor upon Cromwell, who raifed him to 
be one of his lords, where I have flightly men-, 
tioned him in the Cromwell Memoirs. I am in-, 
debted to that great body of evidencci Mr. Ly- 
fon's elegant work, for more ps^rticularly identi- 
fying him ; it is undoubted that Oliver placed a 
great reliance on him, and had an high idea of 

L 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



14* THE LIFE or 

his integrity. His name occurs in that protec- 
torate, as one of the committee for Middlefex. 

At the reftoration he was received to favour ; 
King Charles conferred the title of baronet upon 
him, Novenibcr 8, 1661. Some of the ecclefi- 
aftical property he had parchafed was in his own 
parifh ; his lofs was great, in having what he had 
fo obtained go back to the church. He was bu- 
ried in the church of Wilfdon, March 18, 1687, 
aged fifty years. 

He married Eleanor, daughter and heir of Ro- 
bert Alye, Efq. He had a numerous family, 
having Edmond, baptized July 23, 1625 ; Wil- 
liam, June 9, 1628; buried June 14 following; 
John, May 19, 1 631, buried Auguft 6 following; 
William, May 4, 1637 ; another William, June 24, 
1638; Thomas, July 6, 1645 ; Frandis, Novem- 
ber 29, 1646; Richard, April 9, 164S; Mary, 
September 27, 1629; married June 27, 1649, ^^ 
Thomas Harrifon, of South Mimms, in the coun- 
ty of Middlefex, Efq. one of the committee 
named by the protedlor Oliver ; Ann, September 
21, 1632; married March 15, 1653, to John 
Nelthorpe, Efq. who refided at Wilfdon, and 
had feveral children baptized there* : Jane, April 
y, 1634, married February 11, 1651, to Samuel 
Gibbs, Efq.; Frances, March 8, 1635-6; Eli- 
zabeth, September 22, 1639; and Eleanor, Au- 

• Next brother, 5t is fuppofcd, of Sir Goddard Nelthorpe, 
Bart, who ii faid to have children. I have mentioned James, an- 
other brother. 
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guft 8, 1641, married November 17, 1664 to Luke 
CordwelU Efq. 

Sir William was fucceedcd by his fon. Sir WiU 
liam Roberts, Bart, who died in 1698 5 the title 
is now extinft, though the firft baronet had fo 
many fons. 
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ne Life of OWEN ROWE, Efq. 

GwE^ RowE, ]£fq. wai$ a younger brotfeer, 
^fciendea from Sir Thomas Rowe, Kftt. Lo^d 
Mayor of London in 1568. He was 4 hatiVfe of' 
Kent ; but the head of the family refided at 
Hackney in Middlefex. 

This man was fent to London, and put to the 
trade of a filk mercer ; but at the beginning of 
the unnatural war he turned his mind more to 
politics than his calling. He went into the par- 
liament army and became a colonel. 

This led him to take the army intereft, and 
was the reafon why he was put in the commillion 
of the high court of juftice, and induced him 
to take his place amongft thofe wickid judges. 
We find him attending every day in Weftminfter 
Hall, and he omitted being in the Painted Cham- 
ber only four days, January the 8th, 13th, 15th, 
and 1 8th, and he both gave judgment and figned 
and fealed the fatal warrant for execution. ' 

Juft preceding this melancholy event, he was 
fcout mafter-general to Oliver Cromwell, in the 
north ; probably after the termination of the war 
in England, he returned to London and fpent his 
time in his civil employment, though he retained 
his command in the army, a thing very ufual at 
that time ; perhaps he was the Captain Rowe who 
in July 1649 brought ^^^ Scots' anfwer to the pro- 
pofition of a peace between the two kingdoms, 
and had lool. given him. 

2 
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He tvms imirdy a jnepablican, Jind gr^ady dif- 
fatisfied at Oliver's getting iotothe fadcjle, whofe 
governinent he conftantly oppofed as fat as con- 
fined with his own immediate fafety ; and ih 
1-6 5'6 it was prc^dfed hy the republican party to 
bring him into the parliament, call^ by the pro- 
testor ; yet that great man did not tak« him out of 
die commiffion for London. 

At this time he. had a country houfe at Hack- 
ney ; in the regifter of which parifli his name 
frequently occurs, as hajving folemnized mar- 
riage*, which ceremony was then ordered to be 
perforroed by juftices^f the peace. 

Up<m the reftoration of the rump parlianaent, 
as It was in der4fien termed, he was nominated 
one of the city militia, as he had formerly been j 
at this time he was beconae not oniy extremely 
odious, but tiic people, from the hope -of a 1^1 
government being reftored, dufft Ihew it ^ they 
openly accufed4iim of being a firebrand in the 
city, and an enemy to her ancient rights ; they 
taxed him with having never accounted for five 
thottfand pounds, which he had received, as Js^eeper 
of the magazines and ftores to purchctfe arms 
with. I 

He was excepted out of the bill 4tf indemnity, 
l>6lffa a$ ^o life and eflate,' though he furrendered 
Inmfelf in ccnnpliance to the -order of the 
fmriiament. He wai arraigned at the Seilions 
^Houfe in -the OM Bailey Gftobcr lo, i^O, and 
-pleaidad « ^ttet guilty/^ i>ut on^he i6th when 
^ou^t i^ for irkl 4ie faii, 
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" P. I have not much to fay, I n<vcr had any 
*' ability; therefore, my lord, it was never my 
'^ intent upon my plea, as was faid before, to 
*• deny any thing I have done; for I was clearly 
*' convinced that I ought to confefs it before, and 
" I do confefs it againft myfelf, that I did fit 
'* there feveral times, and to the beft of my rc- 
*' membrancc I did fign and feal the ^warrant for 
^^ his execution ; and truly my lord, it was never 
*• in my heart to contrive a plot of this nature. 
*^ How I came there I do not know ; I was very 
** unfit for fuch a bufinefs, and I confefs I did it 
** ignorant ly, not underftanding the law, fo was 
" carried away hidden in the bufinefs, not un- 
*' derfl:anding what I did ; therefore, my lord^ 
** I humbly intreat this honourable court that 
*' you will confidcr of it, and look upon me as 
** one that out of ignorance did it; and if I had 
'* known of my adl, I would rather have been 
" torn in pieces with a thoufand horfes. When 
*' I Ihieard of the declaration and gracious pardon 
*' of his majefly, I confefs I went to the Lord 
*' Mayor's, and laid hold of it, and I thought my 
" lifeasfecure as it is now in my own han«(s; 
** but I do wholly caft myfelf upon the king's 
*' mercy; and I have heard he was a gracious 
*' king, full of lenity and mercy; fo I hope I 
*' fhall find it. I. was never againft government ; 
*^ it is a blefled thing that we have it ; I hope all 
'\ the ns^tions will be. happy under it. I flaall 
;*' fubiiiiji.to-his m^jcfty and government 1 I can 
** fay no more ; I was not brought up a fcholar; 
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'^ but was 9 tradefman, and was merely, ignorant 
*' when I went on in this bufinefs ; I do humbly 
'' intreat your lordfliips that you would, as ten- 
*' dcrly as may be, prefent my cafe to the king, 
'* whom I reft upon, and leave all to your lord* 
'^ Ihips* wifdom and difcretion, to do wh*at you 
** will concerning me." 

** Council. We accept his confeflion, and do 
•* hope he is penitent before God, as well as be- 
^' fore the world.** 

He, with the other conviAcd prifoners. Alder- 
men Pennington and Tichborne, Colonels Mar- 
ten and Lilburne, with Meff. Millington and 
Smith, finding the place where they flood to be 
cold and unwholefome, prayed the court they 
might have leave to be returned to the prifon, 
until the court Ihould be pleafed to command 
their farther attendance, which was granted, and 
it muft be confefled that thefe men, the moft cri- 
minal that ever, were fummoned to an English bar, 
were treated with great humanity, by the very 
exalted commiflioners before whom they ap- 
peared ; and it forms a ftriking contraft in this, 
a3 well as in other refpedls, to the fliocking bar*- 
barity fhewn to the once mighty monarch whom 
they fat upon as his judges, and doomed to death^ 
though their own fovcreign, and at a»time when a 
treaty of peace was carrying on to heal the ever 
to be lamented quarrel that had arifen between the 
king and his parliament. 

When brought in to be alked what he had to fay 
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why judgment flvould not be palbd ,upon him, 
he faitJ, 

** P. My lord, I have no more to fey, than I 
** faid before/' 

• The, Lord Chief Baron, fpeaking of him to the 
jury, faid, ^* Colonel Rewe confeffeth his igno- 
*' ranee and forrow, and cafts himfelf upon the 
•* king's mercy, and he thought it a bleffed thing 
" that the king was reftored again, and fubmitted 
" wholly to mercy." 

Though judgment was pafled upon him, no ex- 
ecution foJlowed ; he was fent back to the Tower, 
where he died, fays Mr. Smith, in his obituary, 
gi^en rn Pcck'S Defiderata Curiofa, Deciember 25, 
i66t ; his end haftened, no doubt, by grief, and, 
we may hope, forrow for the crime he had com- 
mitted, which he had lived to fee become fo ex- 
tremely odious to all. 

His body was brought down to Hackney, and 
buried there amongft his relatives r inth^ regiftcr 
of that parifh is this item : '* Ow^en Rowe, Efq. 
** was brought from the lower of London, and 
*^ buried in the church the 27th of Deccm- 
^' bcr i66i." 

Had this man minded his trade, and left the 
weightier matters of law^nd government to thofe 
•better qualified for them, he would havepaffed his 
days in eafe and quietnefs, obtained Jby his re- 
fpedtable fituation in the city, fufficient to enable 
him to fpend the remainder of his 4ife in ferenity 
and peace, and raifed another optilcnt and re- 
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fpeftable family of Rowe by his prudence and 
induftry ; but from his turbulence and" filly am- 
bition, he lived in a conftant whirlwind of odn- 
tending paflions, perfecuting the loyalifts, or 
■b^ing ptrfecuted by ufurpers ; xmvA his ciumes 
^tre f«ll, a6d theh dragged igtiominioufly t-o th^ 
tx^r^^dd etided his 4ays in prifon, a condemned 
tConv^St forfcigh treafon, and ail the wealth he bad 
■flEC^ulPed fey illegal means, together with what he 
t\^d ofetain^d by his trade, fwept away, -and loft to 
^is family f^r ever, 

S&muel and William R4>we, Efquires, were of 
the Wcftflain^fter committee jn Oliver's protec- 
«>rate^ th^y ^«rc of the feme family, as were Sk 
Thomas Rowe, of Shaklewell, knighted by King 
'Charles I J, and Thomas Rowe, of Hornfey, Efq. 
buth alfo in Middlefex. 

f^T-om whax w:ill be relied of -the regicide Scdt, 
it is itfoft -ptobftble that he was a fon-ij^-Iew ^ 
4iU. 
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The Life of HUMPHRY SALWAY, Efq. 

Humphry Salwav, Efq. was of a very an- 
cient and rcfpedable family of gentry in Wor- 
ccftcrlhire ; one of whom in the reign of King 
Edward IV. had with the great Judge Lyttelton, 
fettled a violent controverfy which had arifen be- 
tween the city and church of Worcefter, that 
had long deflroyed all harmony ; and it was done 
with fuch impartiality and judgment, that it gave 
full fatisfaftion to both the contending parties, 
and by that mean reftored the peace and quiet of 
the chief town of their county. 

The family were feated at Stanford^ and allied 
to the Lyttletons of Pillaton Hall, by Humphrey 
Salway of that place, Efq. marrying Anne, 
daughter of Sir Edward Lyttleton, Knt. who^ in 
the latter part of Queen Elizabeth's reign, had fo 
great a fway in StafFordlhire. 

He obtained a feat in the long parliament, and 
conftantly going with them in their oppoiition tb 
the king obtained their favour ; in 1644 they gave 
him the place of king's remembrancer in the 
court of exchequer, worth at that time four hun- 
dred pounds a year, which they had taken from 
the loyal Sir Thomas Fanfhaw. . 

He was appointed in Ocflober 1646 with Sir 
Thomas Wharton, Sir Robert King, Sir John 
Clotworthy, and Sir Robert Meredith, a commif^ 
fioner for Ireland s the Marquis of Ormondjfoon 
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after fcnt propofitions to furrcnder Dublin, and 
the forts in Ireland ; and when it was fufpcdtcd 
in March 1647, that the Earl of Inchequin was 
falling from the parlianment, they ordered him. 
Colonel Jephfon, and Mr. Swinfin, to go coml- 
miflioners t0 his lordfhip, and they referred it to 
the committee at Derby-houfe to prepare inftruc- 
tions for them. 

He was named one of the commiflioners to try 
his fovereign ; but he, who I fuppofe was brought 
up to the bar, refufed having any concern in what 
was a breach of the higheft duties of fociety. 

After that fhock to, or rather diflblution of, the 
conftitutipn, he continued to fit in the parliament, 
and in the year 165 1 he was a member of the 
council of flate. He furvived t^e reftoration ; 
but I have not feen any farther account of him, 
except that he was one of the protedtor Oliver's 
committee for Worccfterlhire. 
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Tb€ Life of RICHARD SALWA Y, Efq. 

RiCHARp Salway, Efq. was probably a young- 
ger brother of Humphry, juft mentioned, who 
was put an apprentice to a grocer, and had been, 
whilft in that capacity, the fpokefboy in one of 
their tumultuous hurries, to the long parliament, 
-which firft called him into notice ; and, pleafcd 
with the idle buzz of a popular cry, fct up for a 
reformer in politics, upon a more extended line 
than the fituation he wa3 then in would aMtho-r 
rize I leaving, therefore^ his trade, he went into 
the army, and rofe to he a major; to diftinguilh 
him from Humphry. Tbis^ rank in the army al* 
ways precedes his furnamej his facility in public 
fpeaking made him much prized by his party, 
and gave him a confequence he otherwife could 
never h^ve attained. 

The junto of the army procured his name to 
be infcrted in the commiffion to try the king, 
but, like his relation, he refufed to aflift, in what 
was at once (inful and dangerous. 

After that dreadful outrage to fociety, he had 
the offer of going in^o Ireland as one of the com- 
miflioncrs, but he declined the undertaking ; chu- 
fing to remain in England, and mix with the po^ 
, litics of the day, which was more congenial to 
his difpofition, than to have the adminiftration 
of the civil affairs of that nation, though he 
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was joined in the commifllon With fueh great 
names as Cromwell^ Ircton, Lud4ow, and Jones. 

He was become of fuch importance in the ftate^ 
that he was called to a conference between the 
heads of the army and the parliament, in 1653 ; 
at one of them, Cromwell and his party were 
ftrenuous to fliew it was impoffible for the parlia- 
ment, confifting, as they faid, of perfons gene- 
rally interefted in *^ the corruptions of the law 
'^ and the clergy," to expedl a reformation from 
them ; but, to this dodlrine, the major fiid, they 
fliould declare what they would have in its roem, 
before they took away the government that. then 
was exifting. 

And after the parliament was diflblved by vio- 
lence, he was of fo much confcqucnce, that Oli- 
ver thought it incumbent on himfelf to apologize 
for the adion he had done to him and Mr. John 
Carew, the regicide, complaining of " the great 
*' weight of affairs that, by this undertaking, was 
" fallen upon him ;" affuring them, that '' the 
^* thoughts of the confequences thereof made him 
'* to tremble, and therefore defired them to free 
^^ him from the temptations that might be laid 
*' before him, and to that •end, to go immediately 
^* to the Chief Juftice St. John, and Mr. Selden, 
*' and fome others, and endeavour to perfuade 
" them to draw up fome inftrument of govern- 
** ment, that might put the power out of his 
^' hands/' 

To which this gentleman replied, ** the way, 
^' fir, to free you from this temptation, is for 
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f^ you not to look upon yourfelf to be under it, 
*' but to reft perfuadcd that the power of the na- 
•* tion is in the good people of England, as for- 
*' merly it was.*' 

This fuitable anfwer was fo well underftood, 
that to prevent accidents, Oliver referred it to 
another meeting, in which he would call the chief 
officers of the army, who met at Whitehall, and 
though the major had not the,n any command of 
a military nature, yet he was called to affift in it, 
but that moft artful man had taken his fteps ac- 
cordingly, and after a few propofitions of fome 
of the moft powerful perfons, it was decided that 
a fort of convention ftiould be called, to which 
the general and his officers fhould rcfign up all 
the authority of the nation ; it meeting with no 
great oppofition, but from Lambert, who wiflied 
only a feleft number appointed, not more than 
ten or twelve, and major-general Harrifon, who 
laid a great ftrefs upon their being feventy, equal 
to the Sanhedrim of the Jews. The confequence 
\is too well known to infift upon ; they met, and 
" the faints began their rule upon earth," with 
giving the fceptre to Oliver, their moft chofen 
vcflel. 

During the protectorate of Oliver, he was very 
difcontented, and it was with difficulty he re- 
ftrained himfelf from flying into open revolt; 
the old republicans cheriftied him accordingly, 
and ijieant to 'have got him into the parliament 
in 1656, but it being known, the protedlor de- 
feated their aim ; but n6t openly to difgrace him. 
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his name was put in the committee for Worccf- 
terihire, 

At the return of the long parliament, be was 
looked upon as one of the champions of liberty, 
and his confequence daily increafing, they ap- 
pointed him one of the council of ftate, at the 
head of whom was the old parliament general. 
Lord Fairfax, who, at that time, was of much 
Icfs confequence than this new man ; fuch is the 
conftant fludluation of all popular governments 
of every diforganized ftate, the feet conftantly 
becoming the head, and the revolution that fuc- 
ceeds the former, makes the head, the feet to it, 
and thus like waves, they fucceed each other, un- 
til the regular government makes each take its 
due place in the fcale ; every thing then falls into 
its proper gradation, and each adling their iegiti- 
ihate part, makes that beautiful and harmonious 
whole, which conftitutes perfedtion, as far as 
the frailty of humanity will permit. 

He was eleded one of the committee of fafety, 
which confiftdd of only military men. Sir Henry 
Vane, Sir Arthur Hefelrigge, Lieutenant-gene- 
rals Fleetwood and Ludlow, and Colonels Syden* 
ham and Jones, who had power to imprifon any^ 
whom they fufpeded of a defign to difturb the 
public peace, to remove all officers in the army, 
and to fill up the vacancies as they thought moft 
conducive to the general welfare; to thefe was 
afterwards joined Major-general Lambert, and 
Colonels Dclborough and Berry, who were not 
members of parliament. Their authority Was 
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only to remain eight days, but they were, during 
that time, fully invcfted with all the executive 
powers. 

Soon after the parliament named him one of 
their members of the council of ftate. May 13, 
1659 ; but now all verged to a commotion, and 
every month fome frefh modifications became 
neceffary to prevent the body corporate from an 
a(flual fufpenfion of its vital powers. 

A council was inftituted in Odober, partly be- 
longing to the parliament, and partly to the 
army, of which he was one, who was in a dou- 
ble capacity; but thefe were fuperceded by a 
council of officers, who, in nine days, named a 
new council of ftate, but which, their mafters, 
the army, foon changed to be the committee of 
fafety, in which he alfo fat, as he did in the 
committee of nineteen, all of the army, who 
were to judge of the proper qualification of fuch 
as ftiould be thought proper to fit in the next 
parliament ; to fuch a low and debating fituation 
w|s parliament reduced, by the very men whom 
tlley had fo long maintained at fuch an enormous 
expence to the public ; and fuch was -the freedom 
of parliament, which had fd vehemeatly cried 
out againft the encroachment of its fovereign, 
whofe ruin was the confequence of it. 

A different fcene prefcnted itfelf upon General 
Monk's arrival in Ldndon, and reftoring the fe-. 
eluded members to their feats in parliament; 
for after reprobating him and Sir Henry Vane for 
their lite fcandalous compliances with the army. 
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they ordered Sir Henry to his feat in the coun- 
try, fent him to the Tower during their pleafure, 
and fufpended him from fitting in parliament^ 
which clofed his political life^ for he was too ob- 
noxious and too dangerous to be fet at liberty, 
until General Monk and the new parliament had 
cfieded the wiflies of the nation, by calling back 
their king. 

From this time he became a mere cypher, and 
was as infignificant as molt men, becaufe the 
army was foon after difbanded, and there was no 
longer any tenable hold for him any where, Mr. 
John Maidftone writes to the Governor of Con- 
necticut, John Winthrop, Efq. that ^' he was a 
'^ man of great parts,'' but then thofe parts could 
only have made him confpicuous in the times of 
tumult and diforder ; in a well-regulated govern- 
Dient he would never have attracted much notice^ 
and could not have done much mifcbief. 

I prefume, after the reftoration, he was per- 
mitted to enjoy the eftates he had purchafed with 
the money he had acquired in the diftradions he 
had fo greatly contributed to excite. 
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The Life ef WILLIAM SAY, Efq. 

WiLJLiAM Say, Efq. was of an ancient and 
inightly family, and bred to the law, of which 
he was one of its greateft difgraces, having fub- 
mittcd to lit at that diabolical tribunal, the high 
court of juftice, which fentenced his fovereignto 
die^ as a malefadlor. He attended in the Painted 
Chamber, January the loth, 12th, 13th, 17th, 
19th, aoth, 2ift, 23rd, 27th, and 29th, and all 
the four days in Weftminfter Hall; gave his af- 
fent to the fentence, and figned and fealed the 
warrant for execution. 

He came late into the houfe of commons, as 
one of the members for the borough of Camel- 
ford, la Cornwall, but was appointed, during a 
real, or |)olitical, illnefs of the fpeaker, Mr. 
Lenthal, to take the chair in the rump parliament, 
which is th only occurrence I have feen worthy 
recording of him in the bufy fccne that paffed be- 
fore him, except that crime which will ever 
brand his name, forcmoft, amongft traitors. 

The books of that day call him a lewd lawyer, 
and a (lately committee-man of Kent ; but I do 
not find his name as one of them in Kent, either 
during the commonwealth, or the protedtorates 
of Oliver or Richard. There may, perhaps, be 
more truth in what is faid of his having dealt 
much in fen lands, but we are not told in what 
county thefe purchafes were made. 
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He was profcribed at the rcftoration, both as 
to life and eftate ; but happily for him^ he efca- 
ped to the continent^ juft previous to that events 
and joined feveral other gentlemen in the fame 
fad predicament^ and for the fame crime ; but af- 
ter the aflaifination of the regicide, Mr. L'Ifle, 
no arguments could prevail upon him to remain 
where he was^ becaufe, fays he, we are fo numerous, 
and fo publicly known, that the royal family 
could as eafily prbcure our deaths, as they have 
Mr. L'lfle's ; he therefore determined to retire to 
fome place where he could remain incognito. 

Going to Amfterdam, he. plotted with the 
Dutch, then at war with the Britifh monarch, to 
fend him over to England, and ailift the republi- 
cans with arms, ammunition, money, and fome 
troops, and they flattered themfelves that if they 
could raife thirty thoufand men, they (hould Be 
able to overturn the monarchy a fecond time, as 
they were more powerful then, than they had 
been at the commencement of the civil war ; but 
they did not recollecfl: that the mifchief they had 
then done, was gradual, and grew out of a vari- 
ety of circumftanccs, that could not, nor proba- 
bly ever can, happen again ; befides too, the na- 
tions had feen what was the aim of this party 
an aim that they never durft avow, until juft be- 
fore they efFeAed it, by the dcftruAion of the 
fovereign. 

He urged Lieutenant-general Ludlow to leave 
Laufanne and come to him ; but that officer, more 
circumfpeft, declined it until the Dutch would 
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difavow the aifl of giving up fome of his fellow 
regicides^ and to promife at a more convenient 
time to punifli the immediate authors of it. 

To thefe objeftions he received a letter which 
Mr. Ludlow has publifhed in part; and as it 
ihews the aim and fentiments of this man at 
the time he was an exile, I fhall give it. 

^' Believe me. Sir, things are fo well prepared 
** here to anfwer the good ends we all defire, that 
*' nothing feems to be wanting but hands to fet 
*' the wheels going. Invitations and encourage- 
*^ mcnts are not only offered, but preflcd upon 
*' you ; and there i& no ground to fear their re- 
*' treat, of which you feem to doubt. The ruin 
'^ of the prefent government in England is cer- 
*^ tainly intended, and I have caufe to believe 
•^ will be effecfled ; the flares being unanimoufly 
^' for this war, and at lafl brought to fee that 
'* their commonwealth cannot long fubfifl, if 
*^ monarchy continue in England. Of this they 
•* will foon give the cleareft evidence, as well as 
'* of their refolution to affifl the commonwealth 
*' interefl as far as fhall be defired, in which they 
** feem to be no lefs zealous, than how to defend 
^' themfelves. As to the ufage our friends met 
'^ with in this country, I have examined the par- 
** ticulars, and find the thing to have pafTed in a 
** different manner than has been reprefented ; 
*^ they are able here to give you or any perfon 
^^ fatisfadHon, that the matter docs not lie fo foul 
*' upon them as is generally conceived ; and 
** would, if it might be any way conducinpr to 
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'^ the advantage of our affairs, fet that bufincfs 
" in its true light. But this is not thought 
'^ advifable at prefcnt by many of our friends, 
" who think fuch a eourfe may too much alarm 
*' the court of England, and put them upon mea- 
"vfures of procuring peace at any rate. The 
*' king of England is never mentioned without 
" the utmoft contempt, and writings every day 
•^ publifhed to expofe his perfon and govern- 
*' ment. You may propofe what you pleafe for 
^* your fafety, and I dare anfwer it fhall be 
" granted. Only I muft take leave to tell you 
" that the moft private manner of treating is beft 
" -approved by our friends. The offers they 
*' make here are very great,, and yet no promife 
" exa(5led from us for their fccurity. Therefore 
'' I beg of you to think of feeing this place, and 
'' quitting the quarters where you are, that you 
" may be inftru mental in the fervice of your 
'' country at this time. I am certainly informed 
" that confiderablc numbers of England, Scot- 
'^ land, and Ireland, fenfible of* their prefent fer- 
*' vitude, will appear for us; and fuch meafures 
** will be taken here for their afTiftance, that I 
'^ have great hopes of fuccefs. Nothing feems 
" now fo much wanting, as fixed councils both 
•* here and in England, and no one can be more 
" ferviceable than yourfelf in this important 
'* matter; I befeech you therefore let us have 
'' your help, for we cannot be without it, and I 
" am perfuaded the work will profper in our 
•* hands. Make all the expedition you can in 
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*' your jouriLcy ; for though this be not the con- 
** jundurc of aftion, yet I am pcrfuaded 'tis 
*' high time to be preparing, and it will be to our 
*' fhame if we negleA it." 

He wrote another letter filled with the highcft 
profefiions of affeftion to the caufe, and faid the 
Dutch would fend thirty thoufand men, and of 
thefe, ten thoufand ihould be landfmen ; money 
was alfo to be advanced, and even horfe, if ne- 
ccflary ; and the whole fleet was to be commanded 
to favour the cnterprize ; but Ludlow rejeded all 
this, not from a love of peace, but becaufe the 
Dutch had no love for any thing but their own 
intereft, efpecially their trade. 

This however Ihews what a monfter Say muft 
have been, to wifh to deluge his country again in 
blood,, to gratify his revenge, and build up again 
a Babel, the miferics of which muft be frefti in 
his eyes. The Dutch procured a peace, and Say 
died in obfcurity, no one knows how, or where. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ i69 ] 



rhe Life of THOMAS SCOT, Efq. 

Thomas Scot, Efq. was, it is faid, the fon of a 
mean brewer, and himfelf in the fame bufinefs in 
Bridewell precincl, but afterwards became an 
attorney, or folicitor, at Aylelbury ; but this does 
not accord with what Mr. Ludlow fays of him, 
that he had been educated in the Univerfity of 
Cambridge ; which is inconfiftent with his hiftory 
as given by all the loyalifts. 

He certainly was a perfon of good property, 
and had received a very liberal education: the 
civil war called him forth, and his alliance with 
Sir Thomas Mauleverer, perhaps, greatly con- 
tributed to determine him to go all the lengths of 
the moft avowed enemies of majefty. 
^ Upon a vacancy in the long parliament for the 
borough of Aylefbury, he and Mr. Simon Mayne, 
whofe life has been given, were returned to re- 
prcfent it. He entered into the parliament army 
as a major, and was made one of their committee 
for the county of Berks. 

In the year 1645, ^^ ^^^ ^^- Fountain intro- 
duced Colonel Fleetwood into the Houfe of Com- 
mons with great triumph, though only eleded the 
preceding day. 

When the time came to avow what he wiihed 
with impunity, he became a champion for putting 
the king to deaths and fat in the inhuman 
and fcandalous meeting, which, by perverfion 
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of language, was called the high court of jufticc, 
fo conftantly, that he was abfent only January the 
8th and i8th : he affifted in giving judgment, and 
iigned and fealed the warrant for his majcfty's 
murder. 

In the commonwealth he made a very confpi- 
cuQus figure, being <:onftantly nartied one of the 
executive body; for he was appointed in the 
councils of ftate in 1649, ^650, and 165 1 ; and 
during all the time the long parliament continued 
he was in very great fway. He and Major Sal way 
brought the parliament the particulars of the 
vidory at Worcefter in 165 1. 

As his power was leffened by that revolution 
that conferred the fovereignty upon Cromwell, he 
became extremely diffatisfied ; and it is not im- 
probable that, partial as he was to a republic, he 
looked upon him as a betrayer of that common 
caufe, to eftablifti which they had gone fuch very 
criminal lengths. 

He, however, had fuch influence, that, diflafte- 
ful as he was to Oliver, he procured a feat in that 
parliament which gave him the title of Protector, 
and which he could not prevents Ayle(bury alfo 
returned him in the fecond parliament called by 
his highnefs; and in 1656, he was chofen for that 
place, and ftrove to be for the borough of Wick- 
ham, in Suffolk; of which Secretary ♦Thurloe, 
writing to Henry Cromwell, Major-general of 
the army in Ireland, fays, *' Tom Scott was not 
'* content with his election of Aylefbury, but en^ 
" deavoured to be chofen at Wickham, but loft 
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*' it ther. Colphell Bridges, late major to Okey, 
" is chofen/ who, as your lordfhip knowes, is a 
" very honeft, fober man.** 

The protedor, however, would not let him take 
his feat in parliament, untilhe had figned an eh- 
, gagement not to difturb, but to fubmit to his 
higncfs and his government ; but it appears thefe 
were only latitudes which the republicans gave 
themfelves ; for, as they faid, the long parliament 
was not diffolved, but by force ; it was not le- 
gally Co, and that meeting in this convention was 
not owning it a parliament. 

Upon the deftrudion of the Cromwellian inte- 
reft, he rofe to a greater confequence than ever he 
had poffeffed, being regarded as one of the firnieft 
pillars of the republic. In November 1659, ^^ 
was appointed one of the council of ftate, and 
alfo, in the fubfequent one, where he conftantly 
attended, giving out and fealing commiflions for 
railing of forces ; and they appointed him fecre- 
tary of ftate, and cuftos rotulorum of the city of 
Weftminfter. 

He, and Luke Robinfon, Efq. were ordered by 
''the parliament to meet General- Monk upon his 
return from Scotland towards the capital, to con- 
gratulate his good fuccefs, and his repairing to- 
wards London ; and alfo to acquaint him that the 
parliament would provide money to pay his army, 
and they accompanied the general to town. 

When General Monk had difpofed of all the 
forces by fea and land, which he judged necef- 
fary, he procured of the long parliament to dc- 



Digitized by 



Google 



172 THE LIFE OF 

clare their own diflblution, previous to* which, 
Mr. Crew, one of the members, moved, that be- 
fore they feparatedj they Ihould bear their wit- 
nefs againft the horrid murder of the king ; this 
was unexpeded, at leaft to thofe who were impli- 
cated in the crime ; but after one of the members 
had protefted that he had neither hand nor heart 
in that affair, he rofe in his place, and replied, 
*^ Though I know not where to hide my head at 
*' this time, yet I dare not refufe to own, that not 
** only my hand, but my heart alfo was in it;'* 
and after defending the horrid deed fome time, he 
concluded, '^ I defire no greater honour in this 
•' world, than that the following infcription may 
*' J)e engraven on my tomb : Here lieth one who 
*' bad a band and a heart in the execution of Charles 
^' Stuart, late King of England :"' and then left the 
houfe, followed by all thofe attached to his. prin- 
ciples. This was an a<3: which every fobcr, dif- 
paflionate perfon muft difapprove, and called 
down a vengeance upon his head, that he might 
naturally have fuppofcd would fall upon it, for 
his rafhnefs. 

Finding it in vain to attempt to ftem the tor- 
rent of loyalty that every where (hewed itfelf, he 
retired into the country, as well to fecure himfelf 
from being feized by the laft-formed council of 
ftate, as was defigned, as to obtain a feat in the 
new parliameat, which he effedted ; but it was of 
no kind of fervice to him; for in all the .debates 
who fhould be excepted out of the ad of indem- 
nity, he was never omitted by any. 
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Finding his danger inevitable if he flayed in 
England, he got on board a veflel to efcape to the 
continent; but he was taken by pirates, if Lud- 
low does not mean loyalifts by that name, a term 
ufual with all the republicans ; and fuppofing 
him, if that w^as the cafe, a fufpeded rebel, 
though they could not identify his perfon, after 
** plundering him,'* they fet him on Ihore in 
Hampftiire. 

His friends, however, procured him another 
veffel to convey him to Flanders, where the mo- 
ment he landed, he was feized by an agent for 
the king ; but Don Alonzo de Cardenas, governor 
of the Netherlands, who had received fome civi- 
lities from Mr. Scot, whilft he was ambaflador 
from his Catholic majefty to the commonwealth, 
with true Caftillian honour, fet him at liberty. 
But he went to the Englifh agent, and furrendered 
himfelf, that he might be entitled to the benefit ' 
of the adt of indemnity, as Mr. Ludlow fays, and 
within the time limited by law ; but as this was 
never infifted upon by him at his trial, I fuf- 
ped the truth of it; perhaps he did furrender 
himfelf to the agent, when he faw all reafona- 
ble hope loft of efcaping the juft vengeance of 
that monarch whofe royal father it was his con- 
ftant boaft he had murdered. 

He was brought over to England, and tried at ^ 
tjic Scffions Houfe in the Old Bailey, Odober 12, 
1660; when arraigned, he faid, 

'^ Prifpner. I dcfire that thofe men who have 
*' been of the former jury may not be named. 
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*' I know my liberty of excepting ag^inft any 
" number. 

*• Lord chief baron. Mr. Scot, that which you 
** defire, is a thing not right ; the offence with 
^* one is not the fame with others ; I fpeak not but 
" that the court will do you all right; the court 
^' will grant it if you will wave your challenges ; 
*^ but if you mean thofe that have 'been by others 
^* challenged, it is againft law. 

P. I am willing to bring myfelf upon my trial, 
'* and I will take the ordinary way of excepting 
** and challenging. 

*« When the ufual rules were gone through*, 
** and he indiftcd as Thomas Scot, late of Weft- 
" minfter, in the county of Middlefex, gentle- 
*f man, and the folicitor had delivered to the 
*• court the indiftment, ftating, that he had fat 
'* at the late king*s trial, and given fentence, and 
*' figned the warrant for his majefty's death, and 
*^ fpoken of his hard and impenitent heart in dc- 
** firing the ad:ion he had committed might be 
** inferted upon his tomb, and the witnefles 
** fworn, 

•* The Council faid, Mr. Mafterfon, be pkafed 
** to tell my lords and the jury, if you have feen 
" the prifoner at the bar prefent at the high 
*^ court of jufticc, as they call it, for the trial of 
*^ the late king, for fomc days; that is to fay, 
** either upon the a2dor23d day of January 1648, 

* I (hall not mention at what tiihe the witnefles were (worn ; 
-it is^^Cofficicxit to remark that all of them were. . 
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** but particularly upon the ayth day of that 
** month, in the faid year, when the fentence of 
" death was pronounced againft his late majefty." 

•^ Mt. Msifterfon. I faw the prifoner at the 
" bar prefent.** 

"Council. As one of the judges do you 
" mean ?'• 

*' Mr. M. As one of the king's judges fitting 
" upon the bench.*' 

" P. Do vou know whereabouts I fat ?" 

* 

" Mr. M. I cannot fatisfy you in that ; but 
" I fawyou fitting upon oneof the benches." 

*^ Council. Mr. Cl|irk, you know the quef- 
" tion, pray anfwer what you know touching it.'* 

'* Mr. Clark. My lords, and you gentlemen 
" of the jury, I was prefent in the year 1648, 
*' when his late majefty ftood a pfifoncr at the 
^* bar in that which they called the high court of 
^* juftice, and among perfons there prefent in that 
** buflnefs, I obferved Mr. Scot, the prifoner at 
" the bar, to fit as one of the king's judges, and 
*^ particularly upon the 23d and 27th days of 
" January in the faid year, upon which lafl: day 
" the court pronounced judgment upon the late 
'' king." 

*' Council. Did he fl:and up as aflenting to the 
*' fentence?*' 

''' Mr. C. They all flood up to my apprehen- 
*' fion; I-know not particularly whether the pri- 
" foner at the bar did.'* 

'• Council. Mr. Kirke, tell my lords and the 
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** jury, your knowledge in this bufinefs touchiiig 
*• the prifonerat the bar." 

** Mr. Kirkc* I was prefcnt at the trial of his 
'* late majefty feveral days ; among the reft of 
'^ the perfons that fat in the court as judges, I 
** faw the prifoner at the bar, and particularly 
** upon the day of the fentence, the 27th of 
'* January 1648, the court f):ood up unanimoufly 
**^ as aflenting." 

" Council. Shew him the warrant for exccu- 
•« tion.'* 

" Mr. K. This is his hand." 

" Council. Have you fecn his hand often?" 

^' Mr. K. Yes, Sir, and I am well acquainted 
•* with it." 

**' Council. Shew Mr. Harrington the war- 
** rant ; do you know chat to be Mr. Scot's hand 
** writing?" 

" Mr. H. I did not fee him write it, but I do 
*' verily believe it to be his. I have often feen 
** his hand writing." 

5' Council. Mr. Nutley, do you know Mr. 
^^ Scot's haiid writing ? is that Mr. Scot's writ- 
" ing? (the warrant fhewn him.) 

'* Mr. N. I do verily believe it is." 

" Council. Have you been acquainted with 
^^ the writing of his name?" 

^* Mr. N. I have feen him write his name, 
*^ and do verily believe it to be his hand." 

" Council. Clerk, read the warrant. He 
** read it accordingly." 

" CpunciK That which remains of our evi- 
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*^ dence is to prove his boafting of tnis villany ; 
*' we (hall defire you to hear Sir Theophilus 
'* Biddolph. Pra)U:ell my lordij and the jury, 
•' what you have heard the prifoncr fay touchirlg 
'* this bufinefs of putting the king to death.*' 

*^ Sir T. B, I did hear him confefs that he 
'* did fit as one of the judges of the late king, 
** and that he was fo far from repenting of the 
*^ aft, that he did defire when he died that a tomb 
** ftone might be laid over him with this infcrip- 
'^ tion. Here lies thomas scot, zvbo adjudged to 
*'. death the late king.'' 
'* Council. Where did he fay this ?** 
'* Sir T. B. In the parliament houfe.** 
" Council. Pray, Mr. Copley, tell my lords 
" what you know of this bufinefs.'* 

^' Colonel Copley. My lord, I was one of the 
" fccluded members ;- when we were called to fit 
*' in the houfe again, the prifoner at the bar, Mr. 
'^ Thomas Scot, (I think it was the laft day we 
*' fat,) there being fome fpeaking of the horrid- 
** nefs of the faft, he made a long harrangue 
" about that horrid adt ; and h^ faid, he hoped 
" he ihould never repent of it, and defired that 
'* when he died it might be written upon his 
'* tomb ftone, Here lies thomas scot, who ad^ 
** judged to death the late king.** 

*' Council. We have done with our evi- 
** dence.*^ 

" Court. Sir Theophilus Biddolph, when was 
" it you beard him fpcak thofe words ?•• 

" Sir T. B. To my beft rcmembcrancc it was 
Vol. II. N 
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" in Richard's parliament ; it was alK)«t January 
" or February was twelve months." 

^^ Council. Were you not a member for the 
'^ city of Lx)ndon in that parliament ?" 

*' Sir T. B. Yes.'* 

^^ Council. Mr. Copley, when was it you 
" heard it?*' 

'' Mr. C. It was in April laft/' 

" Mr. Solicitor General. It was a fettled 
" perfuafion of his heart, and he thought it^ fit ta 
*^ be gloried in^" 

*^ Council. Pray, my lord, (fpeaking to Sir 
** Richard Brown, Bart, the lord mayor eled, 
'' another witnefs) tell my lords what you know 
*' concerning the prifoner at the bar." 

^' Lord Mayor elcd. My lords, I was one of 
^'.thofe fecluded members that were returned 
*^ again a little before the coming in of his nw- 
" jelly. Upon the laft day of our fitting, Mr. Scot 
** feeing the hojufe muft break, faid their bciads 
'^ mufl: be laid to the block, if there were a new 
" parliament; for, faid you, (looking on Mr. 
*' Scot,) I had a hand in putting the king to 
*' death 5 and I defire all the world may take no- 
** tice of it, and I defire when I die; it may. be 
^^ written on, my tomb, I dp not repent of a,ny 
** thing I have done ; if it were to do, I would 
" do. it again." 

•' Mr. Solicitor General. Do it again \ he foi- 
** iows his blows home.*' 

^' Council. Mr. LenthaH, pray b^ plieirfW tx) 
*' .tell . my lords and the jury, what, yooi do re- 
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*^ member of any difcourfe of Mr. Thomas Scot, 
^' (the prifoner at the bar) tending to the glory- 
" ingin this aft, or any thing in juftification of 
'' that aft." 

" William Lcnthall, Efq. fpeaker of the long 
" parliament. My lords, the laft day it was, the 
" laft inftant of time, we were refolving of 
" breaking the houfe, there was fome oppofition 
" in it, not very much ; the general confent of 
" the houfe was to difolve it ; I muft confefs at 
" that time I did hear Mr. Scot much juftify 
*' that aft of the death of the king, (which truly 
"I was much offended at J I confefs to you 
" upon my oath, touching his fpeech of the in- 
*' Tcription upon his tomb, I did not hear that ; 
** juftify ing the death of the king he made a long* 
" harangue about, and he fat at the upper end of 
'* the gallery ; but thefe words ** of having it 
*' written upon his tomb, and to have all the 
" world take notice of it,'* I do not remember." 

^* Council. My lords, my lord mayor eleft 
'* omitted fomethingj^ pray let him fpeak to it." 

" My L. M. cleft. My lords, the conclufioix 
'^ of his fpeech ended thus, ** feeing it is your 
'* pleafure to have it fo," (the houfe diifolved) 
" 1 know not how to hinder it ; but when that is 
'' done, I know not where to hide this hated head 
'* of mine." 

" Council. We defire to hear what the pri- 
^* foncr will fay for himfelf.^* 

" Prifoner. I have no certainty from the wit- 

N 2 
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" nefles that I was there, but in a wsBidering wny, 
*' they know not where I fi^t nor my pofturc/* 

" Council. We do not tall this witnefs (Mr. 
•^ Baker) as material j for we muft infift upon it 
** quite through, that ifter twelve years time it is 
«^ not poffible a witnefs Ihould remember where 
'^ every particular perfon fat. Ptay hear this 
** witnefs.** 

" Mr. B. I do perfedly remember that Mr. 
" Scot f^it two rows above , Mr. BradChaw on his 
" left hand, in that which they called the high 
*' court of juftice.'* 

'* P. As to the warrant you fpeak of, I know 
'^ not what it fignifies, I defire to know what the 
^' nature of it is.'* ' 

'* Council. The warrant has been read, it is 
*' not produced againft him as si record, for then 
** it needed not be proved ; but it is produced 
" againft him an an evidence in writing under 
*' his own hand, that he was confenting to the 
*' death of the king/* 

*' P. They may very much miftake my hand ; 
*' you fpeak of words that I fhould utter in par- 
** liamcnt ; I do humbly infift upon it that I am 
'* not to anfwer, nor they alledge, any thing of 
*' that nature: it is a high breach of privilege.** 

^'Council. There is no privilege of parlia- 
^' ment for treafon ; firft, feme of the words 
*' were fpoken in Richard*s parliament, and that 
•^ you do not own to.be a parliament; then ano- 
** ther thing (a known rule in law) there is no 
** privilege in parliament for treafon/* 
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*' P. I have heard the rule, but do not fo well 
" uijderftand it, of thatfpoken in Richard's par- 
" liament ; it will be a nice thing for me to dif- 
** tinguilh between that and another parliament ; 
" but this I think, that convention of the peo- 
" pie ought to have the privilege of parliament 
" as well as any other. I humbly conceive it 
" was teftimony ought not to be given to you j 
^' whatever I fay in parliament, the privilege ex- 
^' tends to no more than this, that I may be law- 
** fiilly fecured till the parliament hath been ac- 
" quainted with it, but not finally concluded till 
" the parliament has heard it." 

•* Lord Chief Baron. You are indi<5lcd for 
•' compaffing and imagining the death of the 
^' king ; I would have you underftand, that in 
" cafe a man fhould commit an ad: of treafon, be 
" it in what place foever, there is no place of 
** fanftuary for treafon ; in cafe of felony, if a 
'* man be indidlcd for felony in the parliament 
*^ houfe, during the time of parliament, this is 
'* not to be tried in parliament, but according tp 
'* the rule of common law ; fo in cafe of treafon, 
" the houfc of commons in parliament doth not 
" try treafons. That diftindipn which you make 
" is nothing.'* 

" P. I humbly conceive there is fuch a pri- 
" vilege, that no manfhall ever be;* tatted to ac-. 
*' count for any thing fpoken in parltarnent, if he 
*' be not called to account by the houfe before 
" any other member be fuffered to fpeak.** 

" Lord Chief Baron. That is, the houfe will 

N 3 
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** not determine ; but that doth not extend to 
'* your cafe, you are not charged here criminally 
" for fpeaking thofe words that have been tef- 
'' tified againft you ; but for coropaffing and 
^* imagining the king's death, of which there arc 
•' other evidences, and this but an evidence to 
^* prove that.'* 

*• P. My lord, I never did fay thefc w'ords 
*' with that aggravation which is put upon them ; 
*' I have a great deal of hard meafure ; as to fay* 
'^ 1 hope I ftiall never repent, I take God to wit- 
^* nefs I have often, becaufe it was well fpoken of 
*^ by fome, and ill by others ; I have by prayers 
" and tears often fought the Lord, that if there 
f* were iniquity in it, he would fhew it me ; I da 
^' affirm I did not fay fo.*' 

*' Mr. Baker. My lord, I omitted fomething^ 
^' which was this ; I had occafion to fpeak with 
'^ Mr. Scot, whilft Richard's parliament was fit* 
** ting, and among other difcourfe infifting upon 
'* fome things that Richard had done, faith he, 
** I have cut off one tyrant's head, and I hope to 
** cut off another." 

" P. My lord, this is but afingle witnefs." 

" Mr. Solicitor General. I fuppofe he meant 
'* Richard, for he was a tyrant," 

*' Lord Chief Baron. Speak on, Mr. Scot, 
^' whatever you have to fay." 

'* P. If that be laid afide as an impertinency, 
" I have the Icfs to fay." 

" Lord Chief Baron. The next thing you have 
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'* to Ho is, to anfwer to the faft, whether you dicj 
'* it or not. ^ 

^* P. I fay this, whatever I did, be it more or 
^•^ left, I did it by the command and authority of a 
** parliamentary power ; I did lit as one of the 
"judges of tlie king, and that cJoth juftify me 
" whatever the nature of the fad was, 

" Lord Chief Baron. We have had thefe thingjs 
** alledgfed before us again ^nd again ; the court 
** are clealy fatisfied in themTelves that this adl 
" could not be done by any parliamentary power 
*' tvhatfoever. I muft tell you what hath been de- 
'* liver'ed, that there is no power on earth that 
^' hath any coercive power over the king ; nei- 
^ thfer (ingle perfons nor a community, neither 
" the people colledively nor reprefentatively.. In 
*' the next place, that which you offer to be done 
*' as by authority of parliament, ft was done by ^ 
^ few members of the houfe of commons ; there 
** were but 46 there at that tinier, and of thefe^46, 
^ not above 26 that voted it ; at that tirne tKe 
" houfe of lords was fitting, wh6 had rejeded it, 
*' and without them there was ho parliament'^ 
'' there 'was a force upon the parliament ; there 
^* was" excluded feVen parts of eight. Sup- 
** f^ofing yOu were a full Tibufe- of commons b^^- 
" fo'r6 tliis time, and that, without exceptioxj, 
•* thtre was not authority ehoug'h, ^nd it is knpwp 
^^ to you (no man better) that there never was., a 
** houfe of commons before this time ;' that this 
** foul aft was made for erefting tna't high court 
•* of Juftice (as yo\i trailed it) that affumed theau- 
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** thority of making a1aw, you cannot pretend to 
'' ad by authority of parliament: and becaufe 
^' you would excufe it, you did it by autho- 
*' rity of parliament, whether it were good or no. 
" If any man do that which is unlawful by an un- 
^' lawful authority, the affuming to do it by that 
** authority is an aggravation, not an extenuation 
*' of the fadl: it was over-ruled. I think my 
^' lords will tell you, that they do not allow that 
*' authority at all, cither to be for juftificatidn or 
*' plea. 

" P. My lords, I humbly pray leave to fay, 
*^ that, without offence to the court, (every pcr^ 
^' fon whereof I honour) this court hath not cog-*. 
^' nizance to declare whether it were a parliament 
*' or no. 

" Lord Chief Baron. That was objedcd to; 
^' and we muft acquaint you, that firft of all it is 
** no derogation to parliament, that what is a fta- 
f' tute, or not a ftatute, fhouW be adjudged by 
•* the comm6n laws. We have often brought it 
'^ into queftion, whether fuch and fuch a thing 
*' was an adt of parliament or not; any man may 
•f * pretend to an authority of parliament. If forty 
*• men were to meet at Shooter's Hill, as the lit- 
^' tie convention did at Weftminfter, and fay wc 
" do declare ourfelvcs a parliament of England ; 
*' becaufe they do fo, fhall not this be judged, 
** what is a ftatute, aijd what not ? It '\^, every 
'* day's practice, we do judge upon it, the fadl is 
*' fo known to every body, they did aflume to 
^* themfelves a royal authority j it hath been over- 
5* ruled already j it hath been the miftake of many ; 
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** the Vulgar acceptation of the word parliament. 
'^ A parliament confifts of the king, lords, and 
** commons, alone, and fo it is not by .authority 
'* of parliament ; it is not, unlefs it be by that 
*' authority which makes up the parliament; you 
•* cannot give one inftance that ever the houfe of 
'* commons did affume the king's authority. 

" P. I can many, where there was nothing but 
*^ a houfe of commons, 

** Court. When was that? 

** P. In the Saxons* time. 

^* Court. You fay it was in the Saxons* time ; 
** you do not come to any time within 600 years; 
^^ you fpeak of thofe times wherein things were 
^^ obfeure. 

♦* P. I know not but that it might be as law- 
** ful for them to make laws as this late parlia- 
** ment, being called by the Keepers of the Lu 
*' berties of England. My lords, I have no fe- 
*^ ditious deiign, but to fubmit to the providence 
** of God. 

*' Court. This is notorious to every maij; 
^' thi3-we have already heard and over-ruled. 

^5 L. Finch, That that I hope is this; that 
^' Mr. Scof will contradift that which he hath 
f^ faid before; that is, that he hopes he fhould 
f* not repent ; I hope he doth defire to repent. 
** Mr. Scot, for this we muft over-rule it, as we 
ff havp done before; there is nothing at all to be 
** pleaded to the jurifdidtion, and this point hath 
f* been determined before. 

f P^ TJic parliament, in former times, con^ 
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•« fifted not.fo much of king, lords^ and com- 
*' mons, but kin^ and parliament. In the be- 
*^ ginning of the parliament, in 1641, the bi- 
" ihops were one of the three eftatcs 5 if it be n6t 
•' proper to be called a parliament^ a legiflativfe 
*' power,though it be not a parliament, it i& bind- 
•' ing. If two eftates may take away the third ; 
^' if the fecond do not continue to execute their 
'* truft, he that is the occupancy may have a 
*' title* to the whole, a kgiflativc power to juftify 
•' me. 

" Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scot, >e^hat you 
" fpcak concerning the lords fpiritual, is nothing 
" to your cafe, be it either one way or other ; it 
** was done by anadt of parliament, with ConfeAt 
*' of the king, lords, and commons ; though you 
*' will bring it down to make thefe coinmohs 
** have a legiflative power, I told you it wa» oireV- 
*' ruled btf6re. We have fuffcred yiou to expa- 
^* tiate into that which was a thing hot intended 
*' by many of my lords, that you Ihould have aA^ 
'* fuch powers to expatiate into that which is ho- 
** thing but indeed to make a new government, 
'* which is the higheft treafon, next to the mur- 
•* dering of the king, .in the world : to fubvert 
'• the laws;, and to nnake a few ^f tbe ct^mmons., 
«' nay, if they had been the whole, to m^kethem 
f have the legiflative power. Mr. Scot, if you 
^^ have any thing in extenuation of the faci:, wc 
*' ftiall hear you j further we cannot. 

*' L. Finch. If you fpeak to this purpofe 
*' again, for my part I will prdf^ft myfelf Tdare 
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•* not hear farther of it; it is fo poironous^ blaf* 
** phemous a dodrine, contrary to the laws, if 
^^ you^o upon this point, I fliall (and I hope my 
*^ Lords will be of that opinion too) defire tte 
** jury may be direded. 

*^ P. I thoii^ht, my Lord, you would rather 
** be nay council; it is not my finglc opinion, I 
*« am not alone in this cafe, therefore I think I 
" may juftify myfelf in it; it was the judgment 
** of many of the fecluded members to ownxts td 
*^ be a parliament. 

" Lord Annefley. What you faiid laft doth 
** occafion my riling; you fecm to deliver my 
*' opinion, who you knowcouW Aeveragree to what 
'^ you have alledged ; truly 1 have been heartily 
/* forry to bear the defence you have madeto*day; 
*' becaufe you know I have had letters from you of 
** another nature; I was verj- confident to havt? 
•* heard you an humble penitent this day, infteaS 
•' of juftifyiiig yourfelf. As to that which yoU 
*' fey 4of the fecluded members owning you to bt 
** a parlianient, they, were fo far from it, that 
•* you know^ for how many years they lay under* 
** fufferings and obfcurity, betaufe they could not 
** acknowledge that an authority which was not 
«* fo. You cannot forget the declaratioit of both 
'^ houfes that was publifliod upon a jealoufy that 
** the people had, they would change the govern- 
'* ment of king, lords, and commons; it was 
*• far from their thoughts; it was called in that 
^* declaration, ' a black fcandal caft upon them:* 
^* this declaration you know was by order of both 
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*^ houfbs affixed in all churches of England, that 
*' people might take notice what they held to be 
** the; fundamental government of this ki;igdom, 
" king, lords, and commons: after this^ for you 
*' to fet up another government, and under them 
" to ad fuch things that one would think Ihould 
*' hardly entef into the heart ^of any man. You 
** know very well all along they declared them- 
*' fclves faithful fubjeds to the king, and fo 
*' would have lived and died; and you might 
'' haVe had your (hare of the- happinefs of that 
^^ peace, if you could have had an inclination to 
♦' fubmit to that which both houfes had refolvcd, 
** when you and others could not bring your 
*' hearts to ftoop to your fellow-fubjefts; when 
'* you could not fubmit to that equal rule to take 
** your Ihare with .them. When pride carried 
*' fome fo high, then was the beginning of your 
*f fall and others; and none could expect other 
*' than what is now come to pafs, that they Ihould 
^' come to that fhame and forrow that this day 
*' hath brought upon you : I could have wifhed 
" to have heard nothing but an humble confef- 
*' fion of the fault that hath been clearly proved, 
" and no juftification of it: you have fworn, 
/^ among others, to prefer ve the laws and people 
«' of the kingdom; but you drove away not only 
*' the houfe of lords, but moft of the commons ; 
*^ and then to give the name of a parliament to 
** the remaiivlcr, this is a great aggravation of 
** your treafon, I think we of the fecludcd mem- 
*' bcrs could not have difcharged our duty to God 
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*^ and the kingdom, if wr had not then appeared 
'^ in parliament to have diflblved that parlia- 
*' ment, and fo by our joint affent, put an end to 
'* all your pretences, which, if we* had not done, 
" we had ptot fo foon come to our happinefs, nor 
" you to your miferies., 

*' Lord Chief Baron. The Court hath told you 
" before their opinion in the thing, and no farther 
** debate is to be allowed in this, the juftification 
*' of it doth comprehend treafon; we ourfelves 
" are not by law to allow the hearing of it ; if 
'' you have nothing to fay for yourfelf, I muft 
*' give direftion to the jury. 

" P. I humbly crave leave, to move the jury, 
'\ that they bethink themfelves, and confider of 
*' it rather as a fpecial verdift, than of a defini- 
" tivc one; I think there is caufe of a fpecial 
" verdi<a. 

*' Court. * If there was need of a fpecial verdidt 
*' (we are upon our oaths,) I (hould give direc- 
*' tions to the jury ; what we do, we do upOn 
'^ our oaths, and muft anfwer it before God 
" Almighty. The court hath delivered their 
" opinions before in tjhis cafe, the pretended a^- 
*' thoxity under which you did derive that power 
*' which you did execute; that it is no authority, 
" it is void in law, it is a foundation, (if it were 
*' true) of fubverting all laws, and, indeed, of all 
" religion; a power that you aflumed to your- 
" felvcs of judging and condemning your kihgi 
•' that you would countenance fuch an authority, 
is a great aggravation of the fault. They are 
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^f judgM whether you did imagine or compafs 
** the king's death, that is all the jurors have to 
" do. Gentlemen of the jury. 
^^ P* I would know what particular law I have 
•* tranfgrefled in, this thing. 

*^ Court. The law of God and man. Twenty- 
*' fifth of Edw. III. 

*' P. I humbly conceive that reaches not to 
*^ this cafe. 

*' Court. To fatisfie. you in that, the very 
** words of the ftatute are, if any man do com- 
** pafs or imagine the king's death it is treafon. 
*' The indictment is, that you did imagine and 
** compafs the death of the king. If the fad: be 
** proved againft you, you are within the ftatute.. 
. ** P. You will not fay the king ftiall be a tray- 
*• tor if he (hall compafs the death of the queen. 

** Court. The queen is a fubjedt. 

** P. I am not yet convinced, v ' 

f* Lord Chief Baron. Gentlemen of the jury. 
. *^ P. I do plead and claim that I am within 
*• the compafs of feveral pardons, and' defire 
** council in that particular; I do come within 
^*. the compafs of his majefty's pardon. 

." Lord Chief Baron. If you had not gone on 
" to matter of juftification, you might have been 
*^ more h^rd to this of pardon; but after a jiif- 
*^ tification, then to come for a pardon, which 
*' implies a confeffion of guilt, they arc contradie- . 
*'; tory; I niuft tell you, we are now upon point 
** of law ; that proclamation I doubt not but 
*^ his majefty will unavoidably make good ; but 
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^ we are not to judge of that ; it is nothing taa 
^* legal proceeding. You are now in a court of 
^* law J the king's pardon, in law, muft be under 
" his broad feal. How far you are under that 
" proclamation, care will be taken ; and what is 
" fitting to be done, will be done: but it is no- 
" thing in the matter of the charge to this jurf^ 

" P. I defire council touching the ftatute 25 
*' Edw. III. 

'^ Court. You fliould have done it before you 
" confefled the faft.* 

** P. I may do it in arreft of judgment. 

*' Lojrd Chief Baron. Mr. Scot, for that of 
'* the king's proclamation, if you be within the 
*' benefit and compafs of it, according to his 
" royal word and honour in it, you will have the 
''benefit of it ; but it is not a plea in law, but it 
" muft be a pardon under feal. Whatfoever con- 
" cerns that proclamation will be confidered; it 
*' is nothing to the niatter whereon the jury are 
'* to go. 

** Gentlemen of the jury, 

•* You fee the prifoner, Thomas Scot, ftand in- 
" dieted for compafling and imagining the death 
*' of our dread fovereign King Charles the Firft, 
** of moft gloi:ious and bleffed memory : he is 
"indicfled for compafling and imagining his 
*' death; there is the treafon ; and what is fct 
'^ afterwards in this indidlment is only to manifcft 
*' this compafling and imagining, becaufe that 
*' being in the heart alone, without feme overt- 
'* ad, nobody can prove it^ There are feveral 



Digitized by 



Google 



19a ' THE LIPS OF 

*' ovcrt-afts laid in the indidment : one is, % 
'* traitorous confulting and meeting together how 
" to put the king to death ; then, a fitting upon 
'* the king as prifoner, being before them about 
" his life and death; the third is, fentencingto 
'^ death; that which followed is, that he was 
^* murdered. If any of thefe a(3:s ft^ould be 
*' proved, the indidtment is proved; for the proof, 
" there are feveral witneffcs have fully proved 
•* that he did fit three feveral times, particularly 
** upon January 27, which was the day of the 
•* fcntence; that he did fit there, all of them 
•* agree to that : it is true, as to the circumfl:ance 
" where he fat, one gentleman faith he fat in the 
^V fccond row, on the left hand of Bradfliaw : you 
^* will remember it is twelve years ago; how any 
** man upon the view, and after fo long a difl:ance 
** of time, fliouldbeableto remember in what pof- 
*' ture one man was from the refl:, I think neither 
** you nor I can remember. * Here is one proved 
•' to you that he did fign the warrant for exccut- 
•^ ing the king ; he faith, how can another know 
*' his hand? You fee what the witncfles fay, they 
*^ knew it : a man can prove nothing more of 
^' another man's hand, than that unlefs they fee 
" it written; there is nothing to put upon you 
** but his words. You fee what words are aggra- 
** vated againft Mr. Scot ; whereas he faith, it is 
" a breach of the privileges of parliament : if it 
•' were fo, it is nothing to this fad ; though 
•' another man ihould break the privileges of par- 
" liament, it is nothing to you; but befides, it is not 
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« a breach of the privilege of parliament. Yon 

** have heard the witnefles what they have faid 

" againfthim. Mr. Lenthalf wears that hedidfpeak 

" at large, fully in owning that bufinefs of the 

" king's death; the reft fwear pofitively to the 

•' fame effed, and that at feveral times: what was 

" that ? He gloried in it, defended it, and faid, 

" He could wilh it were engraven on his tomb- 

" ftone : he hath denied this that the witnefles 

*' haye proved. That which is left to you is, 

" whether upon all this matter that you have 

" heard, whether the prifoner at the bar is guilty 

" of compafling and imagining the king's death ; 

*^ and fo go together." 

(After a little confultation together, they fettled 
in their places again.) 

** Clerk. Thomas Scot, hold up thy hand.— 
" Look upon the prifoncr at the bar; how fay 
" you, is . he guilty of the treafon whereof he 
" ftands indidled, or not guilty ? 
" Jury. Guilty. 
" Clerk. Look to him, keeper. 
*' Clerk. You fay the prifoner is guilty, &c. 
" and fo yoii fay all. 
" Jury. Yes. 
« Clerk. Set Mr. ScQt afide." 

I ought, perhaps, to apologize for giving the 
whole of this trial, as I fhall alfo want it in the cafe 
of the regicide, Mr> Scroop ; but as all^he mhers, 
except Major-general Harrifon's, are fo ihort, I 
thought it would be proper to. detail them, and 
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the more, as in fome of our hiftorics very unfair 
ways have been ufed in fpeaking of ibme parts of 
their defence, and omitting other circumftances 
equally material. It is no pleafant talk to employ 
one's pen in fuch an office ; but as their fituation 
was, ancj I hope and truft in God always will be^ 
unique, it may gratify many who have not an op- 
portunity of pcrufing the fcarce volume in which 
thefe trials are contained. Such who diflike to 
read, may leave the pages; but. there will pro- 
bably be few who will do fo, as fo many curious cir- 
cumflances are related in the courfe of thefe trials. 
He was executed at Charing Crofs, Odober 17, 
1660. He meant to have gone into great lengths 
about juftifying the fadt for which he was brought 
to die; and to give his reafons for his trcafon, the 
principal of which was, his apprehenfion of the 
approach of popery ; whenever he launched out 
that way, the iheriff conftantly reminded him, that 
the bcft thing he could do in that fituation was to 
pray, which he aflented to ; but yet he went again 
to his former intention ; and in fome warmth he 
faid, *' Sir, 'tis hard that an Englifhman may not 
*' fpeak ; it is a very mean and bad caufe that will 
** not bear the words of a dying man ; it is not 
'* ordinarily denied to people in this condition." 
But to this the Iheriif replied, *' Sir, you had a 
'* fair trial, and you were found guilty;'* and 
perfiilcd in denying him to fpeak ; and the under- 
iheriff intcrpofing, told him, it had been denied 
to his predeceffors, and would to him. Govern- 
ment w.ere fearful of his inflaming the multitude. 
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He then made a very long prayer, in which he 
fcemed to aflure himfelf of being eternally bleflcd 
in the heavenly manfion; and for this he magnified 
and glorified his Creator. To fome he faid, 
*^ God had called him forth as a public fpeftaclc 
'* of (hame and reproach ; to others of comfort ; 
*^ and to th^ Divine Majefty, as a witnefs for him 
" that hath ferved him with all faithfulnefs in his 
^^ truft and public capacity and employment, to 
^* whicli he had been a drudge. He blefled God 
*^ that of his free grace he had engaged him in a 
^* caufe not to be repented of— I fay in a caufe 
^^ not to be repented of** — Here the iherifF again 
interpofed; and then he blafphemoufly talked of 
" God having difplayed his prefence to him in 
" the dark chamber that morning/' yet prayed 
for fome more particular difcoveries of his pre- 
fence ; and after interceding for the nation, he 
concluded all, ** I defire to be found of thee in 
*^ Jefus Chrift j I do now abhor all my fins, and 
^* renounce my fervices, and do account them all 
*^ as dung. Lord, thou knoweft I have defired to 
" live,, that I might ferve thee better, and love 
*' thee more ; but that I may be With thyfelf. Oh ! 
** it is infinitely better; and to confirm that tef- 
" timony that is concerning thy glorious will ; 
** and thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven, 
/* by me and all thine, from henceforth and for 
*^ evermore. Amen/* 

The executioner then did his dreadful office. 
It is impoffible not to lament the fatal propen- 
fity of this gentleman to a republican form of 
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government, and his hatred to the perfon of his 
fovereign, whofe murder was his conftant boafl ; 
nay he carried it fo far, that much of his familiar 
dialogue with the Deity at his death, feemed to be 
a grounded belief, that it was the peculiar caufe 
of God, who would own it again. But where has 
the Almighty faid thou {halt commit murder, and 
that the higher the office of the murdered, and 
the more facred their relationfhip is, that the 
aft fliall ftill be more meritorious ; he feemed to 
wifti to have it thought at his trial that he might 
repent, but^ at his execution he gloried in his 
ftiame, and impioufly called upon God, as the 
inftigator and approver of his vile wickednefs, 
and declared his certainty of meeting with an 
eternal reward for it. 

Yet this man was certainly well educated, had 
great abilities, and might, if he had chofe it, have 
been as great a friend, as he was an enemy, to 
the conftitution, and an ornament to fociety ; 
but he had worked himfelf up to a political 
frenzy, and then, like many more of his com- 
panions, called in a wild impiety, and blafphemy 
to fandtion his wickednefs, as the impulfe of the 
fpirit of God, making him the author of all the 
black catalogue of their fins. 

In office, he fays at his death, he was free from 
blame ; and to Mr. Thurloe the fecretary, that he 
had fo adled in public affairs as to have '* clean 
'^ hands." His emoluments from his places 
muft have been confiderablc :. with part of his 
favings from them, it was probably th^t he pur- 
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chafed, with Matthew Hardy, Efq, the archiepif- 

copal palace at Lambeth, for the fum of 

7073I. OS. 8d. but they not agreeing about their 

divifionof it, prefented a petition to parliament, 

which was referred to a committee in November 

1648. Mr. Scot having that part which has the 

chapel, threw down the monument of Archbifhop 

Parker, the venerable reformer, and turned the 

facred edifice into a drawing-room; and, having 

fold the leaden coffin to a plumber, threw the re-. 

mains of the prelate into a hole, in one of the out- 

houfcs, where they were found at the reftoration, 

and with a pious care interred. His condudl 

at Aylcfbury was as infolent as difhonell. 

He married Grace, eldeft daughter of Sir Tho- 
mas Mauleverer, Bart, another regicide ; happily 
Ihe died long before his execution. Upon a 
pillar adjoining the chapel of St. Michael in 
London, is a fmall neat monument of white 
marble erecfted to her remembrance, infcribed; 

Grace, the eldeft daughter to 

Sir Thomas Mauleverer 

of Allcrton Mauleverer 

In Yorkflvre, Baronet, 

Born in the year 1622. 

Married unto Collonel Thomas Scot 

A member of the honoyrable houfe of commons 1644 

And died the 24th of February 164$. 

He that will give my Grace biit what is hers 

Muft fay her death hath not 

Made only her dear Scot 

But virtue, wonh, and fweetnels widowers* 

£x Terris. 
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The arms arc parted per pale, indented, a 
faltire counter-charged, impaling three grey- 
hounds, current, in palebarwife. 

Mr. Scot had feveral children. Major Scot 
theeldeft, was ftill more' violent than his father, 
he would not be perfuadcd to fubmit to military 
rules, and therefore with Colonel Eyre, and fome 
other officers, he fubfcribed a paper called the 
Agreement of the People, for which he, with 
them was put into the marfhal's cuftody at Ware, 
where the army then was ; but as this was rather 
for prematurely declaring thofc fentiments, which 
the heads of the army cherifhed, but durftnotatthat 
timeavow, he was foondifcharged. He was in Jan- 
uary 1655, taken up for endeavouring to raife a 
revolt againft the protedlor, and fent to Notting- 
ham jail ; but as he had been very artful in his 
conduft. Major-general Whally recommended to 
Oliver to fend him into banilhment, rather than 
truft him into the hands of a jury; and he there- 
fore was permitted to go to France ; his wife fent 
his child to his grandfather, who afked in behalf 
of this girl his fon's arrears, for fome civil place 
he had held ; a year's falary was due; and he fays 
that though the major ferved hiiiifelf but ill, yet 
ferved the ftate faithfully. He alfo aflcs Secre- 
tary Thurloe for his own arrears of that part of 
the barge-houfe ground, that was ufed by the 
public, the other part of it, he fays, *' is fet at 
" five or fix pounds per annum, which was much 
'' after the rate he had from the goldfmith's com- 
" pany for the like in proportion ; the arrears 
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'^ were about five or fix years, for that and the 
" inheritance of the foil, he aflced lool. or the 
*^ rent for the time pafl:, with an affignation of 
** certain payment for the time to come. If his 
" fatisfaftion arofe in the latter way, he fhould be 
^' content ; but if the former, he (hould the better 
** be enabled to make his fecond payment for a 
** fmall purchafe of dean and chapter lands in* 
*' tended for one of his younger fons, wherein for 
'' non-payment (though there lay an obfl:ruclion 
** upon itj) which that committee fat not to re- 
'* move, or to confider of; and he was threatened 
*^ with others, to be remitted into the exche- 
'' quer, which he hoped the fecrerary would not 
*' wilh to have befall him/' In the poftfcript he 
fpeaks of his fon Rowe. No doubt Mr. Owen 
Rowe, one of the regicides; and perhaps, the 
fame fon-in-law whom he got appointed one of 
the trufl:ees and managers for felling the crown 
lands at Worcefter houfe in the Strand. 
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The Life of ADRIAN SCROOP, Efq, 

Adrian Scroop, Efq. was of a very ancient 
family in Buckinghamftiirc, the head of which 
was ennobled, and he pofleffed a very confidera- 
ble eftate. Highly difpleafed with the court', 
and defirous of feeing what, he imagined, would 
eflablifli a perfed liberty, he entered into the 
parliament army, and raifed a troop of horfe, at 
the head of which he appeared at the battle of 
Edge-hill; from the rank of a major, he foon at- 
tained that of a colonel of horfe. 

In 1647 he united with the other officers in 
prefenting a charge againft the eleven members, 
whom the parliament had taken exceptions to. 
He was fent to fupprefs a revolt, as it was termed, 
in Dorfctfliire, occafioned by a clergyman of the 
name of Wake, having prefumed to ufc the 
liturgy of the church of England, to his congre- 
gation ; and when the puritans had gone in, to 
prefent it, the people had rcfcued their minifter, 
and foundly beaten thofe fent to apprehend him, 
which was fo great a grievance, that the com- 
mittee of Derby Houfe had reprcfented the out- 
rage to the general. He .was fent againft the 
JDuke of Hamilton in July following, and foon 
afterwards with eight troops of horfe and dra- 
goons to Yarmouth, which was attacked by the 
prince and the Duke of York ; that place, upon 
his coming thither, told him, that " they would 
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** adhere to the parliament, againfl: all interefts;" 
and that if his excellence the lieutenant-general 
ftiould command it, *• they would admit his 
/' forces into the town, and that they (hould have ' 
'* liberty upon all occafions to march through 
'^ fhe town ; but, thai they were able themfelves 
" to fupprefs every fedition that fhould arife 
** within themfelves.'* 

His fentiments were fo well known with re- 
fpeAto a republican government, and the diflikc 
he had to the perfon of his majefty, that he was 
appointed one of the commiflioners of the high 
court of juftice; and what was rarely feen in that 
profligate or deluded {et of men, he fat every 
day in the Painted Chamber, and in Weftminfter 
Hall, and ligned and fealed the warrant for his 
inajefty's execution. 

After the king's violent death, his regiment 
was drawn by lot to go to Ireland ; but his men 
chofe to aft as he had done, in difregarding au- 
thority, declaring they would not go thither, and 
they fent letters to Ireton to acquaint him with 
their refolution ; but at length fome of the men 
foftened, and declared for the general, expreffing 
their readinefs to go whitherfoever he commanded, 
and the reft followed their example. 

He, however, was excufed going to that king- 
dom, being appointed in Odober 1649, governor 
of Briftol Caftle, - where he remainecf for fome 
tinae, and when the parliament thought proper to 
flight that government, he was appointed in 1657, 
one of the commiflioners to Scotland, in conjunc- 
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lion with General Monk, Lord Broghil^ and 
others ; but I (hrewdly fufped: he was removed 
from a place^ where by his fentimcqts he might 
have done much mifchief, for theprotcdlor knew 
his title was as obnoxious to a republican^ as that 
of king could be ; and Ludlow is of the fame 
opinion ; becaufe, to ufe his own words, he ^' not 
*' daring to truft a perfon of fo much honour and 
'^ worth with a place of thatconfequence/' 

At the reftoration he was excepted out of the 
ad: of indemnity, both as to life and eftate, 
though it had been proposed, Ludlow fays, to 
have fined him only, one yearts value of his eftate ; 
but this I fhould fuppofe U unwarranted ; his 
criminal ty in the king's death, being fo manifeft ; 
hut, contrary to my fuggeftion, he fays, that it 
was fo intended, the colonel having furrendered 
himfelf within the time limited by the proclama- 
tion j but, that this was altered. upon information 
given by, " that renegado Brown, of fome pri- 
*^ vate difcourfe between them, in which the co- 
•' lonel, as he faid, had juftified the part he had, 
** in doing juftice upon the late king;*' but it is 
more likely that his fpeaking thus to a man, de- 
firous at all rilks to make his peace with royalty, 
was the occafion of his execution, not of his ex- 
ception in the bill, any more than the other re- 
gicides, none of whom could have been more 
criminal than himfelf. 

He was tried at the Seflions Houfe in the 
Old Bailey, 0(ftober 12, 1660, and pleaded *' not 
" guilty.*' 
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** Mr. Solicitor General opened the ckufe thus: 
*' May it pleafe your lordlhips, and you gentlc- 
" men of the jury, the prifoner at the bar ftands 
" indi(9:ed for compafling and imagining the death 
" of the late king, of bleffed memory. The in- 
" didmcnt fets out, that to that end and purpofe 
" the prifoner at the bar did, with others, affemble 
" and lit together in Weftminfter Hall, confult- 
*' ing upon him, and ufurped an authority to 
•* proceed againft the life of our faid late fove- 
'^ reign, and in purfuance of that, our late fove- 
*' reign was brought to his death. Thefe things 
'' ar^ alledged in the indidment a^feveral overt-- 
^' ads, to ihew the treafon of his heart, which 
" was the compafling and imagining the death of 
" the king; compafling and imagining are the 
** words of the ftatute, the reft of the indidment 
" is but as fo many overt-ads, evidences and ma- 
" nifeftations of that corrupt and wicked heart 
'* of his, by which he firft thought fuch a thought 
" againft his fovereign. The manner of our evi- 
'^ dence ftiall be this : Before they could come to 
'^ accomplifti this damnable defign, it was necef- 
'* fary to meet in a traitorous aflembly, which 
" thfey called the high court of juftice, that un- 
" der the pageantry and mockery of that, they 
*' might pretend to murder him by a fentence ; 
^' and beforethat aflembly could come to fit, there 
*' was a precept fet forth very formally to fum- 
^' mon them to fit. This prifoner at the bar is 
" one of thofe perfons, who under his hand and 
^' feal did fummon that court. to fit upon the Hfc 
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'f of our late fovereign. When the court, in obc- 
*' dicnce to that fummons (as they called it) did 
** meet, they fat ifeveral times, and he among 
«* them ; they did proceed with a wonderful im- 
'* pudence, as they had begun, to pronounce fcn- 
" tence of death upon our late fovereign. My 
'* lords, this prifoner at the bar was amongft 
*' them,- and was at that court, and gave the fen- 
** tence. When they had done, that they might 
•^ compleat their villainy, they made a bloody 
'* warrant for fevering the head of his late ma- 
" jefty from his body, and the hand of the pri- 
" foner is to that warrant alfo: and this is the 
'' fcope of our indiAment, 

*' Prifoner. My lords, may I have liberty to 
*' fpeak? 

" Court. If you do confefs that whicti is 
'^ opened in evidence [againft you, we fhall not 
need examine any witneffes. 

** P. Examine what you think fit ; if I under- 
*' Hand chat worthy gentleman that fpake laft, he 
*' faid that my hand was to the warrant for execu- 
'* tion. My lord, if I can fee my hand, I can 
"*' tell ; and I will not deny my hand. 

*' Court. Shew it him. (Which was done 
** accordingly). 

" My lords, I will not deny but that it is my 
^' hand, but it is not my fcal. 

" Council. Crier, call Mr. Mafterfon, Mr. 
" Kirke, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Carr, who were 
♦* all fworh. 

" Mr. Mafterfon ,• pray tell my lords and the 
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* jury^ whether you did fee the prifoner at the 
bar in that which they called the high court of 

' juftice, fitting as a judge upon the late king. 
*' Mr. Mafterfon. My lords, and gentlemen 
of the jury, I faw upon the 22d or 23d of Ja- 
nuary, in the year 1648, the prifoner at the bar 
fitting upon the bench as one of the judges in 
that which they called the high court of juftice, 
the king ftanding a prifoner at the bar. I fay 
either the 22d or 23d ; but I fay particularly 
on the 27th of January, 1648, the day in which 
the fentcnce was paflTed upon the late king, I 
faw the prifoner at the bar fitting upon the 
bench in that which they called the high court 
of jufl:ice. 

*^ Council. How did he demean himfclf when 
the fentence was^read ? 

" Mr. Mafterfon. When the fentence was 
read, it was by the prefident (as he was called) ' 
of that court, faid to be the fentence and judg- 
ment of the whole court ; upon which the pri- 
foner at the bar rofe up, as to my apprehen- 
fion, teftifying his aflent. All their aflents 
were taken fo, and no otherwife to us that were 
fpecftators. 

'* P. I befeech your Lordfliips that I may 
fpeek without offence, and anfwerto this." 
** Court. Mr. Scroop, you may if you" pleafc 
have paper and ink to take notes, or to afk any 

^^ quefl:ions/' 
f* P, My lords, give me leave to aflc him this 
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•* queftion ; whereabouts did he fee me fit in the 
*" court?'* 

*' Court. Mr. Maftcrfon, you hear the quef- 
*' tion, pray anfwertoit.'* 

" Mr. M. My lords, I cannot particularly 
*' fay where he fat ; but I faw him in the court, 
** and to the beft of my remembrance it was on 
*' the fecond feat on the left hand of Bradfliaw." 

^' P. I would not give offence to the court in 
** any kind, I am now pleading for^my life, I de- 
" fire to take a little liberty to alk this gentle- 
" man if ever he and I were in company together 
*' that he knows me fo well." 

^* Mr. M. For my part I do not remember I 
*^ faw his face before the fitting of that court : 
^^ If this gentleman aflc me if I were ever in his 
" company, I know not how I may conftrue the 
'' word company ; but I am fure I never eat nor 
" drank with him ; I have feen him very many 
*' times at committees, more than twenty times 
^* fincc that bufinefs.*' 



Mr. Clarke called. 

** Council. Mr. Clarke, you have heard the 

queftion, did you ever fee the prifoner at the 

bar in that which they called the high court of 

juftice?*' 

*' Mr. Clarke. I do remember in the year 1648, 

I faw the prifoner fitting in that which they 
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" called the high court of jufticc upon the trial 
'' of the king/* 

" P. My lords, you may defift from examin- 
" ing witnefles touching my fitting," 

*' Court. Do you acknowledge you did fit in 
*' that which they called the high court of juf- 
*' tice?" 

" ?• Yes. I fee it proved, and I fee agen- 
*^ tjeman here in my eyes that I know very well. 
'^ I will not deny it.'* 

" Court. Did you fit upon the fentence day, 
" that is the evidence, which was the 27th of 
" January? you are not bound to anfwer me, 
*' but if you will not, we mufl: prove it. Do you 
'* confcfsthat?'* 

*' P. I do not confipf^ that I fi:ood up as af- 
'* fenting to the fentence," 



Mr. Clarke called. 

*' Council, Mr, Clarke, what fay you to 
'« that?" 

*' Clarke. I did not take particular notice of 
" him that day that he flood up, but the whole 
'* court flood up to my apprehenfion, but I took 
" notice that he was there then prefent." 

Council. Mr. Clarke, do you remember that 
" you faw any of them fit ?" 

*^ Clarke. I did not take notice of any that 
^' fat then, but all flood up to my thoughts,** 
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Mr. Carr called. 

'' Council. Mr. Carr, tell my lords and the 
'* jury whether you did fee the prifoner at the 
*^ bar fitting in that which they called the high 
^^ court of juftice." 

^* Carr. My lords and gentlemen of the jury, 
" the 22d, 23d, and 27th, of January 1648, I 
** was prefent when the names of that they called 
^' the high court of juftice were called, and 
^^ ambngft others that were judges of that court, 
** as was printed in a paper, which I then had in 
*' my hand, I found the name of Mr. A, Scroop, 
'^ who I faw did there fit, and appear." 

" P. I hope you will not take any evidence 
*' from a printed lifl:." 

** Council. The manner of his evidence is, 
** he faith this, that he had a printed paper in his 
^^ hand, when the names of that court were 
" called, aijd marking the perfons in that paper, 
*' who were prefent, and that you were one of 
" them that did appear. 

^^ P. My lord, I ftiall notdifpute in regard of 
•^ my want of fl^Ul in the law, the lawfulnefs of 
" bringing in any paper in evidence into the 
*^ court, I fhall not difpule againft your lordfliips ; 
^' but by your favour I do fuppofc there is no 
" witnefs ought to ufe any paper, or look upon 
'* any paper, when he gives evidence ; but I Ihall 
" fubmit it to your lordlhips.** 
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Mr. Solicitor General. A(k him the quef- 
** tion without his paper, but yet nothing ig 
** more ufual, than for a witncfs to make ufe of 4 
" paper to help his memory." 

'^ P. The gentleman that fpoke laft, I can- 
*' not hear him." 

** Mr. Solicitor General. We do not need his 
** paper in this cafe, he will tell it without a pa- 
^' per. Mr. Carr, fpeak without a paper." 

•' Carr. My lords, upon the calling of thofe 
'* that were judges in that court, which they 
** called the high, court of jufticethen fitting, 
" this gentleman, the prifoner at the bar, did 
*^ anfwcr to his hamc then called." 
P. Did you fee me?" 
Caxr. I heard you anfwer, and faw you." 
** P. I pray he may be alked whereabout J fat 
*' in that court." 

** Council. Mr. Carr, you hear the queftion, 
*' anCwer to it." 

" Carr. I am not able particularly to tell 
*• now, it being many years fince." 

*' P. My lord, obferve of what value this evi- 
•* dence is ; I am fure I never was in his com- 
** pany, I do not know that ever he faw me in 
*' his life. I befeech you to give txit leave to 
** plead for myfelf in all humblenefs and modefty, 
«* my lord." 

*^ Lord Chief fiaron. Notice is tak^ of it, 
** Mr. Scroop j God forbid you fhouJd be d«^ 
^' barred of it." 

** P. I fay he comes with evi4c9Ce <rf a pa- 
VOL. II. P 
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^* per, he heard my name called, and marked it : 
^^ it is ftrange that a gentleman whom I never 
*' faw, I know not his name, nor I do not think 
'* he knew my name, if he had met me/' 

" Lord Chief Baron. I told you that was laid 
" afide, and you heard him fpeak viva voce with- 
^^ out a paper." 

" Council. Mr. Kirk, did you fee the pri- 
" foner at the bar, in that court which they called 
*^ the high court of juftice, for trial of the late 
'' king?'* 

'' Kirk. My lords and gentlemen of the jury, 
^' I did fee the prifoner there, and I did wonder 
** to fee him there, which was the reafon I took 
^' the more fpecial notice of his being there.** 

'' P. Pray, my lord, let me intreat one thing 
*' before he fpeaks, that your lordftiips will be 
^' plcafed to fpeak to him to give in his evidence 
" without any fpeech." 

^' Council. How can that be, can he give evi- 
^^ dence without fpeaking." 

" P. I befeech you my lords give me leave to 
" fay this, let him give in his evidence in plain 
** words, without any fpeech." 

*' Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, he muft 
** be excufed, there are circumltances inducing, 
*' which are as much as the principal ; this that 
^^ he hath faid is very material ; faith he, I did 
^' fee the prifoner at the bar there, I did not ex- 
** peA, and wondered at it, and therefore took 

*' the more notice let him go on, alk him 

**. what queftion you will." 
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^' P. My lord,Ifubtnit/' 

** Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Kirk, you muft 
" fpeak the truth and the whole truth ; go on/V 

*' Kirk. I fay, as I faid before, I faw this gen- 
" tleman fitting in that which they called the 
*' high court of juftice, and I did therefore wpn- 
" der at it, becaufe I did not exped; hinm there : 
" I came to know him formerly as he was called 
*' Captain Scroop.'* 

^* Council. Go on.'* 

*' Kirk. And as I faid before, I faw this per- 
•^ fon, this prifoner at the bar, fit amongft the reft 
" of thofe perfons, judges as they called them- 
" felves of the high court of juftice for the trial 
" of the king ; I did more particularly take no- 
" notice .of this perfon, becaufe I did not ex- 
*' ped him there; I knew him formerly upon this 
*' report, being an eminent man, by the name of 
^* Captain Scroop, and at that time wasanaflb- 
*' ciate of one Captain Vivers, and Captain Wing- 
*' ham ; I had not feen him fome years before 
'* this bufinefs, and feeing of him there, I did the 
" more particularly notice him." , 

'' P. Have you done. Sir? I befeech your 
•* lojdlhip to alk him what employment he had 
*' there himfelf, when he faw me there." 

" Kirk. My lord, I was there to hear the 
'' trial." 

'^ Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, I am not wil- 
^' ling you fhould have any thing of interruption, 
" unlefs you refledt upon any perfon that con- 
*' cerns not you ; Mr. Scroop, do not think it will 
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*' be for your advantage, nor is it proper for you 
'' to a(k.'' 

'* P. In all humblenefs, I do fpeak it to your 
•* Iord(hips, that your lordfliips will pleafe to 
" confider, that if he had any employment in 
" that bufinefs himfelf, how unfit a witnefs he is 
*' againft me." 

" Court. Much fitter. '* 

" P. If it be fo I have done.'* 

^' Kirk. My lord, I was there only as a fpec- 
'• tator ; I went only there to fee and hear what 
** was there to be feen and heard ; I ftood there 
*^ and took notes in characfters of the proceed- 
'* ings, and feveral others with myfelf did the 
*^ like, and we compared them together, that was 
** all my bufinefs at that time ; and I faw him fit 
" there on the 27th day of January 1648, which 
^* was the day of fentence againfl: the king.*' 

" P. Whereabouts did you fee me fit there." 

*' Kirk. It is not, I think, imaginable that any 
*^ perfoli Ihould be able after fo many years, pof- 
" fibly to fay where any perfon fat, but to the 
** beft of my remembrance you fat upon the fe- 
'^ cond bench next to the prefident ; but I dare 
" not be pofitive in that, I dare not juftify it 
" upon my oath, it is but my remembrance." 

Here Mr. Scroop talked to 6iie that ftood near 
him. 

^ Lord Chief fiaron. We muft defirc that of 
<^ you, Mr. Scroop, that you wiH not fpeak to any 
^ here, but what the court 'may hear.** ' * 

^* P. I fhaff obferve your commands." 
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Mr. Coytmore /worn. 



" CdunciU Did you fee the prifoner at the 
" bar, fitting in that which they called the high 
*^ court of juftice, as a judge upon the king?" 

" Coyt. I did fee him •' 

** Council • When? what day?" 

*^ Coyt. I cannot name the day ; I was three 
*' times of their fitting, there I faw him once or 
" twice ; once I am fure *' 

'' K What day ?•' 

'* Coyt. I cannot remember." 

" Council. Did he fit there as a judge upon 
" the king ?" 

" Coyt. He fat among the reft as a judge." 

" P. Give me leave to afk him whereabouts he 
" faw me fit?" 

" Council. Where did you fee him fit ?" 

^* Coyt. I cannot remember the place, he was 
" among them, I faw him either one or two 
" days ; there was a great company of theni to- 
" gather." 

" Council. Mr. Nutley, did you fee the pri- 
" foner fitting in that which they called the high 
*' court of juftice?" 

** Nut. If it pleafe your lordfliipfi, I was 

^* there in the court thofe four feveraldays, that 

I '^ they fat in judgment, I heard the prifoner at 

'* the bur called by his aame, I did take notice ht 
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*' was there, truly I think he was twice or thrice 
^* to my remembrance. 

** Council. Can you tell what day, whether 
" the 27th of January, 1648? 

" Nut. I cannot pofitively ; but to the beft of 
'' my remembrance he was there, that was the 
" laft day when judgment was given/* 



" Mr. Baker /worn. 

*^ Council. Mr. Baker, what fay you? Did 
'^ you fee the prifoner at the bar, fitting in that 
^* which they called the high court of juftice? 

** Baker. Yes I did fee Col. Scroop on Tuefday 
" the 23d of January, 1648, very particularly 
** ftand-up, and anfwer to his name. 

" Council. Mr. Coytmore, are you acquainted 
^' with Col. Scroop's hand? 

*^ Coyt. I have had feveral letters from him, 

" Council- Mr. Scroop, have you a mind to 
*^ fee the warrant for fummoning the court? 

" P. I defire to fee it; I do not remember I 
** fet my hand to it. 

*' Court. Shew it him. It being (hewed him. 

*^ P. I cannot fay it is my hand. 

*' Council. It is too true, we fliall prove it 
** to you. 

'' Court. Shew it to Mr. Coytmore. 

*' P. Be pleafed to let me fee it once more; 
*^ which was again Ihewcd him,- truly, my Lord, 
*^ I will fave him the labour. 
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** Council. You do acknowledge it was your 
'' hand? 

'^ P. ril fave him the labour; for I con&fs I 
" do not love men Ihould be put to their oaths 
*^ more than needs. 

** Here likewife the warrant for execution was 
" ^as read. 

*' Council. My lords, w^ fhall conclude our 
'' evidence with Major-general Brown, the lord 
** mayor eled." 



" ne Lord Mapr eleSt fivorn. 

*' Council, My lord, be pleafed to tell my 
*' Lords what difcourfe hath lately paffed between 
'^ the prifoner at the bar and you, concerning the 
" death of the king. 

** Lord Mayor eledt. My lords, upon fomc 
** occafion I was accidentally at the chamber of 
** the fpeaker, there I met this gentleman, whom, 
*' indeed, I knew not; he told me who he was; 
** and when I underftbod who he was, I faid to 
'^ him (or words to this purpofe, I cannot 'tell 
** the words) beraufe I would not diftafle him, 
** and fay you have done this, therefore I put it 
'' thus, we have done this, what a fad cafe have 
*^ z^ey fiiid I, brought this kingdom unto? Why, 
.^* faith he? You fee, faid I, how'it is ruined now 
^^ the king is murdeped, &c. Sairh he, fome are 
** of one opinion, and fome of another. Sir,, faid 
*' I, do you think it was well done to murder the 
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^^ king ? Ssiith he^ I will not make you my con^ 
'^ fefTor, Sir; it was much to this purpofe, 

*' Council « When was this fpoken? 

•* Lord Mayor eledt. Truly I do not know the 
^^ day; but it was that day that Sir H. Mildmay 
•* rendered himfelf to the fpeaker; it was fince 
•• the coming in of the king. 

*' Mr. Solicitor General. Neither time nor 
'' the hand of God appearing in this bufinefs, nor 
'^ the condition he M'as in, was ever able to bring 
^' this gentleman to be forry for his offence; but 
'^ we do not give it as any evidence of his crimes : 
*' you have heard the prifoner confefs the two 
" warrants; you have heard by feveral witncffes 
" produced, that he did fit in that, which they 
^' called the high court of juftice, by three, that 
^* he fat particularly on that day, they called the 
'^ day of their judgment; you have heard how lit- 
*' tie penitence he hath had, by his declaration to 
•* the lord mayor eledl. 

*^ P. I hope now that you have heard the evi- 
'* dcncc againft me, that you will give me leave 
*' to make fome defence fdr myfelf. 

^* Lord Chief Baron. God forbid othcrwife, 
'^ but that you ftiould have free liberty. 

*' P. Truly, my lords, though my breeding 
*' hath not been in the way of the laws, and there- 
*' fore I have a great difad vantage, when there be 
^* fuch learned gentlemen as thefe are to plead 
*^ againft mc. I mufl confefs to ydu I have 
*' fomething for matter of law to plead for the 
^* juflification of the fa<ft, though I would not 
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** undertake to juftify the perfon; I humbly in- 
" treat that I may have fome time given me, and 
" fome council that I may anfwer matter of law. 

** Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, if you have 
" any thing of matter of law for which you would 
*^ have council, you muft alledge that matter 
" firft; the ufe of council is only to put in cer- 
*^ tainty what you have of matter pf law, and 
" then the court and judges muft judge of it. If 
" you have matter of law you muft tell what it isj 
" if it be matter that there is caufe to overrule it, 
** there is no caufe of making farther ufe of coun- 
" cil. If one be indided for murder, when he 
*' comes to trial, he will fay, I have matter of 
^* law to plead, what is that? That murder is no 
*' felony. Do you think council will be admitted 
" in this? If you do alledge what this matter is, 
** wherein you defirc council, you (hall have your 
*' anfwer. 

*' P. My lords, as well as I am able to do 
^' it, I fhall do it; my lord, I was not in the 
^^ p5irliament; take notice of that, and that which 
** was done in the high court of juftice, it w^s 
" done by a commiflion from the parliament. 
" My lord, it .was that authority which was then, 
*^ I will not fay it was fo, becaufe I would not 
"• give offence; it wa^ that authority then which 
^' vwas accounted the fupreme authority of the 
** nation, and that authority, my lord, that a 
** great many of the generality of the nation fub- 
" initted to. . My lord, I having received a 
^' comipjind from that aujhority^ what I did, was 



Digitized by 



Google 



2l8 THE LIFE OF 

*^ in obedience to that authority. My lord, I 
*' have not had time to confider of thefc things, 
*' becaufe I have been for thefe fix weeks (hut up 
" a clofe prifoner, and that I could neither come 
** at council nor any thing elfe, nor to get any 
** thing to prepare. for it; therefore I defire your 
^* lordihips to do me the favor, if you fee any 
*' weight in it, let me have time, and council 
*' alTigned me. 

" Lord Chief Baron. Have you done, Sir? 

« P. Yes. I 

'' Lord Chief Baron. Then I take this to be 
*^ the effeil of what you have faid; if I have 
** not taken it aright tell me fo: you fay you 
•* juftify the facfl, though not your perfon; that 
" you were not of the parliament, that what was 
'* done was by commiflion from the parliament: 
*^ be pleafed not to miftake me, for I fay you 
** faid this: that which I have to plead in juftifi- 
'' cation of it, I do not fay that I juftify myfelf, 
*^ but that which I have to fay is for juftification 
** of the fad:: I Was no firft contriver of the bu- 
^' linefs; and fecondly, I did it by virtue of the 
" command, and in obedience to the authority 
** of the parliament. That that authority was then 
** accounted the fupreme authority of the nation, 
'^ and that the generality of the nation did fub- 
*' mit to their authority; I think I have repeated 
" all you have faid. Then, Mr. Scroop, you 
" muft know this, that there is no caufe at all, 
" why council fhould be given for what you 
" fpeak ; I profefs it rather tends to the aggrava- 
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*^ tion, than extenuation of what you did. Firfl: 
'^ you fay you did it by authority of parliament, I 
** am afraid you have been miftaken as well as 
*^ others; by the word parliament, what doth that 
** mean ? I am fure you and every one knows, that 
** there was not one precedent ever heard of till 
*^ this, that the houfe of commons Ihould take 
*' upon them the legiflative power, and make fuch 
*^ an aft as this was; there was no colour for it, 
" Then for men upon their own heads, never 
** heard^ of before, and againft the liberty and 
• ^^ freedom of the people, that they ihould call it 
" the parliament, when there was but forty-fix fat, 
'* whereas there was above two hundred and forty 
*^ excluded ; and how can you call this a houfe of 
*^ commons; did ever the houfe of commons, be- 
^' fore this fingle aft, take upon them the legif- 
^* lative powers, without the lords ? The afts are 
^^ begun in the commons houfe; when you have 
^' done, if the lords do not pafs it, it is abortive; 
" if it be done by both hbufes, there ought to be 
*^ the royal aflent. But the lords had rejefted this 
^' aft; thentheymufttake upon them thefeforty-fix 
^' men, whereof I do believe there was not above 
*^ twenty-five or twenty-fix men that did vote this, 
" and this'mGft be called the parliament, the com- 
'^ mons of England. I would fain know whether any 
*^ man hath heard that the houfe of commons took 
^* upon them the legiflative power before this aft $ 
** but this hath been overruled in* the like cafe, 
*' and I Ihall fay no more to it. Whnt is the oath 
^^ pf allegiance? Is it not that you would defend 
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♦• the king, his crown, rights^ and liberties, 
♦* againft all perfons whatfoevcr? It was not only 
•* againft the Pope (as feme would have it), but 
*^ the word is otherwife: they broke the oath of 
^* ftipremacy, which was, that the king was fu- 
•• preme governor of thefc nations. They fwore, 
'* that they would maintain, and keep all privi- 
•* leges, immunities, pre-eminences, annexed to 
^* the imperial crown of this ifealm : an imperial 
^ crown it was, that which was not touched in 
" the pcrfon: we do not fpeak any thing of the 
*' abfolute power of the king, for you fee he can- 
** not judge concerning the death of his father^ 
** but by law. When you fwore this allegiance, 
** all thofe members to break all this at once^ this 
*' would be fo far from having any color of authc^- 
'* rity, that he that juftifies it, it is againft: the 
^^ light of confcience and law. You fay, you did 
**'it by commandment frc>m them: he that doth a 
** command by fuch an authority, it is his guilt: 
*' our law book fays, that if a court of comtnon 
" law exceed their jurifdidtion, in that cafe he 
" that obeys that command is puniftxable. In 
** the court of common pleas, if there be an ap- 
** peal there for murder, it is only proper to the 
*f upper bench; and therefore if the party, be con- 
•* demned, fentenced, and executed thereupon, 
" the executioner in that cafe is guilty of murder 
** for obeying that authority, which was, indeed, 
^ no authority : and, therefore, whereas you wouki 
** go about to juftify the fad, becaufe you did it 
^^ by command of that authority, that is an aggra- 
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'^ vation : that when men (hall affume an autho- 
*' rity, which is a devil at the noon-day, appearing . 
"without vigors; I fay, (hall affume an autho- 
*^ rity never heard of before; if men will counte- 
" nance their adls by obeying of them, it is an 
^* aggravation: we have already declared this in 
*^ the cafe of the prifoner yeilerday; we are all 
** fatisfied in the law in that cafe; it is fo clear a 
" point in law, that my brethren here and we 
" did overrule it y^fterday, in the like cafe, and 
*^ fo we muft now; and I hope that all do concur 
** in this opinion that hath been delivered* 

** Lord Finch. I hope all do concur in this 
" opinion delivered by my lord chief baron: you 
" Ihelter yourfelf under a command of the houfe 
" of commons; but let me tell you, and all the 
" world, that if the houfe of commons (let it 
" have been never fo compleat) had given a com- 
*^mand, it had been a thing no ways juftifiable; 
" the juftification is an aggravation. 

** P. My* lord, 1 do fee that every thing I 
*^ fpeak, though it be for clearing myfelf from 
^* your ill opinion, I fee it is taken in an ill fenfe 
" (I humbly befecch pardon for the expreffion) if I 
"err, I will crave your lordfhips* pardon; but, 
** my lord, I fay this, if I have been mifled, I am 
" not a fingle perfon that has been mifled. My 
" lord, I could fay (but I think it doth not be- 
*^ come me to fay fo), that I fee a great many 
" ftces at this time that were mifled as well as 
'* myfelf; but that I will not infift upon: I fay 
" this, that I hope an error in judgnrient ftiall not 
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** be accounted malice or an error^of the will: 
" truly (my lord) I never went to the work with 
*^ a malicious heart ; I humbly defire your lord- 
" fhips to take notice of it, that I never bore any 
^*. malice at all againft his^late majefty.'* 

*^ Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, have you 
^*done?" 

" P. My lord, I do befcech your lordfhips to 
^^ take notice that an error in judgment, is not an 
^* error in the will." 

*' Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, I am very 
** glad to hear you fay fo ; but let me tell you 
" what the law faith ; the law in this cafe creates 
** the malice. If a man do an acft of this nature, 
^* that may be fomc kind of excufe to God, but 
'^ towards man you are to look to the fa6t, the law 
" implies the malice. If there be any thing you 
** will fay in the extenuation of your offence, we 
•* will be very glad to hear, that it may tend to 
'* your help." 

" P. My lord, there is one evidence comes in 
" againft me, that I muft confefs I am very forry 
" to fee ; and, my lord, there was a faying, and 
*' it is my lord-mayor eledl. Truly he is a worthy 
" gentleman, but I defire the lord may forgive 
*^ that which he hath fpoken. Truly my lord, I 
" did never intend any thing to this, neither can 
" I dire(5lly remember that I fpake thofe words. 
** diredly as my lord-mayor eledt doth fpeak ; I, 
" do believe my lord-mayor cannot very well re-. 
^* member them himfelf; for he faith fo far as he. 
" can remember ; I muft confefs that when I was 
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** there, and had appeared according to the pro- 
" clamation, that fuch difcourfe, fomewhat like 
" it was raifed, not of my procuring ; I did not 
•'procure the difcourfe; I never intended the 
" juftification of the fadt ; but it was my ill fuc- 
" cefs that I fhould meet that worthy gentleman, 
*' to have fo much difcourfe with him.'* 

'' Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, my lord- 
" mayor eledl faith no farther than this, fo faf as 
** he remembers, and the words that you fliould 
" fay were thefe, that fome are of one opinion 
" and fome of another." 

" P. Upon the death of the king, (my lord) 
*' I muft confefs to you, that fomewhat I faid to 
** liirp^ but I cannot own that I faid thofe words. 
" My lords, he is a worthy perfon, I do not defire 
" to fpeak any thing to degenerate in the leaft 
'* kind from him; it is but his yea and my no; 
'^ there was nobody there." 

*^ Lord Chief Baron. Have you any thing 
\* more to fay for yourfelf ?" 

" P. My lord, if your lordlhips do over-rule 
" it fo that I may not have council, I have little 
" more to fay." 

" Lord Chief Baron. You have heard the 
" fenfc of the court in that particular, you can- 
" not have council allowed you, as to the matter 
** you have pleaded." 

*' P. I have done, but only this, my lords ; .1 
" know not whether it be feafonable to mention 
" it ; I came in upon the proclamation; and, my 
'* lords, by means of thefe unhappy words that 
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*^ have been reported of me in the houfc of com-- 
** mons, I have been excepted, whereas before I 
'^ was not excepted before the very laft day ; I 
** befeech you take notice of this.'* 

*' Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, that is a 
** thing that is not before us, but there will be a 
** proper time to conlider of it in another place, 
** that is nothing to the trial ; have you any more 
"to fay. Sir?'* 

" P. No, my lord ; will your lordfhip pleafc 
** to let mefpeak a word to the jury." 

•* Lord Chief Baron. If you fpeak to the 
•• court, thejury will hear it.** 

*' P. Truly my lord, this I do perceive, that I 
*• anl under a very great prejudice as to this fed. 
•* It hath been the cafe of many gentlemen be- 
«* fides myfcif ; I defire that thefe gentlemen 
*' would take my cafe into confideration, as they 
•^ would their own, and I defire that the Lord 
•* would give them dircftion, that they may do 
*' that which is according to juftice and mercy; 
" that is all I have to fay, my lords.'* 

•' Lord Chief Baron. You gentlemen that arc 
*' fworn of this jury, you fee the prifoner, Mr. 
" Scroop, hath been indidcd for imagining and 
** contriving the death of bis late majcfty, of 
** blefled memory. King Charles the Firft. You 
*' fee there are feveral things in this indidment ; 
*' the charge is the imagining and compaffing the 
•* death of the king. In the indidlment there arc 
** feveral matters of fad to prove this imagina- 
•* tion. The imagination is the treafon, the mat- 
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•' ters of fad^to prove it, are but the evidences of 
" that imagination ; if any one of them be 
*' proved to you, it is fufficient, the one is con- 
*' fulting and meeting together how to put him 
" to death, the other fitting and alTuming autho- 
" rity to bring him to trial. Then you have a 
• " fentence by the court to put the king to death 
" thereupon ; afterwards he was put to death : 
" any one of thefe matters are evidence enough 
" for you to prove the indidtment ; for though the 
" indiAment concludes that fo they did imagine 
'* and compafs the death of the king, and that 
** the king was put to death in manner and form 
*^ as aforefaid ; the manner and form aforcfaid 
** goes to this, to the imagination of the heart ; 
" for the law did not think any one would put the 
" king to death, they thought it fo great a crime, 
** they thought it not convenient to bring it into 
'^ the ftatute. But the compaffing and imagining 
" the death of the king is made treafon : then to 
" apply it, this faft to the gentleman, it appears 
"^ to you here by the proofs againft him. Here is 
." Mr. Mafterfon, he fwears he faw him fit in that 
*^ pretended court ; there was your evidence of 
"the.firft, the firft was their meeting together; 
*^ and of the fecond too, they did afliime autho- 
". rity upon them ; and he fwears farther to the 
" ftntence, that the prifoner was there. Here 
" were the three overt-afts all proved. ^ He con- 
" feifes he did fign the warrant for putting the 
<'. king to death. This without any witnefs at 
** all, was a fufficient proofs a proof of proofs. 
Vol,. U. Q^ 
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*^ The other witneflcs, you hear what they fay ; 
** you hear Mr. Kirk, Mr. Clark, Mr. Nutley, 
** fwear all to his fitting there. It is true, when 
^^ this comes to the particulars where he fat, you 
" mull remember it was about twelve years ago ; 
** when a man fees a mixt number of about 
" eighty perfons, it is impoflible a man ihould be 
-** able to anfwer this particular after twelve years, 
** where fuch a one fat ; but you fee by his fen- 
'^ tencing what he did. They all witnefs they 
*^ faw him pofitively ; and one tells you, *^ he 
'^wondered he faw him there;** and indeed it 
" might be a wonder, for iMr. Scroop (to give 
*^ him his right) was not a perfon as fome of the 
^^ reft, but he was unhappily engaged in that 
" bloody bufinefs, I hope miftakenly ; but when 
" it comes to fo high a crime as this, men muft 
*^ not excufe themfclves by ignorance, or mif- 
** guided confcience as to God, for this horrid 
*' murder of. the king fomewhat may be, but 
" there is no excufe or extenuation before man ; 
" there may be I fay before the Lord. Yoii fee 
^^ the jproof is full againft this gentleman, as full 
«^ as may be ; witnefles faw him fit, and he him-^ 
*^ felf confeflTed. he figned the warrants. I have 
*^ no more to fay to you, but gentlemen, you fee 
** what it is ; I think for matter of fad you need 
^} not go from the bar; but I leave it to you.'* 

"P. My lord, 

** Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Scroop, if you have 
f* any thing to fay when the jury have brought in 
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** their vcrdid, if you will fay any thing for mat- 
*' ter of mercy, the court wilhhearyou.** 

«* P. I thank your lordfhip.*' 

'* The jury returned a vcrdi(fl of guilty ; and 
'* being alked what goods and chatties the pri- 
•' foner had, replied none that we know/' 

" The Lord Chief Baron then told him, 

*' If you will fay any thing the court will hear 
•* you/* 

*' P. I have no more, my lord, but refer my- 
" felf to this honourable court/* 

There was certainly a great mcanncfs, if not 
worfe, in the lord-mayor eledt towards him, and 
it was very impolitic in him to unbofom himfelf 
to fuch a man. His condudt throughout was more 
dignified, and he met with more compaflion than 
any that fufFered ; he had an erroneous idea, but 
acting upon it, he behaved with a fteady mind, 
and it does not appear by any one art of his, 
that ambition or fordid gain were concerned in 
it, which is what can be.faid of no other. 

After his condemnation, one of his children 
hanging upon and weeping over him, he faidj 
•' Peace, child, be ftill, not a word ; thou haft a 
•• blelTed portion. Who would be troubled to 
** die ? for can any one have a greater honour^ 
" than to have his foul carried up to heaven, 
•• upon the wings of the prayers of fo many 
" faints ?" 

Being told that he and others alfo Roomed to 
die» muft all go into the room where Majar*ge- 
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neral Harrifon had been confined after his con- 
demnation, he rejoiced exceedingly that they 
were not to be parted. 

He however had far too much prefumption in 
telling a clergyman, that, *' all his fins, every 
*' one, was pardoned, and that God had loved 
*' him, with an everlafting love, and in the 
*' fl:rengthof that he would go to heaven/* 

He told fome who vifited him ** to own the 
•* fovereignty of God, and think this his fituation 
** was his- difpenfation; to be at his feet with 
** their mouths in the dufl:, and to live more in 
" love and unity one with another. '* 

One of his nephews humanely came to him in 
the dungeon the night preceding his death, and 
requeflicd of him to repent of the part he had 
aded towards the late, and to fubmit to the pre- 
fent king's mercy ; but he returned him no other 
anfwer than, ** avoid fatan,** at the fame time 
thrufting him away. 

This night he told his fellow prifoners he 
Ihould take a little fleep, having had but an in- 
different one the night before, and compofing 
himfelf, he flept fo found that he fnored, and was 
obliged to be waked when the fledge came for 
him ; and being then aflced how his health was, 
faid, " Very well, I thank God, never better in 
** my life ; and now will I wafti mine hands in 
'f innoeency, fo will I compafs thine altar, O 
''Lord." 

At the place of execution, he faid, " You fee 
^'^ an objea here, that hath been in a better place ; 
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** but howfoevcr the Lord Jcfus Chrift hath fent 
*' me to this place, that in this place I fhoulddic. 
"I have noanimofity againft any man, nor ever 
" had, neither have I any evil-will to thofe that 
*' brought rtie hither, nor to the jury that found 
" me guilty, nor judges that pafled fentence, nor 
" to hipi through whofe means I was brought 
*' here to fufFer ; I fay once more, the Lord for* 
** give him, I fliall not name him ; for I come not 
•* hither to reflevfl upon any man's pcrfon." 

" I will not tell you what my breeding hath 
" been, becaufe it is not good for any man (efpe- 
'* cially at fuch a time as thi^) to boafi of his 
" line^e nor breeding; but this I (hall fay, I was 
" born and bred a gentleman." 

*' As to my carriage, it may be fome that look 
*' upon me here knows what it hath been ; but 
" God, the judge of all, knew what it was/* and ' 
then breaking out into a religious ftrain fiiitable 
to his fad fituation, he addrcfTed the multitudes 
on the right and left hand of him, defired them 
to refledl that this was, as it were, a reprefentation 
of the laft judgment, finiihing with wilhing and 
defiring them to judge charitably of him. 

His laft prayer was fuch as did honour to his 
underftanding, and ftill more to the difpofition of 
his mind ; enthufiafm gave way to true piety, 
and he requefted of that omnipotent being be- 
fore whom he was going, in a more immediate 
manner, to appear, that he would not deal with 
him according to fins, for he was a miferablc 
finner, " for if thou,'* fays he, " entgr into 
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"judgment, who is able to ftand* before thee? 
*' but there is forgivcnefs with thee, that thou 
" mayeft be feared. O Lord let me be known 
*' and feen, that there hath not been any heart in 
^ me, to any thing with malifce or revenge, or 
** that might fliew any revenge ; if there be any 
'' revenge on the other fide, the Lord lay it not 
'^ to their charge. The Lord blefs thofe in au- 
** thority, the Lord blefs his majefty, that he may 
'* reign profperoufly, and that he may receive a 
" blefling from the hand of the Lord ;'* and he 
finifhed all with praying '* for ftrength to ftand 
'* and endure his prefent hour of temptation.'* 
The executioner then performed his dreadful of- 
fice. 

It was a thoufand pities that if fo many were to 
die as public examples, fome one of the others 
who were equally guilty of the king's death, and 
whofe lives were a difgrace to any caufe, were not 
fubftituted in his fl:ead. ** His port and mean 
'^ were noble, and the endowments of his mind 
*' every way anfwerable," fays Ludlow. 

Happy had it been for him, if he had purfued 
the loyal condudt of Sir Gervafe Scroop, of Lin- 
colnfliire, the head of his own family, who rilked 
his life for his fovereign, old as he was, and 
fought valiantly at Edge-hill, where he fell wound- 
ed in fixteen different plactes in his body and 
head ; and had lain fl:ripped among the dead from 
three o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday, and re- 
mained all that very cold night, all Monday, 
^ Monday night, and all Tuefday until the evening; 
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when his fon with pious care went to feek him 
amoDgfl the flain, and convey his body to his fa- 
mily place of interment, but to his amazement 
he found his parent living; and putting him into 
a warm l^ed he Vevived, and was enabled to be 
conduced to Oxford, where he perfectly reco- 
vered, as did a gentleman of the name of Bel- 
li ngham taken from the fame place, and in the 
fame manner by his fon; and the furgeons allowed, 
that thefe aged gentlemen were fjtved by the very 
barbarity that was exercifed againft them, for had 
they been removed immediately, their wounds 
would have been fatal ; but the coldnefs of the 
nights flopped the blood better than all the arts 
of their profeflion could. 
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The Life of AUGUSTINE SKINNER, Efq. 

Augustine Skinner^ Efq. was the fon and 
heir of Auguftinc Skinner, of Tuttcfham Hall, in 
Weft Farlcigh, in Kent, by Frances, daughter and 
heirefs of Auguftine Folkes. Mr. Skinner was 
of a good family feated in Devon ; a branch of 
thofe in Lincolnfhire. His father died in 1635. 
He obtained a feat in the long parliament, became 
a committee man for Kent, and was an aftive ma,- 
giftrate. 

He would not take any (hare in the wickednefs 
contrived, and executed towards the king; and 
therefore efcaped all danger from the efFedls of 
that bafe deed at the reftoration. 

The protedtor Oliver placed great confidence 
in him as a juftice of peace ; and the parochial 
records in the neighbourhood of Weft Farleigh 
evince his great fway. 

At the reftoration he became involved in mis- 
fortunes, from having imprudently purchafed 
the manors of Bromley and Trottefchiff, part of 
the eftatQs belonging to the fee of Rochefter; for 
having, from his eagernefs to procure them, 
borrowed the money, which he now was called 
upon to repay, and being unable, he threw him- 
felf into the Fleet Prifon ; where, after bearing 
his misfortune with great fortitude, he died June 
II, 1672, aged feventy-cight : his corpfe was 
brought down, and buried in the chancel of Weft 
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Farlcigh church, whefe there is a handibme mural 
monument of white marble eredled to his memory 
by Robert Cage, Efq. one of his executors. His^ 
arms upon it are, ermine, three lozenges, fable, 
in each a fleur de lis, or. 

He married twice; firft, Elizabeth, daughter 
of Richard Braithwaite, councellor at law, and 
widow of Jphn Twifden, of Dartford ; and feT- 
Qpndly,* Ann, daughter of Thomas Franklin, of 
London, Efq. By one of thefe wives he had a 
fon, named Auguftine, born in 1618, and died in 
the fame year. 

He had a brother, William Skinner, Efiq. an 
officer in the parliament fervice, who was his heir 
prefumptive, and involved in difficulties alfo, 
probably in having, like him, engagedin eccle- 
.liaftical purchafes ; for this reafon they jointly 
procured an ad of parliament in the year 1660, to 
difpofe of lands to pay debts. The feat of Tut- 
tefham Hall was fold to Edward Gouldfton^ Efq. 
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The Life of PHILIP SKIPPON, Efq, 

Philip Skippon, Efq. was, if wc believe the 
loyalifts, originally a waggoner; but it is pro- 
bable his fituation, though humble, was not fo 
mean. He was a devoted fervant to the parlia* 
ment, as far as the army judged prpper for their 
own intercll ; and he came, though late, into par- 
liament as a member for Barnftable, in Devon- 
ihire. 

It is greatly to his honour that he declined the 
dangerous plot againft the. life of his majefty^ — 
After the eftablifhment of a commonwealth, he 
• ferved that intereft, until the parliament was 
turned adrift by Oliver ; when he was raifed by 
him to be a lord of his other houfe, and continued 
with Richard, until he faw the parliament would 
deprive him of the fceptre; but dying juft be- 
fore, or immediately after, the relloration, he 
had no time to efFedt a pardon from oiFended ma- 
jefty. 

He was a moft popular commander; and his 
intereft was fo great in the army, that he obtained 
great grants, which were too valuable not to re- 
tain ; and he was too much attached ft) his own 
intereft not to go whitherfoever that diredcd 
him ; but with the return of royalty, this pro- 
perty was, in general, loft to his family ; yet 
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fome remained to his heirs. His fon, Sir Philip 
Skippon, of Horfham, in Suffolk, F. R, S. had 
three wives, and left iffue by one of them a fon, 
of his names, who difpofcd of his patrimony. 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 236 ] 



The Life of HENRY SMITH, £/y. 

Henry Smith, Efq, was a gentleman of good 
family in Leicefterlhirfc. It has generally been 
faid that he had been brought up to the bar; but 
It appears by his trial that he was not educated to 
that profeffion. 

He was named one of the commiflloners, and 
Had the prefumption to fit upon his majefty in 
judgment, purfuing it from the beginning iintil 
the end of the trial, omitting no one day either 
in the Pailited Chamber or Weftminfter Hall, gave 
fentcnce, and figned the warrant for the devoted 
vidim's public murder before one of his own 
palaces in his capital, and in the full glare of day, 
an ad of peculiar infamy, until the prefent times 
have dared in another kingdom to copy, fo vile a 
precedent* 

The parliament gjtve him, as a reward for his 
*' fer vices,'* one oi the fix clerks' places, worth 
at that time one thoufand pounds per annum. 

Theprotedor named him, Edward Smith, Efq. 
and another Edward Smith, Efq. of Edmond- 
thorpe, all in Leicefterfliire, as committee-men 
of that county. King Charles II. created this 
laft gentleman, on March 2, 1660, a baronet; and 
knighted Roger Smith, Efq. of the fame place ; 
all of whom were related, and probably nearly fo, 
to this regicide. 
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H« furrendered himfclf in compliance to the 
parliament's proclamation, and was arraigned for 
his nefarious crime, with his fellow culprits, at 
the Seflions Houfe in the Old Bailey, Odtober lo, 
1660, and pleaded Not guilty. On tKe fixteenth, 
he was brought to' the bar to fpeak in his defence; 
when, addrefling the court, he faid, 

*' P. My lord, I fhall not dcfire to fpend your 
" lordfhips' time; what I have done, I did it ig- 
*' norantly, not knowing what I did. I Ihall not 
*• deny the matter of fadl ; but as to that I pleaded 
*' Not Guilty before : it was in relation to that 
'^ which I was ignorant ot the law of the nation- 
'* I have not been bred to it ; I humbly defire 
" your lordfhips to confider that what I did was 
** done ignorantly, not knowing the law* 
,*' Council, What was that? 

** P. I do confcfs that I fat in the court ; I dQ 
" not remember that I ligned or fcaled.*' (Both 
the warranto being fhewed him, he added) *' My 
** lords, I confefs the hands are like mine; but 
** whether they be fo or no, I know not. 

'* Council. Then we will prove it. Is the 
'* feal yours ? 

*' P. I do not know. 

** Council. Do you confefs you were in the 
" Painted Chanriber the 29th of January ? Do 
** you remember any thing of that ? ' 

'* P. I do. not certainly know that. 

*' Council. My lord, he hath faid enough. — 
" Shall the jury doubt of that which he be- 
« lieves? . 
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•• P. I do not remember that I did write it* 

" Council. My lord, we prcfs it no farther, 
" he hath confefled enough. 

** P. My lord, what I have done I befeech you 
*' confider I did it in ignorance, not knowing the 
•' law. There were thofe about ftie that were able 
•' to call me, who were then in authority, whom 
" I dared not difobey, if fo, I had been in danger 
'' alfo. 

"Council. My lords, we have done; bepleafcd 
'* to direct the jury upon thefe feveral evidences 
*' and confeflions. 

*' P. I beg one word; I muft declare this, I 
*' can fpeak it ferioufly, that, from the firft to the 
" laft of thefe unhappy wars, I have been a man 
*' of trouble and forrow. I have been, as many 
** wifer men have been, run upon error. My 
*' lord, I know not what I have done ; I pray that 
*' this court will be pleafcd to be a mediator for 
'^ me, that I may have his majefty's favour. (He 
** then delivered his petition to the court.) I can 
" rejoice for that happy fettlement that is again in 
" the nations ; and declare cheerfully my humble 
*' fubmiflion to that government, and delire the 
** Lord will blefs and profper his majefty and the 
** parliament in thefe nations. My lord, I ren- 
^' dered myfelf according to the proclamation : I 
" Ihall fay no more. 

*' The lord chief baron^ in his addrefs to the 
"jury, fpeaking.of him, faid, Henry Smith, he 
" did it ignorantly^. he was not guilty thus far; 
** that was, he was led on, even like one filly 
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** fheep that follows another, by what relation I 
*^ have heard of the perfon ; at that time he was 
'^ not thought fit to be of the privy council.*' 

He was brought in guilty; but his majefty per- 
mitted him to die in prifon. He was feemingiy a 
very poor weak man, whofe name and perfon was 
ufed juft to fill up the number required. 

Smith, is fo common a furname, that it is dif- 
ficult to afcertain one man from another who 
beavs it ; or perhaps fomething more might have 
been learnt of this regicide : but from his inca- 
pacity we muft fuppofe it could be but little. 
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The Life of ANTHONY STAPLEY, Efq. 

Anthony Stapley, Efq. was fon of a gentle- 
man of both his names, fcated at Framfield/irt 
SuiTex, by the daughter of a gentleman in that 
county, whofe furname was Thatcher. 

He Ihewed his diflikc to the court by refufing 
to contribute towards the war to be undertaken 
againft the Scots, who had marched into the 
kingdom. The government of the monarch was 
by no means popular ; many real and many fup- 
pofed grievances threw a gloom over moft con- 
fiderate men. He, a« a perfon of good family and 
fortune, was returned in both the laft parliaments 
, in Charles' reign, as one of the reprefentatives for 
his own county. 

His conduft in that ever-memorable meeting 
the long parliament was uniformly diredled againft 
his fovereign ; and obtaining the rank of colonel 
in the army, he learnt there a new fyftem of po- 
litics : the venerable conftitution he z,t firft pre- 
tended to fupport againft innovation, now ap- 
peared unworthy of exifting ; and he joined in all 
the fcandalous excefles which the heads of the 
army chofc to pradife, until they arrived at the 
height of human depravity, in decreeing a folemn 
murder of him, to whom they all not only owed, 
but had fworn allegiance. 

How greatly muft we blame this gentleman, 
who, rcgardlcfs of the moft facrcd of duties> of 
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that love Avhich he owed to his own family in 
particular, plunged himfelf and'them'intb inevi- 
table ruin, by uniting with the ar niy, cabal, iii ia- 
criiicing his fovereign to their . aggrandizement; 
attending this court of injuftice from the 20th 
day of January to the -27th inclufive, and ligning 
the warrant for the king's execution. 

The monarchy being' deftroyed, he obtained, the 
moft confiderable fituation in.the government ; for 
he was appointed of the council of ftate in the 
years 1649, 1650, and 1653, befides having the 
government of the city of Chichefter. " The exadl 
time of his death I have not foen ; it is probable 
he was too much arrepublican to have been fatisfied 
with Oliver's aflTamption of the government, 
which, I prefume, he ^id but juft fee. 

There were few who fat in this illegal meeting, 
who were more unwife than Mr, Stapley ; becaufe 
he could have little to gain, and every thing to 
lofe; but rebellion fo infatuates, that there are 
conftant encroachments made upon the mind, 
until at laft it is entirely darkened, and they per- 
petrate deeds they would have dreaded to have 
had for a moment gleamed upon their minds at atn 
earlier period. 

He married Ann, daughter of Qeorge Goring, 
Efq. and fifter of George Lord Goring, Earl of 
Norwich ; by whom he had John, his heir • An- 
thony, and — I think a major in the army in 
Ireland. 

The eldeft of them made fo confpicuous a figure 

Yoh. II. R 
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in tbefe diltra&ed times^ that I fball fpeak par*, 
ticulariy of him. Major-general GofFci Nov. 5, 
1655, writes to fecretary Thurloc from Lewes, 
" Mr. John Stapley being in townc when I came> 
*' called att my lodgings^ and in that little dif- 
" courfe wee had, he Teemed very ready to fcrvc 
" his highnefs (to ufc his own expreflion) in 
*' a publicke employments I have aflured fome 
" of this towne, that his brother, Mr. Anthony 
<* Stapley, is putt into the commiffion for the 
" peace, which I doubt not you will make good.*' 
And in another letter, dated January 5, 1655^^, 
he fays, *' Mr. John Stapley was with us att 
'^ Lewis, and I am perfuaded is very cordially re- 
'* folved to ferve the protedlor : ' he hath {aid to 
'* fome. of his friends, that he will venter his life and 
'* eftate for him ; and therefore, becaufe I find fome 
" of the juftices of this country much troybled 
'• that they have noe cuftos rotulorum, fome of 
** them faying that defed: may make all their pro- 
*' ceedings qucftionable, I am bould once more to 
** fill up that blanke in the commiflion wth Mr. 
'* Stapley his name, with others:" and it appears 
by Scobel, that both the brothers, John and An- 
thony, were put in it. 

Yet, notwithftanding all thefe profeffions of re- 
gard for his highnefs* fervices, be embarked in a 
plot to ruin the proteAor* To this he was led by 
Lord Norwich, who reprefented to him, that the 
only poflible hope he could exped of pardon for 
the deep crime of his father, and his own yielding 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANTHGNY STAPLEY, ESQ^ 243 

to the power of the ufurpw, Was to aflifl: Jn the 
attempt then carried on to obtain his majefty's re- 
turn to his dominions, and fuch a declaration 
in favor of royalty only could fcctirc his eftate 
from confifcation upon the king's obtaining the 
crown. 

The advice of his noble relation, the hopes and 
fears that agitated him, with perhaps fome defire 
of doing a duty he owed in a particular manner 
to his fovcreign, and his country, to attone for 
the demerit of his father, all confpired to make 
him liften to the dangerous projeft, and he re- 
ceived fix: commiflions from the king, to give to 
whomfoever he judged proper in Suffex, to raife 
troops for his majefty 's fervice ; and it was thought 
a great matter gained to have fo confiderable a 
perfon in the royal intercft, in a coaft county, fo 
near London. Thefe commiiiions the ill-fated, 
pious Dr. Hewet gave him, whom he became ac- 
quainted with at his grandmother*s, lady Cham- 
pion's; and in union with the loyal, but equally- 
unfortunate. Sir Henry Slinglby his uncle, the 
whole plan was laid to bring in the king. 

This projedt was difcovered to Oliver, by the 
vigilance of his numerous fpics; and, as it ap- 
peared, he greeted this young gentleman when he 
waited upon him, at Whitehall, with one of his 
tremendous frowns, but difmiflTed him, with- 
greater complacency ; hcihould theh have revealed 
what he might be certain was known, and foofi 
after he was apprized of his danger by theproi 
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tcdor, to whom, ih ^658, he wrote this fiipplical. 
tory letter r- 

r » 
" May it pieafe your highnes^ " 
*^ Yoiir fnifleadj and unadvifed, and now dif- 
*' trefled fupplicant, doth take the boldncs to 
" prefcnt hiis troubled and defpicable eftate, that 
" he is now brought into, through the deceit e and 
** collulion of your and his eneniyes, that fur- 
" prized hina, and, throw the deJufion, infatuated 
** his judgment and reafon, that never was in- , 
*' clined to a compliance with yours, this nation's, 
.^' and hi§ father's cncmyes; the confideration of 
" which hath begott a fenfe of his fblly which 
^' doth opprefs. me much ; the thoughts of my ene- 
*' mics rejoyfing; the trouble of my friends ; and, 
" above all, to bee excluded from your highnes's 
Y favore; but confefEng and forfakitig with God 
" perfons find favore ;, and I believe your highncs 
** is gided by the influenoe of his fpirit, that I fo 
*^ doeing from the fincerity and fimpUcity of foul, 
•' I truft through your highnes"^ clemency to find 
** the fame. And, for thefarure, 1 doe pfomife, 
** by the?fl5^ar\cepf theAJmighty, I will not only 
" Live peaccftblyi but with theutnioft of my- en- 
*' deavours ftand by your highnef^; ivith life and 
" fortune,) tp- pre.ferve.your highness perfon, in- 
** tereft arEgd 4i^nity;!.anxi,- if ever Chafl^ J Stewart 
^^ ihpul^i, \U! my d^ycs>'.!make:any attempt againft 
y ypur prefect government,. I will p^rffoAally ap- 
^5 pear^^a^ifift himy tfcoligh it be but itt'the c!apa- 
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"city.of a private trooper, if I may not be in- 

*^ trufted by your highnefs, or your fucceflers, 

" with better preferment. 
" My lord, I doe humbly begge your pardon, 

" that I did not at firft declare to your highnefs 
'^ the whole buflines that I was concerned in. I 
*' was dalhed at your prefence, and aftoniftied at 
^* the confidcration of my. (in; for which I have 
" a(ked pardon of God, and doe aflc it of you. 
** My lord, it is the glory of a prince to pafle bye 
'^ an offence. I humbly begge pardon for this 
*^prefumption, refolving to continue as I am, 
" aiid ever (hall be,, 

*' Your highnes 

** Devoted and faithful fervant till death, 

'' J. Stapley.** • 



This letter, perhaps, faved his life, complying 
with the terms upon which it was granted; the 
painful ta(k of betraying every particular circum- 
ftance that could criminate Sir Henry Sling(by, 
Dr. Hewet, and all the other loyalifts implicated 
in the confpiracy; and fuch were the ten.per of 
the times, that Captain Anthony Stapley,. alfo 
concerned in it, in the fame manner betrayed every 
thing that could tend to convidt this gentleman, 
his elder brother. The protedlor only (bed the 
blood of the two principals, Sir Henry, and Dr. 
Hewet. What particular injury it did tp Mr. » 
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Stapley» except lofing five hundred pounds he had' 
laid out in arms^ does not appear. 

There was fomething very bafe in profefling a 
partiality to Oliver's perfon and government, and 
then ading againft both; but his fituation was 
very critical; the fin of his father hung over, and 
threatened him with ruin; the folicitations of his 
great, and refpe&able maternal relations, urged 
him to accept of the royal mercy in the only way 
that it could be attained ; danger was before him 
which way foever he turned; he chofe that con- 
duft which feemed to have the leaft, but though 
it was near overwhelming him, proved fafe in the 
end ; for, at the reftoration, though his father was 
attainted, and his eftates forfeited, yet his ma- 
jeAy confidering the rilk he had run, and not 
knowing of his engagement to adl againll Charles 
Stuart, gracioufly gave him the paternal lands of 
Patcham, conferred the title of knight upon him, 
and alfo gave him a patent for that of baronet, 
July 28, 1660. 

He married a daughter of Sir Herbert Springer, 
of Broyle-place, in Suflcx, baronet, by whom he 
had four children; Herbert Staplcy, Efq. who 
died in his father's lifetime, leaving no iffue by 
Alice, daughter of Sir Richard Culpepper, Knt. 
Philidelphia, married to Peter Courthorpe, of 
Danny, in Hartfpierpoint, in Suflex, Efq. IherifF 
of that county in 165 1, a very worthy and loyal 
gentleman. Elizabeth, to John Briggs, of Chi- 
chefter, L. L. D. Mary, to Walter Dobcll, of 
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Street, in Suflex; and Barbara, to William Hay, 
of Giynebourne, in the fame county, gentleman. 
Thefe ladies, by the death of their brother, (hared 
their father's eftates. 
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•The Honorable ♦ Algernon Sidney was the 
fecond fon of Robert Earl of Leicefter ; and Doro- ' 
thy, eldefl: daughter of Henry Earl of Northum- 
berland. He had a very learned education; and, 
in. 1632, went with his father to the court of 
Denmark, his lordlhip being appointed ambafla- 
dor to his Danifh majefty; he afterwards accom- 
panied the Earl into France: the countefs in a 
letter addrefled to her lord, at Paris, dated No- 
vember 10, 1636, fays, " (he hears him much 
" commended by all that come from thence, for 
f' a huge deal of wit, and much fweetnefs of 
*' nature/* 

When the Irifh broke out into rebellion, he 
had a commiflion for a troop of horfe in his fa- 
ther's regiment, and he accompanied his brother, 
J^ord Vifcount L'Ifle, into that kingdom, where 
he acquired great commendation for his gallantry 
againfl the enemy. 

He obtained his father's licence, then lord lieu- 
tenant-general of Ireland, to return to England; 
upon his landing in Lancafhire, with his brother 
the Vifcount, his majefty ordered both of them 
upon their allegiance to cpmc to him, at Oxford; 
but this, by their own means probably, being 
known to the parliament, they fent and fecure4 
their perfons, and conducted them to London; bift 

* Honorable is omitted in the commiflion conftituting bim one 
€f K. Charles's I.'s judges* 
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the king knowing the fchcme, was, as he had great 
reafon to be,, highly offended. 

There was little difficulty; in perfuading him to 
take a command in the parliament army, the fi- 
tuation of all others he moft wiflied for; they 
gave him apooK for his arrears; and May ip, 1644, 
he became captain of a troop of horfe under the 
Earl of Manchefter; and April 2, 1645, Sir Tho-f 
mas Fairfax, the general, gave him a colonel*s 
commiflioi). 

He diftinguiftied hfmfclf in the battle fought at 
York, and in others. He was made gover;ior of 
Chichefter; but his brother. Lord Vifcount Llfle, 
having been appointed lieutenant-general of Ire- 
land, and general of ^the forces there, by the par- 
liament, he went again into that kingdom, and 
Ije obtained the rank of lieutenant-general of the 
horfe thene, and became alfo governor of Dublin ; 
Ip.ut from feme political movement, April 8, 1647, 
the friends of Colonel Jones took the advantage of 
a very early and thin houfe, to have it moved by 
Mr. Glynne the recorder, that he Ihould be made 
chief governor, and not deputy to him, and it 
ivas carried, though he had accepted that appoint** 
ment from the committee of Derby Houfe; but 
to fweeten the difobligation, the parliament voted, 
that Colonel Sidney be cotifidered for his gopd 
fervice, and. May the 6th, he, and Major Harri- 
fon, whom he greatly efteemed^ had the thanks of 
the houfe for their goodfervipe in Ireland, and he 
was afterwards made governor of Dover. 

His political fentiments being well known, he 
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was appointed one of the king's judges, but he 
only fat the 13th, 15th, and 19th, days of January, 
in the Painted Chamber, owing moft probably to 
the powerful influence of the Earls of Leicefter 
and Northumberland. 

Looking upon Cromwell as one who had be- 
trayed the good old caufe, for which they had 
been fighting, he never afted under his govern- 
ment; but the proteftor was not one, who would 
overlook, or forgive his declaring againft him, fo 
that he was obliged to remafh at leaft quiefcent, 
but the moment they had deprived Richard of the 
government, he came forward, and the army, and 
the long parliament united to receive him with 
open arms ; in May, 1659, he was made one of the 
council of ftate, and, in June, that council ap- 
pointed him, Bulftrode Whitlocke, Efq. and Sir 
Robert Honeywood, commiflioners to the Sound, 
to mediate a peace between the Kings of Sweden 
and Denmark; but Mr. Whitlocke, in his memo- 
rial fays, *' he was not willing to undertake this 
" fcrvicc, efpecially to be joined with thofe, who 
*^ would expedl precedency of him, who had been 
*' formerly ambaflador extraordinary to Sweden 
" alone, and becaufe he knew well the overruling 
" temper and height of Colonel Sidneys he there- 
** fore endeavoured to excufe himfelf, by reafon 
" of his old age and infirmities," though ** the 
" council preflcd it upon him,** and he obtained 
leave to remain in England. 

Colonel Sidney accordingly went thither, and 
it appears that he did take the lead in that |iego- 
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tiation. In one pf them, he fay6, *^ the truth is, 
'• the proceedings of the Dutch ambafladors is 
'* unfupportable; for befides their infolency in 
" treating with France and England as fubjedls, 
'^ Sidney cannot truft what they fay. The French 
** ambalTadors and we do fometimes humble 
*' them, but they return again to their old courfe. 
*' This obliged us to deliver the paper, which 
*' Slingerland did profeflc was reaforiable, and 
** that they could expeft no leffe. And when they 
*^ could not find fault with the matter, they took 
** exceptions at it for being falfe Latin, which 
•* probably is true; for our own fecretaries being 
^' abfent, I writ it, having never in my life writ- 
'• ten fo much as three lines in that language. 
'* But I am not folicitous for that reproach in a 
^' man of my profeflion; the breaking of Pritian's 
*' head is noe great crime.** 

^ During his abfence, he wrote often to the earl his 
father, and his letters, which are extremely felecfl, 
evince how much he had confidered the human 
charadter, and difcriminated that of individuals; 
of his melancholy fituation none can read without 
a fincere commifferation, that fo wife a man fhould 
be fo prejudiced to a form of government inimical 
to the laws, and injurious to the welfare and hap- 
pinefs of the kingdom, as well as difapproved by- 
all, but a very little inconfiderable part of the 
community. 

I ihall endeavour in fome meafure to follow 
him, when fpeaking of his own private fituation. 
From Copenhagen, November 5, 1659, he men- 
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L'Ifle were received with refped at WhitehaH 
though perhaps no family in the kingdom had 
owed more to King James's houfe than the Sid- 
neys, and none returned it lefs; their warmeft 
friends cannot vindicate them from great ingra- 
titude; and what makes it more criminal in them, 
it arofe from refentment only on account of King 
Charles I/s queen removing the Earl of Leicef- 
ter from a place near her perfon. 

Colonel Sidney therefore leaving the northern 
kingdoms went into Germany ; he was at Frank- 
fort upon the Main September the 8th ; his ac- 
count of the manners of the inhabitants and what 
he faw obfervable in Germany is very pleafing; 
purfuing his travels he reached Rome, at leaft as 
early as November 19-29, 1660, from which city 
we have many letters written with peculiar accu- 
racy, relative to the court of that capital of the 
Catholics; and though his religious, as'Wellas 
political principles were univerfally knpvvn, he 
was received with great refped: and attention by 
the cardinals an princes ; and Irifhman of the 
name of White, and another of that nation, one 
Plunket, ftrove to make him odious, as having car- 
ried his fword againll the Roman Catholics in 
Ireland. 

It is wonderful to fee how much, how well, 
how varied, and with what eafe he writes, whilfl 
his mind was harrafled by the very critical litua* 
tion in which he flood. Sometimes, however, he 
breaks out into very paflionate ftrains relative to 
it, but then again purfues his eafy epiftolary avo- 
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itation&y defcribing the fcene that is paffing before 
him. 

It appears that he had received very great 
lofles ; probaibly all that he had obtained from the 
ufurpation went to their legal owners ; his other 
lands in great diforder^ his mother's legacy in his 
fevour withheld^ and in fine^ he was reduced ta 
Cbe greatell pecuniary dillrefa, fo that he was deC^ 
titute of all help at home, and expofed to all 
thofe troubles, inconveniences^ and mifchiefs into 
which thoie are, who have nothing to fubfift 
Upon ; in a place far from home, where no aiRf- 
taricc can poffibly be expe<fled, and where he wa» 
known to be of a quality which made all low 
and mean ways of living fliaipeful and deteftable* 
Thefe were part of the evils with which he found 
himfelf encompafled, and out of which he faw no 
liTue, nor could he make one ftep, that was not 
as likiely to prove his deftruAion as prefervatioa« 

Finding hisexpences too great for hispurfe» 
he went to Frafcati, near Rome ; which he did 
the rather becaufe that city was unhealthy, efpe-> 
cially where he had refided ; Frafcati was a raoft 
enchanting fpot, and there he gave himfelf up cn^ 
tirely to reading ; and though he every morning 
faw the fun rife, yet he never went out until fix or 
fevcn o'clock in the evening, but be could not 
judge how long this folitude would pleafe him, 
yet he could not but rejoice a little to find, that 
when he wandered as a vagabond through the 
world, forfaken of his friends, poor, and knowa 
only to be a broken limb of a (hip-wrecked fac-? 
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tion, that he received hum^nity.and civility front 
thofe, who were in the height of fortune and re-, 
putation; but he knew too that he was ift a 
ftrangc land, and that thefe kindneffes were tocy 
airy to feed or cloath him; 

He could not forget what had been, nor what 
was then prefent to him, but he did all he could 
toaccomplilh the former, and not to anticipate 
the evils that might be behind ; he fays, he even 
ftrove to hide his fenfibility in ftupidity ; and 
that he had artificially increafed it to a very great 
degree, but from which Lady Strangforth's ill- 
ufage had removed him; otherwife he fhould 
never have troubled himfelf to refledl how he 
ihould have bread for three months. 

This h^ faid to fhew his father into what ftate 
nature and fortune had brought one who re- 
ceived life from hirti ; yet he fubjoincd he had 
not HHich to complain of, unlefs in that*oae point, 
lefs to defire, and leaft of all to be pleafed with. 
In Rome he wrote with much pain, here, with the 
greateft eafe, having fo divided his. time that he 
was fe^ifible of lofing* an hour ; he ^hen tells his 
lordftiip that he thinks this a lawful excufe foi* 
writing to him, if it were otherwife he would 
wave all refpecfts to entertain him ; but that he 
had occafion to make fmall * apologizes to his 
other friends, their filenee commanding his. 

Such were the fentiments of this great man in 
an enthufiaftic moment of retirement, folitude, 
and fome degree of gloom ; but a mind aftive, 
energetic, reftlefs and ambitious would not long 
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remain in this idle hermetic ftate/ but like a bow 
.newly ftrung acquired a ten-fold power for its late 
.inactivity; from the feclufion of Frafcati he 
pierced the Alps, and fought his fellow republi- 
can exiles ; and with Ludlow, the chref of them, 
he confulted upon the fcafiblenefs of bending 
their arms againft monarchy, or uniting and ferv- 
ing in the field fome foreign potentate. 

Ludlow fpeaks of the conferences they had, 
though but faintly ; he mentions that the Eng- 
lifti government fought to have him aflaflinated ; 
but there is not the leaft proof of this, and it 
feems only the fuggeftion of a prejudiced mind. 

Wifhing to go through Germany to Montpel- 
I ier, he applied to his Moft Chriftian Majefty 
Lewis XIV. for permiflion, who was pleafed to 
•fend him a letter, giving him leave to go thither 
with his domeftics, notwithftanding the war be- 
tween the two crowns, dated from Vince'nnes Au- 
guft 3, 1663. 

Here however he could remain but a fliort 
time, for he was at Bruflels in the middle of De- 
cember in that year, and having there an offer to 
ferve the emperor in a military capacity, he tells 
his father, that if the propofition is real, he would 
undertake to tranfport a good ftrong body of the 
beft officers and foldiers of their old army both 
horfe and foot, though the obtaining of this 
would be a very confiderable* difadvantage to 
him, and fome of his friends ; he did not alk it 
as a favour, he knew neither they nor he fhould 
receive any thing upon that account. The firft 
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that ever he did afk, and the laft that ever he 
could alk, faid he, the afTurance of being per- * 
mittcd to live quietly for a few months at Penf- 
hurft not having been granted, he was like to 
make few requefts for the future. 

He thought government would be glad to get 
fuch men out of the kingdom, he therefore in- 
treated his father to fee Culpepper, who made the 
propofition to him, and know whether it was a 
thing proper for him to accept ; if it Ihould be 
granted, he faid, thofe he carried out would gain 
honour to the nation, whitherfocver they went, 
and either find fortunes for themfelves or graves, 
which was as good, and it would be very fuitablc 
to his intention, as he meant to fpend the next 
fummer as a volunteer in Hungary. 

He had his doubts that his lordfhip would be 
unwilling to propofe this, left it (hould make the 
king or his minifters believe that he was upon 
better terms with his old companions than his 
lordfhip would have him think. But he de* 
fired all fuch fcruples to be waved, for he had 
credit enough with them, for fuch a bufinefs as 
that, and if he were not thought at court to have 
far more than he had, they would not trouble 
themfelves with him fo mych as tney did. What- 
fover it was, he defircd to make li^fe of it, to carry 
him, and a good number of thoft in the feme 
condition, fo far from England, as thofe who 
hated might give over fufpeding them, requeft- 
ing that Lord Sunderland might have it laid be* 
fore him. 
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Siicii is the valuable information we receive 
from his letters^ and which I have copied, as far 
as poflible in his pwn words^ and here he appears 
in his native colours, to be feen without pre- 
judice, but in no point of view is he fo intereft- 
ing a fubjed of contemplation as in his retire- 
ment near Rome, in none does his difcriminating 
powers (hine fo much as whilfl in that city. 

The thread of his aged father's life being 
nearly fpun, he wilhed his grand-fon^ the Earl of 
Sunderland, the king's confidential fervant, tp 
permit this, his fon's return, and to obtain him a 
pardon^ and his majefty was prevailed upon in 
the year 1677 to grant both ; but it was a misfor- 
tune, and it had been better on all accounts that 
they had never been given. His rooted preju- 
dices againft the government made him unfit to 
be trufted, both for his own fake^ or for that of 
the fovereign. 

His father left him a legacy of 50001. and ano- 
ther of tool, thefe were inconfiderable to form 
an income, fuch as once he had enjoyed, and ilili 
more fuch as he had reafonably hoped to poflefs^ 
and government would not truft him with any 
place; they even in 1678 took every mean to 
prevent his obtaining a feat in parliament for 
Guildford. 

His fubfequent hiftory and misfortunes are 
known to all, he fell under the jealoufy of the 
couft, was tried by a packed jury and fentenced 
by an infamous judge; his deftruAidn, folong 
wifhed, was cfFefted, and it difgraced our jurif- 
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priideiice and injured the rtionarch, whafe fafety 
was thdught to be precarious whilft he lived. 
Though violent in his itenoper, he bore his mif- 
fortunes with a compibfure that would have done 
honour to the greateft charad:er of antiquity. 
He afked his nephew,. Lord Sunderland, to inter- 
cede for mercy, but it was denied him, and he 
died upon the fcaifold on Tower Hill Decem- 
ber 7, 1683, aged 61 ; and the next day was 
buried with his anceftors at Penfliurft in Kent. 
In making ayault a' few years ago his coffin was 
feen, and curiofity being excited, it was opened. 
Thebody was very perfed; and the ribt)on which 
had been tied round the head, and brought round 
the neck to faften it to the trunk flill remained, 
and contfnued to perform the ufe it was firft in- 
tended it fliould. 

- Sidney was a real friend to liberty, but miftaken 
in the means of procuring it ; it is extraordinary^ 
that any could be fo blinded by party as to pre- 
fer the government of the Engli(h common- 
wealth, to our juftly poifed conftitution, and 
cfpecially when it was evident that England never 
.groaned under fo fevcce a defpotifm as at this time. 
Cromwell is dcferving of the, greateft commen- 
dation in ovterthrowing a fyftem of peculation, 
n^rrownefs of mind, and perfecution ; their ihori 
tyranny was deftrudtive tp more families, caufed 
more real forrow, an(J more degrade^; the national 
charafter than the m{)ft arbitrai;y rpigns of our 
moft defpotic fovereigns. The naval fame of 
fomc galjant fpirits alope kept it froni . a con-. 
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tempt, that otherwife vtoiild have ' over^helmrd 
in Oliver' I'efcued the"' fciiigdom from'^ the^ un-' 
feeling gripe bf fdfilh miftrcants, andralfea^it-to' 
a meridian fplendour. • 'T. 

We more admire than wifti to copy, more ho- 
nour than love the charadlcr of this unfortunate 
gentleman; he was juft in his public employ- 
ments in refpeft to pecuniary circumftances, but 
iris evident that he would comply with the worft 
commands that his fovereign would have laid 
upon him; contrary to a folemn promife juft* 
given to a dying prince to fuccour the fatherlefs, 
and defend the caufe of the widow. In private 
life he was refpeded, but feldpm obtained the 
friendfhip of thofe whomheaflbciated with ; his 
abilities and the rank of his family however kept 
him in the fevcreft days of afflidtion from every 
approach to contempt ; though his conduft was 
regarded with peculiar difguft by maft of his 
countrymen, and by thofe foreigners with whom 
he rcfided. 

At the revolution his attainder was reverfed, 
and Henry, his younger brother, raifed to the 
peerage by the titles of Vifcount Sidney of Shep- 
py, and Earl of Romney, both in Kent ; he died 
loaded with the greateft employments civil and 
military, April 4, 1704, and, like his brother A1-. 
gernon, unmarried. 

Colonel Sidney wrote difcourfes upon govern- 
ment which were produced at his trial to criminate 
him ; they wercpublifhedat the revolution. Heleft 
alfo in manufcript, treatifes in Latin and Italian, 
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and an eflajr on virtuous love in Englifh. From 
whence we may be certain that in his days of re- 
tirement he improved himfelf in the Latin lan- 
guage. 
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Tbf Ufe of JAMES TEMPLE. Efq, 

Jambs T£Mi>i.B, Efq. Was a gentleman of Suffex, 
and of a branch of the ennobled family of that 
name; but who fhall identify a Temple at this 
time ? when Dr. Fuller affures us that Hefter, the 
widowed lady of Sir Thomas Temple, of Stow, 
Bart., faw feven hundred defcendants ; and affures 
us he bought the truth of .what he avers, by a 
wager he loft upon it. 

He obtained a feat in the long parliament ; and 
became a colonel ^n their army, and goyernor of 
Banbury Caftle, in Suffex. 

Having been appointed one of the commiflioneri 
in the pretended high court of jufticc, he fat Ja- 
nuary the 8th, 1 2th, 15th, aoth, 2 ad, 23rd, 27th, 
and 29th, in the Painted Ctember ; and every day 
in Weftminfter Hall 1 and figned the warrant for 
executing this attempted-to-be-legalized murder. 

After this ihocking crime, we fee nothing more 
of him until the reftoration, when he fartendered 
hintifelf, and was tried at the Seifions Houfe in the 
Old Bailey, Oaober 16, 1 660, and pleaded Not 
Guilty ; Imt afterwards faid, 

" Priibaer. At the laft time I pleadcdoto the 
" iiidiainent Not Guilty ». but I. fhall nawdcfire 
** to/eemyhftfid.j and if it be my hand, I muft 
" confefeall circumftances muft follow". (The 
warnyitB^ being flj^wfthitn,) « I do confefi it is 
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'^ my hand to both ; I never did confult conccrn- 
** ing the court. 

" Council. There are fome worfe than he ; but 
*' he is bad enough. 

" The jury finding him guilty, the clerk alked 
'^ him what he had to fay for himfcif, when he 
** replied, 

" P. My lord, I fay no more ; I beg the bc- 
" nefit of the proclamation.*' 

Sentence was then pronounced ; but he was 
fuffered to remain in^the Tower, where, it is fup^ 
pofed, he died. 

The Myftery of the Good Old Caufe fays, " he 
«* obtained the eftate of Sir Charles Shelly, by an 
*^ ordinance of the rump parliament, under an 
*^ idea of his being grand-child of a papift ; and 
*^ pofleffed it without any due account of it, prc- 
*' tending bis good fervice. And upon the in- 
** terruption of the rump, he took the King's 
** Bench ; and afterwards came out by the five- 
" pound ad.'' Of the truth of thefe particulars 
I cannot vouch. He appears to have been a very 
inconfidcrable pcrfon in himfelf, deriving^his con- 
fequcnce alone from his fortune and family con- 
nexions, and rtill more from the diftradions of 
the kingdom. 

The many Temples in the parliament army 
makes it impoflible to\diftingui(h the anions of 
each ; but, no doubt. Colonel Temple, fent into 
Suflcx in 1642 to raife forces for the parliament 
in cafe the king fhould bend his courfe that way, 
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was this regicide, who in 1646 had 500I. for his' 
arrears voted him; and in 1648 theeftate of Lord 
LoveJace was again ordered to be f^qucftered, if 
he refufed to pay 500I. to Colonel Temple as part 
of his arrears. 
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n^ Life efSir PETER TEMPLE, Knt. and Bart. 

Sir Peter Temple, Bart, was fon and heir of 
Sir Thomas Temple, of Stow, in Buckingham- 
fliirc, Bart, by Hcfter, daughter of Miles Sandys, 
of Latimer, in Bucks, £fq. and is the lady who 
had fo many defcendants. 

King Charles I. knighted him June 6, 1641 ; and 
he ferved for the town of Buckingham in the two 
laft parliaments of that fovereign, and went with 
his party all their lengths, both in the parliament 
and in the army j in which he was alfo a colonel, 
until the death of his majefty was refolved upon, 
when he wifely declined ferving any longer with 
them. 

He fell into great embarraflment in his fortune 1 
and an ordinance pafled relative to it, in confc- 
quence of the petitions he, his lady, and creditors, 
had prefented to the houfe, which had been re- 
ferred to a committee. 

Sir Peter was twice married ; his firft lady was 
Ann, daughter ^nd coheir of Sir Arthur Throg- 
morton, of Palefbery, in Northamptonlhire, Knt. 
by whom he had only two daughters ; Ann, mar- 
ried to Thomas Vifcount Baltinglafs ; and Martha, 
to Wefton, Earl of Londonderry. His fecond 
lady was Chriftian, daughter of Sir John Leve- 
fon, Knt. and coheir of her brother. Sir Richard 
Levefon, of Trentham, in StaiFordftiire, Knight 
of the Bath ; by whom he had Sir Richard Tern- 
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pic, his fucceflbr, anceftor of the Marquis of 
Buckingham ; Frances, and Hefter. 

One of thefc lady Temples Whitlock accufcs 
of being '^ a bufy woman, and a great politician 
" in her own opinion, who was made ufe of by 
'^ the Lord Say, to whom Ihe was allied, and by 
" the Lord Saviile, to carry on fome correfpon- 
" dence with the court at Oxford, to know whe- 
'* ther Mr. Hollis, afterwards Lord Hollis, and 
" Mr, Whitlock had any fccret communication 
" with the Duke of Richmond and the Earl of 
** Lindfey, or any others of the king's party, 
** which gave them fome trouble.*' 

The three brothers of Sir Peter were all warm 
parliamentarians. Colonel Sir John Temple, Knt^ 
was one of the commiflloners for Munfter, in Ire- 
land : Thomas Temple, L. L. D. was voted by an 
ordinance of parliament to be ^^ put into a par- 
"fonage:** and Miles, the youngeft, was in the. 
army, and much diftinguilhed himfclf. Thcal-' 
liances of this family alfo all leaned to the repub- 
lican intereft. 
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■ The Life of PETER TEMPLE, Efq. 

Peter Temple^ Efq. was a relation, probably 
a near one, of Sir Petei; Temple, Bart. Having 
an elder brother, he ferved an apprenticefliip to a 
linen draper in Friday Street, London ; but this 
brother dying, became into an eftate of four hun- 
dred pounds a year, in the bounty of Leicefter, 
near the town of that name ; and obtained a feat 
in the long parliament as one of its members V and 
joining with the other reprefentattve. Sir Arthur 
Hefelrigge, in all their extravagances, became 
a committee-man for that (hire, and had a dom- 
miflion in the army; but he rofc no higher than a 
captain of horfe* . '- 

He was put in amoftgft the king's judges ; and 
fo inveterate was he againft his. degraded fovereign, 
that he omitted only two days attendance skt hf*^ 
pretended trial, the 12th and 13th ; and he alfo 
figned the warrant for the completion of the tra- 
gedy. 

He was excepted out of the adl of indemnity ; 
and having furrcndered himfelf, was brought to 
his trial with his relative, Janies Temple, Efq. 

At his arraignment, he pleaded Not Guilty; 
but at his trial faid, 

" Prifoner. When I was here the laft time, I 
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^^ pleaded Not Guilty-— the reafon was, becaufe 
" there are divers things in the indidffnent that 
** my confcience tells me I am not guilty of :• for 
'* I had not a malicious or traitorous heart againft 
" the king. To fave your lordlhips* time, I will 
" confefs what I am guilty of: I was in the court, 
** fat there ; if I fee my hand, I fhall confefs it. 

" Council. Were you there when fentence was 
" given ? 

'* P. Yes, Sir. 

" Council. Shew him the warrants. 

(Which being fhewn him, he faid,) 

^* P. I acknowledge they are my hand, and 
'* refer it to your lordftiip/' 

Being convicted, and alked if he could give any 
reafon why fentence Ihould not pafs, he faid 

" P. My lord, I came in upon the proclamar 
*' tion, and I humbly beg the benefit of it.** 

Sentence then palTed upon him ; but no execu- 
tion followed, his life being given ; but he re- 
mained a prifoner until his death. 

The charafter given of this regicide is, that of 
an ignorant opinionative perfon, and who was en- 
tirely the tool of Cromwell. Happy would it 
have been, had his brother lived, and he had con- 
tinued to fell out the articles of his trade ; or 
when that event did happen, that he had gone 
down and cultivated a part of the family eftate, 
leaving the intricacies of politics to perfons every 
way better qualified. It is allowed that he was 
brave ; but he fcems to have been bulfy only to 
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his own injury, and rifked his life in the field only 
^fof the aggrandizement of others. 

I have fcen nothing of his marriage ; nor do I 
know whether he left any family. 
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rbe Life ef FRANCIS THORP, E/q. 

Francis Thorp, Efq. was a native of the Weft 
Riding of Yorklhire, and called to the bar ; but 
as very many of thofe of the Inns in court took 
up armsy he went to the parliament fide, and be^ 
came a colonel in their army : laying down the 
fword, he went again to his peaceable avocation* 

The junto expefted, as he had fought in their 
caufc, he would alfo aft in their high court of 
juilice: but this he utterly declined, though a 
ferjeant of the parliament's calling, in Oft* 1648. 
This raifed, not leffcned, his charafter with them; 
and after the wicked deed, he was placed by them 
upon the bench, being made a baron of the ex* 
chequer; in which capacity he alfo was employed 
by the proteftor Oliver, 

He had been receiver of Yorkfhire, which was 
very lucrative; and accufed of detaining 25,000!. 
Thefe patriots were true friends to home, facrifi- 
cin^ njoft devoutly to their houfehold gods. 
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The Life of ROBERT TICHBORNE, Efq. 

Robert Tichborne^ Efq. was^ it is fuppofed, 
defcended from thofc of Hamplhire, who were 
Lords Ferrards^ of Ireland^ and poifefled a baro- 
netage in England. 

He was a linen-draper in the city ; but forfaking 
his certain, but flow, means of advancing himfelf, 
he launched out into all the wildnefs of political 
'fubtilty ; and at length was lofl: in that labyrinth^ 
from which he could not extricate himfelf. 

In this new fituation he pafled through all the 
various fcenes the time prefented : he was a colonel 
in the parliament army, lieutenant, under General 
Fairfax, of the Tower ; and commanded the city 
of London as he pleafed. 

Young, headftrong, violent, and unequal to the 
taflc of difcrimination, he thought himfelf ho- 
noured^ rather than difgraccd, by being named 
one of the king's judges ; and after prefcnting a 
petition from the common council of London for 
the king's trial, he omitted no opportunity to 
fliew his devoir to thofe who led him on in his 
outrage to all that was juil and even decent ; and 
he was abfent only on the 12th and 13th days of 
January ; and he figned the warrant for his ma- 
jetty's public flaughter. 

Certainly his confequence as a leading man in 
the city^ after this Ibame to our annals^ was fo 
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very great, that he was appointed of the com^ 
mittee of Hate in 1655, knighted by the protedor 
Oliver, made one pf his lords ; and proving true 
to that intereft, wifhed for the refloration of 
Richard; yet he was named one of the council of 
ftate, and of fafety, for 1659 ; but the reftoration 
approaching^ he fell from his height in the city to 
a prifoner in the Tower ; at which time he was 
extremely unpopular, as one who had fat in that high 
court of juftice which had condemed Dr. Hewit, 

He was arraigned at the Seflions Houfe in the 
Old Bailey, Oft, 10, 1660; when he faid to the 
court, 

*' P. My lord, I have been a very clofe prifoner, 
'* without any advice : I am altogether unable i^ 
** law to fpeak. 

*' Court. You know the courfe hath been de- 
•• livered to you by others ; I will not trouble you 
** with it. It is neither long nor (hort ; the law 
** requires your anfwer — Guilty or Not Guilty ? 

" P. Spare me but one word. If upon the 
'* trial there ftiall appear to be matter of law, fliall 
** 1 have the liberty of council for it ? If I fhall 
** put in my own cafe to plead matter of law 
**^ againft thofe noble pcrfons who plead on the 
^ other part, I fhall but prejudice myfelf ; and, 
*' therefwe, I crave council. 

^< Court. You mutt plead guilty, or not guilty. 

** P. I have no reafon nor defign to difpleafe 
*' you. I am fure I am no ways able to plead 
•* with equalnefs, in point of law, with thefe 
•' noble gentlemen. To the matter of faft, this 

Vol. II. T 
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*^ is. my plea: in manner and form that I ftand 
•' indicfledy I im not guilty/' 

The ufual forms being gone through wlth^ he 
was brought up for trials Odbober the i6thi when 
addreffing the court, he faid^ 

'* P. My lord^ when I firft pleaded to the in- 
^' dicfVment, it was^ in manner and form« not 
'' guilty, as I ftodd indided. My lord, it was not 
'' then in my heart either to deny or juftifie any 
*' tittle of the matter of fad. My lord, the matter 
^' that I was led into by ignonuace my confcience 
" leads me to acknowledge ; but^ my lordj if 1 
*^ fhould have faid guilty, in manner and fotnaas 
'' I ftood indi(5bed, I was fearful I fliould have 
'* charged my own confcience, as then knowingly 
'^ or malicipufly to ad it. My lordp it wad my 
" unhappinefs to be called to fofad.a work# when 
*' I had fo few years over my head ; a pcrfon tici- 
*' thcr bred up in the laws, nor in parliaments 
•• where laws are made. I can fey with a cleinr 
'* confcience, I had no more enmity ih my heart 
** to his majcfty, than I had to my wift that lay 
" in my bofom. My lord, 1 fcall fay :Dpthi!ng : 
" after I was fuminoned, I think truly I was at- 
*' raoft of thev meetings ; -and J do not fay this th&L 
" I did not intend to fay it h^fotej; huJ:|>rtidr¥iing 
" that falvo to my o.Wn confcienci?,. tjil* I did not 
/' malicioufly and knowingly do if, I thiisik lam 
*5 bound in confcience to own iu As I 4o not 
*' deny but I was tfrere, :fo truty I do bc)li$ye I 
** did^figfl the inftrument ; and had I k^iomsi that 
'^ jthen which I do now, (I da not tmanjitiyilprd. 
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<* my mffliiftions and fufFerings ; it is not my fuf- 
'^ ferings make me acknowledge,) I would have 
" chofen a red hot oven to have gone into as foon 
" as. that meeting. I blefs God I do this neither 
** out of fear, nor hopes of favour; though the 
" pcnak-y that may attend this acknowledgment 
*' may be grievous, my lord, I do acknowledge 
•' the matter of faft, and do folemnly proteft I 
** was led into it for want of years • I do not 
** juftify either the aft or the perfonj I was fo 
** unhappy then as to be ignorant, and I hope 
^ ihall not now (fince I have more light) juftifjr 
<* that w*hich I w^s ignorant of ; I am fure my 
^' heart was without malice : if i had been only 
*• alked in matter of fad at firft, I (hould h^ve 
" faid the fame ; I have fcen a little. The great 
^^ God before whom wc all ftand hath fhciv;n Jiis 
/' tender mercy to perfons upon repentance : PauJ 
" tells us, though a blafphemer and aperfecutor ; 
*' of ^Ohrift, it being done igndrantly, upon repen- 
*^ tance he found mercy. My lord, mercy I have 
^ found, and I do not doubt mercy' I fliaH'^rid* 
" My lord, I came in upon, the proclamation ; 
*' and now I am here, I have in truth given your 
" lordfliip a clear and full account, whatever the 
*^ law (hall pronounce, becaufe I was ignorant. 
" Yet I hope there will be room found for that 
" mercy and grace that, I thinkj was intended by 
" the proclamation, and I hope by the parliament 
*' of England. I (hall fay no more; but in plead- 
*' ing of that, humbly beg that your lordlhips will 

T 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



276 THE LIFE or, &C. 

<^ be inflrumental to the king and parliament on 
*' that behalf. 

" Council. We fliall give no evidence againft * 
*^ the prifoner : he fays he did it ignorantly s and 
" I hope and do believe he is penitent; and as far 
" as the parliament thinks fit to fhew mercy, I 
'^ fliall be very glad/' 

The jury brought in their vcrdid. Guilty, 

The lord chief baron^ in his charge to the jury, 
faid, " that as for alderman Tichb'ourne, he hath 
'* fpoken very fully, and truly very confcientioufly 
*^ —upon the whole matter acknowledges his ig* 
'^ norance, his forrow, his convidion in point of 
'* confcience; and I befeech God Almighty to 
'^ incline his heart more and more to repentance. 
•' They that crucified Chrift (to ufe his own 
** words) through ignorance, found mercy." 

His penitence, real or pretended, faved him 
from being one of thofe feleded for more public 
examples; which, perhaps, he ran fome rifle of 
by having at firft withdrawn from the ferjeant at 
arms, though afterwards he went and again fur- 
rendered himfelf. ♦ 
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The Life of MATTHEW TOMLINSON, Efq. 

Matthew Tomlinson, Efq. was of a very an- 
cient family in Yorkfhirc, who engaging in the 
parliament quarrel, rofe to a confiderable figure 
in their army. He obtained the rank of colonel 
of horfe : in that fituation he frequently (hewed 
himfclf a bold and refolute officer; and in every 
refpcft he evinced how much he difliked both the 
fovereign and monarchy. 

The parliament, when garbled, named him one 
of the king's judges ; and he attended the twenty- 
fecond and twcnty-feventh days of January in 
Weftminiler Hall i and in the Painted Chamber 
the latter of thofe days ; and he figned the war^ 
rant for the execution of this ill-fated monarch; 
and^ what added much to his turpitude, he guarded 
the devoted fovereign during his trials and until 
led forth to execution. 

He fervcd in Scotland in 1651, was bf the 
council of ftate in 1653, and during the protec- 
torates, was with difficulty that he was kept to aA 
with the Cromwells ; but at length fubmitting to 
what he never approved, he was in one of Oliver's 
parliaments; fent to Ireland; knighted by Henry 
Cromwell^ lord deputy, who heartily dcfpifcd 
him ; made one of Oliver's peers ; and upon the 
return of the long parliament, after Richard's ab- 
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dication^ made a commiflioner of Ireland ; but to 
get him out of that kingdom, to prepare the 
people for the reftoration of the king, he was ac- 
cufed of high treafon. 

But he who ought to have been one of the firft 
facrifices to the manes of the late king, through 
the intereft of a noble lord,^ obtained his patdon^^ 
under a pretence that the royal fufferer had re- 
ceived a more gentle ufage under him than the 
preceding goaler, though it was well known to be 
otherwife ; for every poflible indignity was (hewn 
to him whilft in his hands ; but he purchafed life 
dearer than a man of honour would have done^ 
being obliged to bear teftimony againft his fellow 
regicides at their trials. 

No man perhaps felt his humiliation more; 
none deferred commifferation lefs. 

He was fuffered to die in an obfcure contempt, 
but when and where I have not feen ; but pro- 
bably in Yorkftiire. 

In a note of a memoir I had the honour of pre- 
fcnting to the Society of Antiquaries, it appears 
that he had the ribband and, it is thought, medal 
of the order of- the garter the king wore when 
he was put to death. The former was given by 
him to his lifter, who became the wife of judge 
'i'wifden ; and is now preferved by that family *. 



* Another of Colonel Tonolinfon's brothers-in-law wai Mr* 
Thomas Carnaby, quarter mafter to Captain Strange^ay: in 1657 
General Monk recommended him to the protestor Oliver. 
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This gentleman was a moft confirmed repub- 
licaiij which was his firft principle, and upon that 
(lock he engrafted avarice and power^ and they 
brought forth to him a very plentiful harvclV. 
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The Life of JOHN TRENCHARD, Efq. 



John Trenchard, Efq. was defcended of a 
very ancient and knightly family in Dorfetfbirc, 
of which he was appointed a committee-man^ and 
a member of parliament for the borough of Ware* 
ham, in that county, in the two laft parliaments 
of King Charles I. 

He joined the parliament ; I think was in the 
army, and he certainly was appointed by them 
governor of Wareham. The parliamentary mi- 
nions put him in the commiflion to try his royal 
mafter ; but this he entirely avoided^ and thereby 
faved himfelf and his eftatcs. 

This gentleman had a family, and from his 
public fituation was enabled to^ provide for them. 
He married one of his daughters to W. Bingham, 
Efq. the other to John Sydenham, Efq. for whom 
he procured colonels* commiilions of both horfe 
and foot, feats in the parliament ; the former to be 
appointed governor of Pool, with a grant of loool. 
the other, governor of Weymouth, of Melcomb 
Regis, and commander in chief of Dorfetfliire i 
and whorofe to be one of Oliver's lords, &c., 
&c. 

Few families were more generally^ or more 
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dcfcrvcdly, difliked than that of Trenchard's, 
from their very fcandalous and mean pecula- 
tions and plunderings, their knavery and pcr- 
fidioufnefs. 

He, in conjunftion with Richard Rofc, Efq, 
obtained the property of the loyalifts; by this 
ftratagem they went and hired lodings for malig- 
nants, as they termed them, at high rates, and 
obtained fuch as had very coftly furniture, which 
were deemed fafe, bccaufe they were members of 
parliament; and then feizing the property, fc- 
cured it for themfclves, as belonging to fuch ob- 
noxious profcribed charaAers. In this way they 
got Mr. Bailey's,, who had been glazier to his 
majefty; but he, with a prudent perfevcrance, 
taking advantage oY their difagreement in fharing 
their plunder which belonged to him, recovered 
it. 

His brother, Thomas Trenchard, of Wolvcton, 
Efq. member for Bridport, was, if poflible, more 
infamous ; for marrying his daughter to a gentle- 
man who lay under the dreadful ftigma of being 
a delinquent, he gave him fecurity for the pay- 
ment of twelve hundred pounds, as her marriage 
portion, befides promifing to befriend him in 
parliament : but inftcad of this, he procures his 
fon-in-law*s eftate to be fequcftered, difcovers 
the ,debt, and obtains it himfelf for his fidelity 
to the ftate. Such was the honour of men, who 
could not fpeak, upon the mofl triyial occafions^ 
without ufing the name of God^ nor fet about 
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aAy wickednefs without afking his fatherly pro- 
tedion, fuppoirt, and afliftance; and flattered their 
depriaved hearts that they were ftill of the H0I7 
Spirit! 
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The Life of JOHN VENN, Efq. 

John Venn, Efq. >yas a filk-man in London^ 
but whofe bufincfs was fuppofed Hot to be good, 
which, making him difcontentcd, he went into 
the army, and rofe to the rank of colonel, was 
appointed governor of Windfor Caftlc, had the 
fum of 4000L granted him for fuppofed loiTes^ 
which probably he never had experienced. 

He was appointed one of his fovereign's judges, 
and took a moft decifive part againil the fallen 
monarch, omitting only January the 19th, and 
24th, from fitting upon his mock trial, and ht 
figned the infamous inftrument to finifh the wick- 
ednefs. 

His government of Windfor had given him 
great confequence, as well from the ftrength of 
the place, as it being the fanduary of blafphemoui 
hypocrify, where all the worft of a vile fac- 
tion met to deliberate upon their adlions, and to 
pray for the completion of their diabolical fchemes^ 
This fituation too afforded him opportunities of 
plundering the neighbourhood, and embezzling 
the royal furniture, fuch as hangings, linen, and 
bedding. 

The fuperiors in the army put him upon fuch 
fcrvices* that would have difgufted more honour- 
able perfons, difpatching him with the prefled 
men, for this was not illegal in the land fervicc 
with thcfe defenders of liberty; but his conduA 
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was (6 imperious to thefe unhappy people, that 
they revolted at Farnham, in their way to General 
Fairfax, but were foon fuppreffed. 

Soon after the king's violent death, he fell into 
great negledt, living privately upon the plunder 
he had obtained. 

The parliament at the reftoration would have 
included him in the utmoft penalties of the laws 
agiinft traitors, but juft at the moment, it was 
given out by his family that he died 5 many 
thought from the fuddennefs of his exit, that he 
had deftroyed himfelf ; if not, it is mod probable 
that he fecreted himfelf fo artfully, that he efcapcd 
the vigilance of thofe who would gladly have had 
him made a public example. His name, how- 
ever, is in the exceptive claufe, fo that govern- 
ment feized his property. 
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The Uft of Sir HARDRESS WALLER, Knt, 

Sir Hardress Waller^ Knt. was Ton and 
heir of George Waller, of Groombridgc, in 
Kent, Efq. by Mary, daughter of Richard Har* 
drefs, Efq. 

He had long been a confidential fervant of the 
crown in Ireland, and had been employed againft 
the rebels in that kingdom. Upon his return to 
England^ he declared in favour of the parliament^ 
and drew his fword in their quarrel; he diftin* 
guiihed himfelf fo much^ that he rofe from a colo- 
nel to be a majorrgeneral. He had great influence 
in Kent^ of which he was a committee man. 

His valour was confpicuous at Bating Houfe, 
where he was wounded ; and here the parliamentary 
army exercifed great cruelties, as their own parti- 
zans own; in the year 1645, ^^ ^^^ ^^^ appear- 
ing in General. Fairfax's army, and always with 
diftinguiihed reputation. 

So eminent had his fervices been, and fuch re- 
liance was placed in him in the beginning of the year 
1646, that he was fent with Lieutenant-general 
Cromwell to London to advife with the parlia- 
ment. 

A vote palTed the houfe of commons in January 
1646-7, to give him the fum of 2000I. as part of 
his arrears. He was appointed one of the com- 
mtlfioners of the army in the month of July fol- 
lowing to treat with thofe of the parliament ; for. 
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at that time, thofc who had been raifed and paid 
by the latter, in their turn began to look upon 
themfelves as their equals, and (bon after as their 
fupcriors, a circumftance extremely natural, fot 
one kind of ufurpation always begets another ; th« 
parliament had alTumed the executive govern- 
ment, becaufe they found themfelves ftrongcr than 
the king, and the army finding itfe^f more pow- 
erful than either, became the tyrants of both. 

He, with Colonel Whalley, was deputed to pre- 
fent the Hate of the army as drawn up by the gene-- 
ral 2xai council of officers, and defired that it might 
be read ia the parliament; this was ^arly in De-» 
cemfaer; it Contained a defence, and demanding 
fkcfa pay and fuch regulations, as they thought 
proper to a&, which was only another word to 
infift upon what they wanted. 

As if this was not fufficient, he came again with 
another addrefs, attended with feveral other colo*. 
nels, with x>ther officers of quality, to the parlia-. 
ment, in January 1647.8, to declare that the rights 
and. liberties of the nation had beesnfo much vio^ 
laced by the king, that tbey ^yere refolved to ftand 
by :the parliament, and thought that all farther' 
addrcffes to bis majefty were ufelefs, and'wiihed' 
forfcctlingiand fecurLng the parliament and king^ 
dom without " the king, and againft him, or' any 
*• other, rfiatffbottld^cer wards partake with him.'* 
The iment of this was to (hew che king the 4efpe-* 
rate iituatlGmi of hisx)iKn a^lFairs, and ^to (^Wtr him« 
fcif impHckly to them, as Ireton fatd to his ma- 
jelly, '^ Sir, yon have an intention to be arbii;Fat<or 
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<^ between tbe p^liamcnt and w, and itne mean cd 
*• be fo between you and the parliament.*' So 
ftiudi wai ihe change of the army's icflaimonts 
fmm what they at iirft fet forth. 

In the following March^ i^hiljA at the head iof a 
divifioii of the siripy, which was fcrving ia the 
weft« fee publiiheda declaration^ to gain the good 
^aton of the people, and obtain a maintenance 
for the lutnyj ietting ibrth to the counties of 
Devon und Cornwallthe honour and jiAftioe f&£ 
the pa^liamett and their general in diftribtttiog 
the army So, m to fave the people, kndi:ecp tbtm 
ftaom living at free quarters, and there£are hoped 
they would pay the afTefiments, ordered by par- 
liament, (or their maintenance. 

When in a fi£$>arate cbiscrniand in this part of 
£ng)and^ he won great reputaltion, obtainiag the 
vi<5l<pry at Bow, in Devonihifie, in January 164^5, 
and Exmouth Fort, March i6« i645r6; for his fer-.- 
Vices^ in IVCarch i'64$« the .parliament appoiioted 
liiipi gpA^ernOr of Penden^^ Caftle in Cornwall 

Thp pjai-liament, in June, ordered him to per« 
ifnit no new Ibrjces* to. be raifed in Devon and Corn* 
Wfilip but «o makeju^ of the trained bands them^ 
The following month the parjiamcnt vtited.thftt 
the general (hould sacali his ofdfrs f<xr his leaving 
the. w#,vas itwM ^t fafe, a^d thftt his brigade 
4hftJ»Jdfee|)^idt.' • ' . / 

. W4v^$ f>e w^^s employed in thii fervice, he wafi 
jj^^r.lpAn^ his.govn^ran^cnc 6f Pei>dennis, by a 
fch?fn€. t0 delivcjr it >up -t^ fihe rking, but it was 
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difcovered time enough to prevent its taking 

He came up to the army^ and was in all their 
deliberations relative to publicly deftroying the 
monarch, having perceived that the parliament 
aUrmed at their hew mailers^ would have been 
happy to pur themfelves again under their old one, 
judging it more prudent to have one governor 
than a multifarious army: the latter might help 
themfelves, the former mufl»aik for his fubfif* 
tence. He demeaned himfelf with perfonally 
going to feize'thefturdy Prynne, the champion of 
•* a free parliament, with a free king at the head 
"of it/* 

He having been named, in what he had fo much 
contributed to plan, the high court of jufticc, very 
conftantly attended to keep all the minor inftru- 
ments true to the army, and encourage them with 
his prefence ; he was never abfent during the whole 
bufinefs, except January the 24th, and he a<fled 
feemingly with the fame eafe in adjudging his 
fovereign, whofe perfonwas inviolable, as he would 
at a court martial held upon the meaneft foldier 
in his army, and doomed him to flaughter with as 
little compundlion. It is almoft needlefs to fay, 
that he figned and fealed the fatal warrant* 

The par|iaipent then fent him into Ireland,, 
whither he before had been; here vidory^ attended 
his ilandard, and he was an eminent and dreadful 
inftrument in punifhing a finful people; their 
crimes had been enormous, and fo were their 
chaftifements; it is painful to read of the devafta* 
2 
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tion of the poor deluded, infatuated Roman Ca- 
tholics, or, as they were often called, the Tories. 

He complied with the change in the govern- 
ment in favour of Oliver, and was greatly pro- 
moted by him as well as trufted, and he obtained 
in Ireland a very fine eftate, out of that land from 
whence he had difpoffefled the original inhabi- 
tants* In the beginning of April 1 656 the coun- 
cil in Ireland prefenfed a petition from him to his 
highnefs; and Henry Cromwell, major-general 
of the army in that kingdom, writes in confe- 
queneeof it "to Secretary Thurloe, that bethought 
he had fut^tnum jus in the fetting out of his land, 
and faid, ** if you pleafe to put in a good word 
** for him to his highnefs, you will both oblige 
" him and rne ;'* in the next, packet the fecre- 
tary tells him '* I fhall with all my heart ferve 
" Sir Hardrefs Waller in his bufinefs/' 

Henry, then become lord deputy himfelf, 
February 13, 1657-8, fpeaks highly of him to the 
protestor, that he had long flood at a ftay as to 
any kind of preferment ; and even the grant of 
lands which was long fince given him, as acom- 
penfation for his arrears, though it* had been in- 
tended for an advantage, proved otherwife, which 
had thrown him into fome melancholy, becaufe 
he had received no preferment in the feveral 
changes which had lately happened, ^' although," 
continues he, " (confidering the humelrfome 
** temper of men at this time,) he had fome rca- 
** fon to refent his condition, yet I have obferved 
*' him to bear your highnefls' plcafurc fo evenly. 

Vol. II. U ' 
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'* that I am more moved with that his quiet anxi 
" decent carriage, than I could by any clamqror 
** importunity to give him this fpeciai recoro* 
'' mendatioato your highnefs.*' 

We here fee how much he was befriended by 
the protedor's younger fon Henry; yet, when 
Richard, the fucceffor of Oliver, was ruined in 
England, alid the commiflioners of Ireland were 
defirous of gaining the caftleof Dublin, poffefled 
by Henry, did they employ him, to ejedl his 
friend by violence from it, and he finding, fays 
Ludlow, the intereft of his benefaclor decline, 
and that of the parliament incrcafe, very willingly 
attempted it, by entering by a poftern into the 
caftle ; but he was faved the blujth of capturing 
Henry by his readinefs in refigning it. 

He had remained governor of Dublin Caftle 
but a very little time, before another change hap- 
pened, the l6yal party fucceeded the republican, 
as that had the protedtorial, and by this^ he was not 
only deprived of his government, butalfo of his 
regiment ^ the former was efFecSted by the fame 
mean he had ufed againft Henry Cromwell, the 
lord-lieutenant, but with better fuccefs, for thofe 
who werp won by Sir Charles Coote in the gar- 
rifon to deliver it up, gave their commancier into 
his hands. 

In a little time however, through the interceflion 
of his relation. Sir William Waller, he obtained 
permiflion to go over to Englahd, when prefent- 
ing himfelf before the council of ftate, which 
had power of imprifoning or enlarging whomfo- 
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ever they pleafed, they accepted an engagement 
from him, to appear upon fummpns, and he was 
difcharged from confinement. 

Alarmed at his fituatibn, and unknowing where 
to fhelter himfclf, when he faw that the judges of 
the late king were profcribed by the parliament, 
he withdrew into France ; but irrefolute, and 
fearing the certain lofs of all his great eftates, and 
perhaps his perfon being delivered up, he return- 
ed, and furrend^red himfelf ; but finding that all 
concerned in that wicked adt would be proceeded 
againft to the greateft extremity, he and Alder- 
man Titchborne withdrew from the ferjeant at 
arms ; but, after duly weighing the critical flate 
of their affairs, they both came in, and furrender- 
ing themfelves again, were fent to the Tower. 

He was arraigned at the Seflions Houfe in the 
Old Bailey, Oftober lo, 1660; when, inftead of 
direftly anfweripg guilty or not guilty, he faid, 

*' Prifoner. My lords, I dare not fay not 
'' guilty; but fince that in a bufinefs of this na- 
'* ture we have no council or advice, and being 
*' not able to fpeak to matter of law — ' 

** Lord Chief Baron. I am loath to interrupt 
" you ; but this is the courfe ; you have heard, 
** the indidment read, and the^ courfe is, you 
*• muft plead guilty or not guilty. There is no 
'^ medium. Guilty or not guilty. It is that 
•* which is the law, and the cafe of all men. Arc 
'* you guilty or not guilty ?*• 

*' P. I may confefs myfelf guilty of fome 
" particulars in the indidment, but not of all -, 

U 2 
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" for fo inftead of difcharging, I Ihall wound my 
*' confcicnce." 

** Clerk. Arc you guilty or not guilty?'* 
*' P. If I might' have that liberty to — 
*' Court, You have that liberty that any fub- ' 
" jed of the nation can have or can challenge. 
'* No man ftanding at the bar in that condition 
*' you are, muft make any other anfwer to the 
" indidlment than guilty or not guilty ; it's the 
" common cafe of all men. Your confeflion 
'* -muft be plain and diredl, cither guilty or not- 
*' guilty." 

'* P. My lord, I do defire fome time to con- 
'* lider of it, for it is a great furprizal.** 

'* Court. You have had time enough to con- 
'* lider of it; you muft follow the diredions of 
'' the court, guilty or not guilty ? you muft not 
•* thus difcourfe of being furprized ; for thefe 
" difcourfes are contrary to all proceedings of 
'* this nature.'* 

" Clerk. How fay you. Sir Hardrefs Waller ? 
*' are you guilty or not guilty ?" 
" P. I dare not fay not guilty/' 
" Clerk. Will you confcft then ?" 
** P. I would be glad to be underftood. 
*' Court. Your pica muft be direct. Guilty or 
*' not guilty." * 

" P. Shall I be heard, my lord ?" 

*' Court. Yes, upon your trial. There arc 

'* but two ways ; plead not guilty, or confcfs it. 

" Sir Hardrefs Waller, we would not have you to 

" be deceived. If you confcfs. and fay you are 
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*' guilty, there is nothing then but judgment ; 
** if you fay not guilty, then you Ihall be heard 
*' with your evidence. Confider with yourfelf. 
*• Pleid not guilty, or coi^fefs and fay you are 
*• guilty/' 

" P. My lord, it puts vAe upon a great con- 
" teft with myfelf, I (haH be very free to open 
*' my heart 

^^ Court. Sir, you muft plead guilty or not 
*^ guilty/' 

'' P. My lord, my condition differs from 
*' others. I am a ftranger, 1 have been thirty 
*' years tranfplanted in Ireland, which has made 
*' me unacquainted with the affairs of the law 
•' here/' 

*^ Court. You muft keep the courfc of the 
*' law, cither guilty or not guilty. There is but 
** one of thefe two pleas to be made." 

*' P. I dare not fay not guilty." 

** Court. There are but three things to be 
** (Tonfidered, either you muft fay guilty, which 
•^ is confeffion, and then there remains no more 
•' but judgment ; or, not guilty, and then you 
** fliall be heard ; or judgment willpafs for your 
** ftandijig mute, which is all one as if you con- 
*' feffed." 

** P. Inafmuch as I have faid I dare not fay 
*' not guilty, I muft fay guilty." 

** Clerk. You fay you arc guilty ? you confefs 
*^ the indiftment ?" 

« P. Yes." 

After the arraignment of Major-general Haf- 
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rifon and Mr. Hcveningham, Sir Hardrefs pre- 
fcnted his petition to the court, direfted to the 
king's majefty and the parliament, which was re- 
ceived, but not read at that court; and then he, 
and the two other regicide prifoners were dif- 
miffed, until they Ihould be brought up for trial. 
On the 1 6th of the fame month he was again fet 
at the bar, and the clerk faid, *' Hardrefs Waller, 
" hold up thy hand, thou haft been indifted and 
*' found guilty of high treafon, what canft thou 
^' fay, why judgment fliould not pafs on thee to 
*' die according to law ?'* 

'* P. My lords, I am now, it feems, convicfled 
•* bylaw, and fo adjudged.. Your Idrdftiips the 
^' other day, on my defire, told me I might have 
** liberty tofpeak up6n my trial, I muft now beg 
" the like upona condemned pcrfon." 

" Lord Chief Baron. You are convicfted, not 
" condemned.** 

'* P. My lords, I was the firft that pleaded 
*' guilty ; I blefs God that he gave me a heart to 
*' do it, I find moft peace in doing it, and fince 
*' there is nothing left but hopes of mercy, I 
*' humbly fubmit it to your lordftiips to Jiear me 
*• in this fad condition, that, that may make me 
*^ fecm more capable of mercy. I have, my 
*' lords^ been fo unhappy to have been tranf- 
*' planted out of my country thefe thirty years ; 
" I have been but once thefe eleven years in 
*' England, this muft needs make me aftranger.** 

*' Lord -Chief Baron. I muft not hinder you 
" becaufe it is for mercy that you plead, but cppi- 
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" fider with yourfclf whether it will not bebet- 
" tcr to give, in a petition ; I leave it to you ; we 
•• can do nothing in point of mercy, but judg- 
*' mem/' 

*^ P. Only this, nay lord, whether I am not 
•' the more capable of your mercy ?" 

*' Lord Chief Baron. That you may under- 
^* ftand it, the ac9: of indemnity of parliament 
** hath excepted you; yet upon feme qualifica- 
" tions we are to proceed according to law, that 
^' is, to go to convidioh and judgment. The 
** adl fays, that after judgment there lliall be no 
•' execution, but it (hall be fufpendcd till a far- 
*' ther ad of parliament to be pafled for that 
*' purpofe, fo that in the mean time we are to pro- 
*' ceed no further than judgment. That which 
•* concerns mercy is referred to another place. 
*• If you pleafe to fay any thing to fatisfy us, or 
*' to go by way of petition, it may be left to you, 
•* but what you fay for mercy is nothing to us." 

" P. I humbly thank your lordfhips for this 
'' clear and noble dealing, and withal, I would 
*^ beg, that thefe people that are witnefles of my 
*' (hamc and guilt, may know that it was a force 
** and temptation upon me ; I fhall not infift 
*^ much, I have faid that I did plead guilty, 
** which was mod fafe to my own^ confcience ; 

yet I flibuld make it appear that I did appear 

more to prefer ve the king upon trial, ?;nd fen- 

tence than any other.'* 

*' Lord Finch. Sir Hardrefs Waller, I have 

heard of late of your forrow, which I was gkd 
U,4 
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" ta hear of, bccdufe you are my kinfmah/ both 
*' by your father and mother's fide; and alfo my 
** f ountryman ; I was glad to hear of your great 
*' penitence of that horrid crime, and! would 
** have been glad to have feen it now ; advifc 
*' w'ith yourfelf, whether you do yourfelf any 
*' good in fpeaking to extenuate, when you know 
** there is no man againft whom there are fuch 
'^ circumflances of aggravation as againft you ; 
** confider whether a public penitence would not 
" be mpre proper.*' 

** P. I befeech you report me both to his 
** majefty and parliament, and receive me into 
*' your grace, as being penitent, truly penitent: 
*' to fay fp now were a fmall thing, for the fear 
*'.of thepunilhment may procure it ; but I have 
*' been more penitent when no eye hath ken me 
** but God, when I never imagined to be quef- 
" tioned for this fin, then my heart hath yearned 
*' in the bufinefs ; but I fhall not trouble your 
*^ lord (hips ; God holds forth mercy, his majefty 
*' holds forth mercy, the parliament holds forth 
** mercy. My lords, let me fay fomething to 
/' you (though it be but a word,) of the vio- 
*' lence and force of temptations ; you may have 
*^ been under it ; Chrift himfelf was under it ; 
*' we find that faithful Abraham by the power of 
'* temptation, delivered up his wife to commit 
'■' .adultery, which fcarce a heathen would ; wc 
** find that valiant Peter denied his matter ; 
** righteous Lot committed inceft. None ab- 
" hors this facl more than I do ; I have done it io 
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** long beforehand, I need not be afraid to fpeak 
*^ it in the face of the judge of all men; that is 
" all I fhall fay. I rendered myfelf three time ; 
** I had as much opportunity to make my efcape 
" asanyperfon whatfocver.'* 

" Lord Chief Baron. It is underftood, Sir 
«' Hardrefs/' 

Judgment was pronounced. againft him, and he 
was fent back again to the Tower, where prpba- 
bly he died, but when, I have not learnt. 

Mr. Ludlow fays, '^ he was known to be a man 
^* that would fay any thing to fave his life, and 
"was prepared to that purpofe;" but this gen- 
tleman when he fpeaks of his fellow regicides, 
is not intirely to be credited, and ftill lefs when 
he fpeaks of their trials ; if they Ihew any 
compunc9:ion for the crime in which he gloried, 
they are treated with great feverity by him ; that 
he well knew Sir Hardrefs both in perfon and 
mind is not to be doubted ; but the faft of his 
being prepared to confefs his crime, by no means 
appears, but feems abfolutely untrue • otherwife, 
he would from the firft have done it, would not 
have wanted Lord Finch, his relation, to have re- 
minded him what wasbeft in his fituation tqdo. 

That he was a VQry deceitful, bafe character, is 
undoubted ; he had been untrue and treacherous 
to every party ; and had there been ten times as 
many, and they each had become uppermoft, he 
would have declared for them. Nothing could 
be more prepofterous, nor more vile than his 
telling his judges, that he had more than any 
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Other ftrove to prevent fentence and execution 
againft his wretchedly degraded mailer, whom 
gratitude ought to have bound him to, when 
it is known to all, that he was one of the five 
commiflioners who were appointed to confider of 
the time and place of his majefty'-s public 
murder. 

As to his excufe in being out of the kingdom 
of England for fo long a time, and only once re^ 
turned into it for eleven years ; it was a moft idle 
and foolifh prefumption to think it would one 
moment be attended to. Not to fay that he had 
forgotten that he had been twice here within that 
time ; did it fignify in what part of the Britilh 
dominions he was? the laws of ufurpers were not 
the laws of the conftitution ; they remained the 
fame as when he left England ; and by what law 
was the murder of his fovereign fandiioned ? If 
thofe who infamoufly united with him in making 
this facrifice for their own aggrandizement, can 
be pleaded as making it lawful, in the fame man- 
ner can a gang of pickpockets and cutthroats 
legalize all their enormities by the laws they vote 
amongft themfelves. 

His bringing in the examples of patriarchs 
and faints having been overcome by temptations, 
would make one believe that he had ftrovc 
throughout his life to apologize for his tergiver- 
lations, treacheries, and vile adlions of various 
kinds, by fatisfying his mind that he only copied 
thegreateft names in committing fuch fins that 
facred hiftory tells us many holy men had been 
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betrayed into ; not confidering that fin was a dif- 
grace to every charader, and that had thcfe men 
continued in their vices they would have been re- 
membered with deteftation, but that they were 
awakened to a fcnfe of ihame and religious forrow 
for their tranfgrefllonsj and had in confequence of 
it, behaved with redoubled piety and prudence in 
future. 

As to his fecret Tepentencc, it is doubtful, he 
might fometimes have been alarmed by the calls 
of confcience and the fear of punilhment ; but 
repentance cannot be genuine, cannot be effica- 
cious, unlets the finner drives to make a repara- 
tion for the injuries individuals or fociety at large 
have fuftaincd. Did he attempt to ferve the fon 
of that fovereign he had bafely murdered ? did he 
attempt to reftore peace to that country, which 
he had afTifted to deluge in blood ? or attempt to 
re-eftablifti that religion and thofe laws he had 
fuccefsfully overturned ? 

Upon the whole confideration of this knight's 
hiftory, it may be allowed with great juftice that 
there were few better or more fortunate com- 
manders in an age of arms than he was, nor few 
more infamoufly deceitful or treacherous men, 
in a period when human nature was more dif- 
graced by thofe paffions than at any other, during 
ajong fucceffionof ages. 

Sir Hardrcfs married Elizabeth, fecond daugh- 
ter, and coheirefs of Sir John Dowdall, and 
by this lady had a* family. Bridget, one of his 
daughters, was Aiarried to Henry Cadogan, Efq. 
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counfellor at law, father, by her, of William, 
Earl of Cadogan ; this marriage was in confe- 
quence of William Cadogan, T^q. Henry's father, 
being a military man in Ireland, ading with Bir 
Hardrefs. Mary, another of the daughters, mar- 
ried John Brookes, Efq. of York, created by 
King Charity 11. June 13, 1676, a baronet. 
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"The Life of ROBERT WALLOP/ E/q. 

Robert Wailop, Efq. was defcended of a 
very ancient, rich, and knightly family, whofc 
chief feat then was Farley-Wallop, in the county 
of Southampton ; he was only fon of Sir Henry 
Wallop, Knt. by Elizabeth, daughter and folc 
heir of Robert Corbet, of Morton Corbet, in 
Shropftiire, Efq, 

He was born July 20, 1601, iand fucceeding to 
his father's cftate, acquired all that eminent con- 
fequence which his anceftors had poffeffed in the 
county, where they principally refided. He was 
returned one of the members to reprefent the bo- 
rough of Andoyer, in the parliament called by 
King James L in the twenty-firft year of his 
reign; and knight of the fhire in the two firft 
parliaments which met in the firft year of the reign 
of King Charles L ; and during the remainder of 
that reign he was conftantly elcdtcd for Andover. 

His prejudices againft King Charles appeared 
before his going into the long parliament, by his 
refufing to contribute towards carrying on a war, 
in which it is evident the Scotch were the ag- 
greflbrs. Yet his majefty, though he had gone to 
fome lengths againft him, had that confidence in 
his honour, that he faid to the parliament he 
fhould be willing to put the militia into his hands, 
\vith many noblemen, and others, upon fu^h terms 
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as his commiflioners at Uxbridgc had agreed 
upon ; yet this was rejedled, though he, Crom- 
well, and fomc others in the end proved the moft 
determined enemies his majefty had. This was in 
1645, and at that time things had not become fo 
criminal, even in imagination, except by a very 
few, as they afterwards did. 

Conftantly joining in all the fubfequent vdtes 
againft the king, he was named by the army junto 
one of the pretended judges, and he complied fo 
much with their defires, as to fit in the Painted 
Chamber January the 15th and 22d, and in Weft- 
minfter Hall the fame day and the following; but 
he did not fign the warrant, as a clofe to the 
wicked fadt. 

This gentleman, whofe family had for fuch , 
a fucceffion of ages been loyal fubjed:s, con- 
fidential fervants to their fovereigns, and had 
been fo greatly enriched by them, was fo en- 
tirely eftranged from his duty, from a proper re- 
gard for the laws and conftitution of his country, 
that no man, more violently went into the fchemc 
of fubftituting a republic in the room^ of that 
monarchy, to which he was beholden for all 
thofe great advantages which he poflefled. 

The commonwealth elected him one of the 
council of (late in 1649 and 1650 ; he was fo con- 
fiftent, that he fubmitted to Cromwell's govern- 
ment with very great reludance, always (hewing 
his determined preference to a republic, and he 
willingly aififted in the ruin of the Cromwellian 
jintereft, to rcftorc. that which he fo much pre- 
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ferrcd, as a proof of his fentiments and courage, 
I fhall give an anecdote of him from Ludlow. 

When Cromwell wifhed to form a femblance 
of a parliament to give hini the government, it 
was a particular objed: to him to keep out Sir 
H^nry Vane ; and he did prevent his being re- 
turned at Hull and Briftol, though it was faid he 
had the majority of votes ; but Mr. Wallop re- 
commended him to, and he was chofen by, the bo- 
> rough of Whitchurch, in the county of South- 
ampton, which, fays Mr. Ludlow, ** fo enraged 
•^ the court facftion, that they fcnt a menacing 
*^ letter to him, which was fubfcribcd by moll of 
*' the juftices of the peace for the county, to let 
•* him know that they would oppofe his eledlioft 
«* for the (hire, if he perfifted to recommend Sir 
'* Henry Vane to the choice of the people. But, 
*' Mr. Wallop defpifing their threatenings, con- 
•* tinued to aflift Sir Henry Vane, and he was 
•* chofen for the county in defpitc of them.** 

After the deftrudlion of the Cromwellianin- 
tereft, he ihewed his fincere zeal for that of 
the long parliament, as the fupport of the repub- 
lic, and they, to manifeft their gratitude, pro- 
cured him a feat in 1659, in their council of ftate; 
and in the following December he having aflifted, 
with others, in fecuring Portfmouth, received 
their thanks for the good and important fervices 
he had rendered them. 

At the reflroration he fell into the univerfal con- 
tempt of all men, and the parliament excepted 
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him from receiving any benefit of his eftate, and 
fubjefted him to fuch farther puniftiment, as 
ihould be inflifted upon him, and being brought 
up to the ba^r of the houfe of commons, with 
Lord Monfon and Sir Henry Mildmay, after 
being obliged to confefs his guilt, he was fen- 
tenccd to be degraded from his gpntility, drawn 
upon a fledge to'and under the gallows at Tyburn, 
lyith a halter round his neck, and be imprifoned 
for life; which humiliating fcntence was folemnly 
executed upon him on January 30, 1662, it being 
the next annivcrfary of the king's murder. 

It is wonderful why he fliould have undergone 
this fcntence more than very many others, whofc 
crimes were of the fame deep nature, unlefs there 
were fome peculiar circumftances of atrocity that 
have not reached our time. He died November 
19, 1667, ^"^ ^^^ body was fent down to Farley, 
to be interred with his anceftors. 

He married Ann, daughter of Henry Wri- 
othefley, Earl of Southampton, and filler af that 
good man and great ftatefman, the loyal Thomas 
Earl of Southampton ; by whom he had Henry 
Wallop^ Efq* his only child, who through the 
intcreft of the lord treafurer, the Earl of South- 
ampton, his maternal uncle, was permitted to en- 
joy thofe eftates which his, father's trcafon had for- 
feited ; and it was mod probable on account of 
thcfe his near connections that this nobleman 
was fo extremely ftrenuous in favour of thofe re- 
gicides who had furrendered. 
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This Iblc heir of the regicide by Dorothy, 
youngeft daughter and coheir of John Bluet, Elq.' 
had Robert, who died in his father's life-time; 
Henry, who. became heir to his father, but died 
unrtiarried; John Wallop, EfcJ. who next enjoyed 
the cftate ; and Charles, who died before his fa- 
ther, unmarried. 

John Wallop, Efq. had four fons. Bluet, who 
died unmarried; Henry and WilKam, who died 
children ; and John, the fecond fon, who became 
heir to the great eftates of this ancient family, and 
was created by king George 1. June 1 1, 1720, Ba- 
ron Wallop, of Farley Wallop, and Vifcount Ly- 
mington, both in the county of Southampton, at 
which time he was one of the lords of the trea- 
fury, and afterwards poflcfled a great variety of 
important and lucrative places, and April 11, 
1743, was farther elevated by having the Earl- 
dom of Portfmouth conferred upon him, and is 
anceftor of the prefent nobleman of that title. 

There is a depravity in this regicide that truly 
difgufts; he had no intereft that could urge him 
on to the acrimonious condudt againft the king, 
which he invariably difplayed, unlefs he was dif- 
pleafed in not having been gratified in fome ho- 
nour or employment he had coveted. We do not 
wonder at adventurers in the parliament army, 
who fought, and whofe aim was only their own 
aggradizement ; but a gentleman fo highly fa- 
voured by fortune, as pofleffing a great landed 
property, and who might juftly boaft a race of 

Vol. II. X 
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ilittftrioizs worthies for his anceftors^ to affift in 
deftroying what mufl: reiukr the pofieffioii- of his 
eflates precarious^ was at once criminal and pre* 
pofterous. Probably it was avarice alone that in- 
fluenced him; for he is faid to have received from 
the eftates of the Marquis of Winchefter the fum 
ofii^oooh 
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Ufe of VALENTINE WAUTON, E/qi. 

Valentine Wauton, Efq. was of very an- 
cient and knightly family of Great Staughton, in 
Huntingdonftiire. Upon a vacancy he was re- 
turned a member of the long parliahient for the 
county of Huntingdon. He was from the com- 
mencement of the civil war a foldier in the army 
of the parliament, rofe to be a colonel^ and fell 
into the king's hands; but was releafed, and ever 
after fi3ed with greater fteadinefs to the army in- 
tercft; and having married Margaret, lifter of 
Cromwell, he followed him in all his defigns^ 
and in none with more wiltingnefs than in putting 
the king to death ; heTat as one of the unhappy 
fovcreign's pretended judges every day, except 
January the 12th, 17th, i8th, 19th, and 24th, hef 
gave fentence for the deftrudtion of the royal vie-* 
tim, and figned and fealed the warrant for the 
completion of the murder. 

In the republic he was greatly employed, and 
confided in ; he was of the council of ftate in the 
years 1650, 165 1, and 1652, appointed governor 
of King's Lynn and Croyland, with all the level 
of Ely, Holland, and Marfhland. 

He was one of 'thofe who were fteady, real re- 
publicans, who had engaged probably to greatly 
debafe majefty ; and foon rifing in their demands, 
determined to change the form of government en- 

X 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



308 THE LIYZ OF 

tirely ; this gentleman, when courted to honours, 
when foUcited to accept places of truft and profit, 
under his brother-in-law, the elder protedtor, rc- 
fufed them, and was obliged to be watched to pre- 
vent his revolt againft him. 

At the return of the long parliament, in deri- 
fion called the Rump, he rofe again to greater 
power and authority than he had poflefled before, 
and having feen the fate of a nation governed by 
an army, he took a decided part with the parlia- 
ment, in preference to the military ; and they 
trufted to him as one of thofe that were to coun- 
terpoife General Monk ; but he had no political 
capacity for fuch an enterprife, and feeing, what 
he moft feared, that the monarchy would be rc- 
ftored, he prudently retired to the continent, and 
fettled at Hanau, in Germany, of which he was 
eleded a burgefs ; but knowing the extreme ha- 
tred the royal family,, efpecially the queen dow- 
ager, had to him, he left that town, and hid him- 
felf in the garb of a gardener in Flanders, and did 
not difcover himfclf until juft upon the point of 
his diflblution, which happened in the year 1661, 
occafioned, no doubt, from the many misfortunes 
which overwhelmed him, and the dread of ftill 
greater. 

The parliament Jiad abfolutely excepted him 
out of the adt of indemnity, and confifcated his 
eftate ; a great part of what he had acquired be- 
longed to the queen, as part of her dower : had 
he been feized, his deftrudtion would have been 
inevitable. 
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His firft wife dying, be married the daughter 
of Colonel Pride, the well-known regicide, and 
one of Oliver's lords, who partaking of the mis- 
fortunes of her hulband, died in poverty and 
wretchednefs at Oxford, November 14, 1662, and 
was buried in St. Mary's church in that city. 

By one or both thefe marriages he had children, 
who alfo were greatly implicated in the miferies 
their father's crimes had involved him in. 

This man, from his prejudice to a republic, 
afted againft both the perfon and government of 
the king. He was one of the very few who preferred 
that intereft to every other, even to his own, and 
had he feen the wickednefs of his projedls, he 
would, no doubt, have been a very eminent and 
real patriot ; but the idea of a commonwealth had 
fo led him away, that he muft ever have been a 
dangerous and troublefome fubjeft, where the ad- 
miniftration was in the hands of a fingle perfon, 
under whatever title. Had he been a loyalift, he 
would have been fteady to that intereft, and have 
rendered effcntial fervice to the kingdom, him- 
felf, and his defcendants. 

For other particulars ot him and his family, fee 
the Cromwell Memoirs. 
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The Life of THOMAS WAYTE, Efq. 

Thomas Wayte, Efq. was a native of Rut- 
landfhire, and is faid to have been the fon of an 
*' alchoufe-kcepcr/' at Mai;kct Overton, in that 
county; but going into the parliament army, made, 
fuch good ufe of his time, that he obtained a co- 
lonel's cominillion, and a feat in the long parlia- 
ment. In 1643, he beat up the king's quarters 
near Burley Houfc; at this time he was a colonel, 
and probably then, or immediately after, became, 
in confequcnce of.it, governor of Burley-on-thc- 
hill, in Rutlaridfliire. 

He wrote to the parliament in the year 1648, 
that he had fallen upon thofe who had made an 
infurrc(9:ion at Stamford, in Lincolnfliire, and had 
killed Dr. Hudfon, who had commanded them, 
with fome others, and taken many prifoners, but 
had difmifled the countrymen ; which the houfe 
approving of, fent him their thanks, and ordered 
that the general fhould fend him a commiffion to 
try the prifoners by martial law. Soon afterwards 
he reported to the houfe the defeat and capture of 
the Duke of Hamilton, with all the circumftan- 
ces relative to it. 

As one of the army grandees, he contrived and 
aflilled in the deftrudlion of his fovereign, whom 
their ^rms had conquered, fearing his majefty. 
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and the patrliament^ (hould fettle their quarrel^ 
and they, in confequence of it, be dilbandedt 
without reaping thofe rewards they were deter- 
mined to obtain. He fat as one of the pretended 
judges at the mock trial, on January the 25th, 
26th, and 27th, in the Painted Chamber, and in 
the iaft of thefe in Weftminfter Hall, when fen- 
tence was pronounced againft the unhappy mo- 
narch, and he iigned and fealcd that inftrument, 
which commanded the execution of it. 

After this event,* we hear nothing of this man, 
until the reftoration; he feems negleded by the 
parliament, and totally given up by Oliver, when 
he became protedtor, who even omitted his name 
as one of the committee for Rutlandfliire, which 
he had enjoyed during the parliament's influence. 

He was excepted out of the aft of indemnity^ 
and having furrendiered himfelf, was brought to 
the bar, at the SeIfion*s Houfe, in the Old Bailey^ 
Odlober 10, 1660, but he was extremely trouble- 
fomc to the court at his arraignment; for having 
been alked the ufual queftions of *' guilty,** or 
'* not guilty/* he replied, 

'' P. I defire to be heard a word or two. 

•" Court. There is a rule of law which is fet 
** to us and you, that in all thefe cafes you are to 
*' plead guilty, or not guilty. When you have 
'* pleaded, if not guilty, you may fpeak what you 
«f will in its proper time. 

*• Clerk. Are you guilty or not guilty? 

•^ P. I pray let me be heard a word. I am 
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'* very unwilling to fpend time, knowing you 
*[ have a great deal of bufinefs. I am very un- 
*' willing to deprive myfelf of my native right. 
'* I fhall fpeak nothing but that which is truth. 

'' Court. Do not preface then, but fpeak what 
'' you would fay. 

'' P. My lord, my cafe is different from the 
'' reft. 

*' Court. Whatfoever the cafe be, you have 
*' no plea to us^ but guilty, or not guilty? We 
" can go no other way. The law fets out your 
*' plea. 

" P. My lord, I would fpeak one word. 
'' There was a great peer of this nation indided 
" at Northampton, within thefe two years, .for 
*' killing a man. The judges there 

" Court. You muft plead guilty, or not guilty. 
*' Pray who are you that you (hould take this upon 
'' you more than all the reft? You muft go the 
" ordinary way, guilty, or not guilty? Are you 
" guilty, or not guilty? We do not intend to 
'* prevent any thing y,ou have to fay, but it muft 
" be proper. 

" Clerk. Arc you guilty, or not guilty ?^ 

'* P. I cannot fay lam guilty. 

'* Court. How then? 

*' P. I am not guilty. 

** After he had complied thus far, he did with 
'' the other forms. 

'' On the 1 6f h, he was brought again to the baf 
' " for his trial, when he was afked by the 
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*' Council. Mr. Wayte, you heard the charge 
'* read againft you, what fay you to it? 

*' P. Truly, my lord, M^hen I was here laft, I 
*' pleaded not guilty; I humbly defired then your 
'\ lordlhips to hear me a word or tWQ. You pro- 
*' mifed me then I (hould be heard j I Ihall defirc 
•* to fpeak for myfelf. 

*' Lbrd Chief Baron, God forbid but you 
*' fliould. 

*' Mr. Solicitor General. By your lordfliip's 
*' favor you. mu ft. fpeak firft; if he will confefs 
•' the fadt, he may Ipeak what he will. Did you 
** fit in the court? 

5' P. Yes. 

*' Council. The day of fentence? 

'' P, Yes. 

'* Council. Is your hand to the warrant for 
" execution? 

*' P. I know not; pray let me fee it. (It 
** was (hewn him). My lord, it is like my hand» 
** but I do not remember it. 

" Council. If you do not acknowledge it, it 
.*^ will be proved. 

'' P. Truly, my lord, I do believe it is my 
''hand. 

'* Council. The^ the jury will not doubt it. 

'* P. But I defire to be heard. I am loath to 
" trouble you much; I will tell you how I was 
" brought into this bufinefs. My lord, I was a 
*' member of that houfe that eredted this court 
•* when the treaty was in the lile of Wight. Im- 
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•* mediately after the army came up, I was ut- 
'' terly againft that aft in the houfe. When the 
•* army came up to purge the houfe I was much 
*' troubled at it; I defired to know the charge 
" they had againft them. Two or three days af- 
" ter I did more, and there were other gentlemen 
'* that did move to know what charge there was. 
" They fent word we fhould have a charge in due 
** time; we fent, and none came, but faid we 
'* (hould have it in due tinie: I went to thofe wor- 
•' thy gentlemen to fee them in prifon, and Teeing 
" nothing could be done, I took my leave, and 
*' made account to fee them no more, and went 
" down into the country to Lcicefterfliire; I was 
" fent for up fevcral times; I would not come 
" with threats upon pain of fequeftration. My 
" lords, there were petitions going up and down 
•' in the country for bringing the king to that 
*' bufinefs which was againft my conCcifence. I 
'* went to Rutlandihire, I heard there were fome 
" things working there; I ufed my intereft, and 
'* I thank God I flopped it ; I came then to Lon- 
•' don, when all things were deftroyed. I came 
** to London the day before the fentcnce was 
•' given; I went to the houfe, (thought nothing) 
" fome were fent to the Tower, and I was fent 
** for to the houfe, and my name was in the aft 
«• unknown to mc; but one fent a note in my 
'' l^rd Grey's name, that he would fpeak to me; 
" I went to him, and I faid^ my lord, what would 
" you do with me? Saith he, I did not fend for 
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** you; thereupon, Cromwell and Ircton laid hold 
" on me^ faid they, we fent for you, you are one 
" of the high court; no, faid I, not I, myjudg- 
*^ ment is againft it; they carried me to the court. 
*' When the king defired to fpeak with his par- 
'' liament, I riling up, one told me, I muft not 
^* be heard, for the prcfident was to give judg- 
.*' ment, and faid, there was an order that none 
*' ihould fpeak in court. Mr. Downes did move, 
*' and t;hey did adjourn the court, and I was glad 
^* I got out; Crpmwell laughed and fmiled, and 
*• jeered in the court of wards. I hope your lord- 
** Ihip will be pleafed to confider I was no con- 
*' trivcr, no foldier that put the force upon the 
" houfe that ercAed the court, none of the law- 
,*^' makers, or did any thing malicioufly againft the 
** king. My lord, I was looked upon with an 
•* evil eye for regarding the king's friends in the 
'* country; Grey, he told me, the king would not 
••* die, I hope he will not, faid-I; the n^xt day, 
^* on MoJiday, I went to the houfc, they were 
^' labouring to get hands for his execution at the 
'* door; I rcfufed, and went into the houfe; faith 
*^ Cromwell, thofe that are gone inihall fet their 
*• hands, I will have their hands now. That night 
*' I went to the Lord Grey's, and he faid. I am 
*^ afraid they will put him to death, I faid fo alfo. 
•' My lord, I have been a great fufFercr, I was 
** drawn in, trepanned into it; finre being a friend 
** to the king's friends, I am almoft mined in my 
^ eftate: I befeech your lordfliips make the beft 
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*' interpretation. I hope you will believe I was 
*' no contriver; I humbly lay hold upon the 
" king's mercy and favor. I came in upon the 
•^ proclamation; I pray that this honorable court 
" will prefer my petition to the king, and both 
*' houfes of parliament, which the court then re- 
•* ceived/* 

The jury brought in a verdict "guilty;" and 
when he was afked '* why fentence fliould not pafs 
*• upon him/' he faid, 

" P. My. lord, I refer it to your lordfliip." 

By this relation it may be fecn that he was by 
no means a man of underftanding, and that the 
party made him the meaneft dupe to 'their moft 
wicked fchemes ; it Ihould alfo beobferved, if his 
relation is true, that even Grey was not for having 
the king put to death j but he was fo bad a man, 
and fo deep in the myftecy, that little reliance can 
be placed upon the opinion of a man who feems 
to have a very bad judgment. It may, however, 
be a probable furmife, that many of thofe who 
were drawn in to fit as judges were fooled by the 
heads of the party, pretending that it was only 
meant to try, and even condemn the king to bring 
him, when in fo deplorable a fituation, to adopt 
what fchemes they were pleafed, and what terms 
they chofc to lay him under for their own fecurity 
and reward. . . , 

Mr. Walker fays, he foon obtained an eftate of 
five hundred pounds, who before was not able to 
purchafe five pounds a year; but when I hear him 
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fpeaking of his cftatesj I am led to fuppofe^ that 
he was not fo mean^ nor fo poor a man^ as he has 
been reprefented; but by his fpeech, he feems to 
have had little or no education, or to have made 
but an ill ufe of it. 
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The Life of JOHN WEAVER, Efq. 

John Weaver, Efq, was of LincolnihirCj 
where during the latter part of the reign of King 
Charles L and during the ufurpation he had great 
intereft and fway ; he obtained a feat in the long 
parliament, but though greatly an enemy to the 
court, even to the government of the king, and 
as it afterwards appeared, partial to a republic, 
yet he would not ad agaihft the perfon of the 
fovereign in the high court of juftice, never 
once attending, nor figncd to facrificc his ma- 
jefty. 

However after that dreadful blow had been 
ftruck, he united cordially in ading under the 
commonwealth, and was fent as one of the com- 
miflioners appointed for the management of the 
civil government of Ireland. 

He was afterwards employed in Scotland, and 
behaved in a very judicious manner, fo that the 
parliament gave him fome of the lands they had 
raken from the legal pofleflbrs. 

When Oliver affumed the protedorial power he 
ftroveto win him to his favour ; and as the eftatcs 
he had obtained in Scotland lay at fo great a dif- 
tance, and were perhaps of little emolument* to 
him, his highnefs ordered him two thocifand 
pounds in lieu of h ; but this had not the efFedl it 
was meant to have, for Mr. Weaver, in the meet- 
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ing called to give him his power, had been but 
little cdmplyingi and he appeared lefs fo after* 
wards. We may perceive his views and fenti- 
ments by this extrad of one of Henry Cromwell's 
letters to Secretary Thurloe, February 6, 1655-6. 
'* Sir Henry Vane, and fuch like, whoe are as 
•* rotten in their principles, cane make good ufe 
'* of fuch delufions as thefe fifth monarchy, and' 
'* the like, to carry on their defignes. Mr* 
** Weaver hath writt verry hotly to a friend of 
" his, who tolde me it as a fecrefy, that Sir H* V. 
** goes up and downe amongfl: thefe people, and 
/* others, endeavouringe to withdraw them frome 
** their fubmiflion to the prefcnt government, 
*• which perhaps is noe newes to you; but cbm- 
*• inge from fiich a hand, I thought it not amifs 
*^ to give you this hint, ^ His exprcflion concern- 
** inge him is, that if he be not prevented, he 
** will be a fad fcourge to Englande. I hope you 
*' will fend none of the breed of hime into Ire- 
** land/' Alas, poor Henry Cromwell, how was 
thy quiet, good mind vexed with this overflow 
of wild fanaticifm; for he had juft before 
ipoken of the quakers, which greatly annoyed 
him, by their preaching to the different regi- 
ments of the army, of whom he fays, " I think 
*^ their principles and praftices are not very con* 
*^ fiftent with civil government, muCh lefs with 
the difcipline of an army. Some thinke them 
to have noe defigne, but I am not of that opi- 
nion. Their counterfeited limplicitie renders^ 
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** them to me the more dangerous. I wifh they 
*' be not too much flighted in Englande.'* 

Mr. Weaver keeping focietjr with fuch men, 
whom he and the other republicans were con- 
ftantly flattering, as greatly their friends and ad- 
mirers, became a very dangerous perfon, and it 
was no wonder therefore that Oliver fecured him, 
and fcnt him under a fl:rong guard to Prefl:on, 
with Carpenter and Lynn, two more of thefe his 
reft lefs enemies. 

He however foon obtained his liberty, and pro- 
fefling that he would not difturb the prefent go- 
vernment, he was ele<5l:ed for Stamford in Lin- ' 
colnftiire, fo well did he carry his hypocrify ; for 
the juftices declared, that not a man ftiould be 
cleded in the county, but what would, though 
nothing was farther from his thoughts than fub- 
mitting to, or fupporting Oliver's power longer 
than he was obliged to it ; though he told the de- 
luded people of that borough, that '* his mind 
" was altered from what it was the laft. parlia- 
" ment;" but Oliver was not to be fo impofgd 
upon, he was one who was flopped in going into 
the parliament, and obliged to give an under- 
taking to remain true to his government, before 
he was allowed to fit in the houfe. 

Upon the return of the long parliament after 
Richards*s depofition, as one of the fteady repub-- 
licans,. he came to fit in the front of the theatre, 
and he was eleded one of the council ot l^atc^ • 
and, with Colonels Cooper, Reynolds, and Werners 
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went December 24, 1659, ^^ ^^^ lord mayor, to 
confer with him and the IherifFs, relative to the 
meeting of the parliament again in a fhort time, 
when they much approved it, and from thence he 
and his aflbcjates went and fccurcd the Tower, 
but it was foon taken out of their hands by Ge- 
neral Monk and 'Colonel Morley, the latter of 
whom was made lieutenant of it. 

The mod difcerning faw whither things were 
veering, yet he feemed not to look upon the 
*^ good old caufe'* as defperate, and accepted in 
January the appointment of being one of the new 
commiffioners for Ireland ; but he either did not 
go into that kingdom, or going thither, foon re- 
turned, for he was in England at the meeting of 
the healing parliament called in April following, 
when it was voted to fend a dutiful invitation to 
his majefty to return into his dominions, and go- 
vern his kingdoms; h^ was one of the few de- 
nominated rump members who obtained a feat 
in it. 

He is mentioned by Blome as refiding at Luf- 
fcnham in Rutlandfliire. 

We have no ftriking feature in the charafter 
of this perfon ; in the days of peace and ferenity 
he would never have attracted notice, except 
perhaps at a borough eledlion. But in the days 
of confufion, when fometimes all fociety feemed 
diflblved, and at others, only held together by the 
fword ; when the facred and venerable names 
of religion and patriotifm were called forth to 
fandtion every enormity, fuch men fhine with 

Vol. II. Y 
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great luftrc in this falfe glare ; but they gene- 
rally fet in difgrace, and are configned to con- 
tempt by a people awakened from their dc- 
lufion. 
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The Life of Sir PETER WENTWORTH, 
Knight of the Bath, 

Sir Peter Wentworth, Knight of the Bath» 
was a branch of that wide-extended family of 
which the head was the great but unfortunate 
Earl of Strafford, who refided at Lillington-Lo- 
vell in Oxfordfliire. 

King Charles L created him a knight of the 
Bath at his coronation. He obtained a feat in 
the long parliament, where he only expofed him- 
felf by the trouble he gave. 

His weaknefs probably occafioned the infer- 
tion of his name in the commiflion of the pre- 
tended high court of juftice, but he had honour 
enough to keep himfelf from what would eter- 
nally have difgraced his family and title. 

This gentleman was of too mean a capacity to 
either injure or advance any party, more than 
what the fortuitous circumftances of his eftatc 
and rank gave him ; and this was only fo far as an 
honourable name went, and for which he received 
as a compenfation fome of the plunder of the 
royalifts. Denzil, Lord HoUis, to whom he had 
been a perfonal enemy, fpeaks thus of his pecu- 
lation : he had given him " a gentleman's eftatc 
•^ for half the value, fettled likewife by ordi- 
*^ nance, though the gentleman (whofe delin- 
*^ quency was perhaps aggravated, becaufe he 
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*' would not fell him that land which he had 
'* long defired, like Nabi^th's vineyard) offered 
*' to pay the money to the ftate as the fine for the 
*^ compofition, which by the jules of their own 
" proceedings could not in juftice have been de- 
*' nied him. I remember," fays his lordfhip, 
** we put by the ordinance two or three times, 
" but I hear it is fince paft, which makes mc 
'^ mention it.*' • 

Sir Peter lived to fee the reftoration, and died 
one of tl)c oldeft knights of the Bath, if not the 
oldeft- 

IJ,e had courage to withftand even Cromwell, 
for he caufcd one of the collectors of the county 
in w-hich he lived to be arrefted, and profecuted 
at his fuit, though he could with difficulty pro- 
cure an attorney to appear, or council to plead 
for him. The protestor, finding the ftoutnefs of 
the knight, fent for him to the council by a mef- 
fenger, and alked his reafon for his conduit, to 
which he returned, '* thit by the law of Eng- 
*' land, no money ought to be levied upon the 
'^people without their confent in parliament.** 
Oliver alked him whether he would withdraw his 
a<ftion or not, to which he replied, ^* if you 
*' command me I mud fubmit;'* which was ac- 
cordingly done and complied with ; and when 
Lieutenant-general Ludlow remonftrated to him 
for giving up his caufe, he told that gentleman, 
'* no man could have done more tha:n I did to the 
" time of appearing to the council, and that if I 
*^ have failed in any thing, it muft be attributed 
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" to my age of threefcore and three years, when 
" the blood does not run with the fame vigour 



^^ as in younger men. 



He livcid by this mean to fee that they who take 
up the fword.againft their lawful fovereign, often 
fair under the dominion of a ufurped power, 
which from neccflity, and often from inclination, 
are extremely oppreffive, and whofe fceptre is 
iron, and whofe chains are adamant. 

This gentleman was not celebrated for his 
chaflity, in thefe days, of pretended fpirituality, 
for he gave fo great offence to the faints by his 
arpours, that Oliver, when he diffolved the par- 
liament, pointed at him and Harry Marten of 
notorious memory as wbofemafters. 
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The Life of BENJAMIN WESTON, Eff. 

Benjamin > Weston, Efq. was fon of Sir 
Richard Wefton, and went into the parliament 
army, where he rofe to be a lieutenant-colonel, 
and was at the fiegc of Colchcftcr ; he was taken 
prifoner in July 1648, but he was exchanged 
immediately with Mr, Rowling for Captain 
Gray. 

He was put in the comrniffion for trying the 
king, but he never took the lead (hare in that dif- 
graceful and criminal bufinefs. 

I have feen no farther account of him. His 
father, Sir Richard, was' buried M^rqh 26, 168 1, 
at Hackney, I prcfume he was of a branch of 
the ennobled family of the Weftons, one of 
whom was created Earl of Portland, 
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The Life of EDWARD WHALLEY, E/q. 

Edward Whalley, Efq. was dcfcended of a 
very ancient and refpcdable family in l^Iotting- 
hamftiire, though he was brought up to trade ; and 
going into the army, by his attention to that pro- 
feflion he rofe to be a colonel, and upoa every oc- 
cafion Ihewed he defer ved that rank. He afted 
the part of a fpy upon the king whilft his majefty 
was a prifoner with the army, and once either was, 
or nearly caned by the royal captive, who left the 
army chiefly through his means; but the fcheme 
had been planned by Oliver Cromwell his rela- 
tion ; under the guidance of that' artful man he 
was alfo brought to fit upon the pretended trial 
of his majefty, and he was fo obedient to his infi- 
nuating craftinefs, that he was abfent only on the 
1 2th of January, and figned and fealed the war- 
rant for execution. 

After this dreadful cataftrophe he faithfully 
ferved the parliament, fighting their battles when- 
foever called upon, and diftinguilhing himfelf in 
a very particular manner at Dunbar ; Oliver left 
him in Scotland with the rank of commiflary- 
general. 

It was not intirely to his fatisfaftion that 
Oliver became fovereign, yet he thought himfelf 
bound in gratitude to be an obedient fubjeft. 
He was made one of his major-generals, a lord of 
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his Other houfe, and highly rewarded : he did not 
bear his honours with great humility. 

Upon Richard's lofinghis power, he cordially 
joined the long parliament again, which deputed 
him to treat with General Monk who abfolutcly 
refufcd to .meet him upon the occafion. 

Seeing his danger, he got on board a veflel and 
failed to North America, with his fon-in-la>y 
iGofFe, another regicide. Government were par- 
ticularly anxious to feize them, efpecially him, as 
one who had perfonally ill-treated the royal fuf- 
ferer, even previous to his trial ; but all the means 
ufed to difcover them were inefFedtual, they had 
hid themfelves in a wild folitude, where they 
lived very many years literally buried alive in a 
cave; and when they died their wretched remains 
were depofited in the cellar of a houfe, in which 
they fometimcs ventured to inhabit, or rather to 
fecrete themfelves. Even royalty itfelf muft feel 
commifferation for the humiliating and appre- 
henfive torture in which they lingered out their 
exigence, in a vain and wild vifionaryexpedlation 
that God would manifeft his approbation of their 
caufe by rcftoring to life thofe of their fellow 
regicides who had been put to death, which they 
imagined the flaying of the witneflcs ; and even 
when 1666 paflcd without thefe men's remains 
uniting, and being reft ored to their former ftate, 
they only fuppofed fome mifl:ake was in the 
chriftian aera, none in the truth of their pro- 
phefy. 

Mr. Whallcy was a wild enthyfiaft, but he wz$ 
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never accufed of any of thofe private wtcked-> 
ncffes which fo conftantly difgraced the lives of 
moft of thefe men ; he was under powerful de- 
lufions, and neither the dreadful correftions of 
himfelf, the conftant detections of his vain hopes^ 
nor the univerfal deteftation of his vaft crime 
could make him fee the enormity of it, but ftili 
look forwards for fome vifible manifeftation of 
God to evince to all^ that it was a great, a good, 
and glorious ad to commit one of the moft de- 
teftabic murders that ftains the page of Chriftian 
hiftory. 

By a lifter of Sir George Middleton, Knt. he 
had other children befides Mrs. GofFe. 

I muft refer the reader to the Cromwell me- 
moirs for other particulars of this regicide an4 
his family. 
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The Life of EDMOND WILD, Efq. 

Edmond Wild, Efq, was probably an of- 
ficer in the army ; it is more fo that he was de- 
fcendcd from George Wild, Efq. ferjeant at Jaw, 
father of John Wild, lord chief baron of the Ex- 
chequer during the ufurpation, and was em- 
ployed before that promotion in the worft of 
their adlions; he died in great retirement at 
Hampftead, near London, in 1669 ; and of George 
Wild, Efq. a member of the long parliament^ 
who died January 15, 1649, and was buried in 
St. Andrew's chapel in London, upon whofe mo- 
nument, it is faid, he was *' in vita bonejl. in 
*' lege and Uteris ^rudit ; in morte fort is and 
pius.'* 

It is not unlikely he was a brother of thefe two 
gentlemen ; however I have never feen a fingle 
circumftance of him, but this of his being a 
judge of the king ; he fat in the Painted Cham- 
ber only January the 17th and 25th ; but never 
appeared in Weftminfter Hall, nor figned the 
warrant for that deplorable misfortune which it 
occafioned. 

King Charles IL created William Wild, Efq. 
a knight and baronet, September 13, 1660, who 
refided in Lincoln's-Inn Fields, and was recorder 
of London j he was made ferjeant at law, Oc- 
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tober 5 in that year, and king's ferjeant Novem- 
ber 10 following ; in 1668, juftice of the common 
picas; and in i672ajufticeof the King's Bench. 
He aflifted atthc trials of the regicides, ' 
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The Life of ROWLAND WILSON, Alderman of 
the City of Jj)ndon. 

Rowland Wilson, jin alderman of the city. of 
London, was fon of Mr. Rowland Wilfon, a mer- 
chant, with whom he was in partnerfhip; he was 
a perfon greatly in the intcreft of thofe who op- 
pofed King Charles's L*s government, and he was 
a great acquifition, being very rich, and had vaft 
influence in the city. He was appointed of the 
committee for London as one of the corporation; 
but bcfides this, he was a very confidential perfon 
with the p^rty, both in the houfe of commons 
where he had a feat, and in the army, in which he 
had rifen to be a colonel. 

In the year 1648, he underwent a very heavy 
lofs by the royal ills ; for one of his fhips was taken 
by Lord Willoughby, the admiral to the Prince 
of Wales, and in it was near twenty thoufand 
pounds in gold which had been purchafcd in Gui- 
nea, and mod of it belonged to this gentleman, 
his father, and their partners. 

He was put in the commiflion to try the king, 
but he was one of thofe who did not attend, and 
when with others, fays Whitlock, " they went 
^' to Colonel Rowland Wilfon, a perfon of great 
'* worth and integrity, he refufed to adt.as a com- 
^^ miflioner* though named in this bufinefs, or to 
" (it with them." Though unable to fatisfy him- 
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fclf in partaking in the royal murder, he did not 
hefitate to accompany the pretended Lord Mayor, 
Andrews, and twelve aldermen, befides the for- 
mer chief magiftrate, and himfelf, to proclaim the 
acfl for abolilhing kingly government, though Sir 
Abraham Reynardfon, the proper and real lord 
mayor, and Major-general Browne, one of the 
IherifFs, refufed, for which the former was fined 
2000I. and committed to the Tower for two 
months: fuch was the commencement of liberty 
in the capital. It was in vain Sir Abraham urged 
at the bar of the parliament, his fcruple of con- 
fcience, the path he had taken in the court of Ex- 
chequer, and that it was the place of the IherrfFs, 
and not the lord mayor, to perform any office of 
that kind. The republican aldermen were be- 
fides, Andrews, Pennington, Sir John Wollaflon, 
Atkins, Viner, Fowke, Edmonds, Pack, Byde, 
Avery, Dethick, Bateman, and Foot. I mention 
them here, as feveral have been noticed as com- 
miflioncrs of the pretended high court of juftice. 
Thefemen alfo, in compliance with an order of their 
rulers, took down the king's effigies at the Royal 
Exchange, and placed where it had flood. 

Exit Tyrannis Regum ultimus Anno, 
Libertatis Angliae Reflitutae Primo 

Anno 1649. 30 Januarli, ^^ 

They alfo took down the equeftrian flatue of the 
murdered king at Charing Crofs^ and ordered it 
to be broken, but by an artifice it was favcd, and 
at the refloration replaced. 
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• All thefe things did not however prevent the 
legal fucceflbr. King Charles II. from being pro- 
claimed in the city, which, in general, wept the 
fate of their fovereign, as feveral of the republi- 
cans have owned in their writings. 

Mr. Wilfon was named one of the coun- 
cil of ftate for 1649, and alfo in 1650; he was 
appointed one of the/truftees for the fale of dean 
and chapter lands j and mufter-maftcr general of 
the forces of Warwick and Coventry. 

A petition from the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
common council of London, was prefented to the 
parliament, July 13, 1649, acquainting the houfe, 
that one of the members. Alderman Wilfon, was 
elcfted one of the fherifFs, and defired the leave of 
the houfe, that he might ferve according to his 
cledlion. 

The queftion being put, it was voted that it 
be left to him to accept of it, if he thought 
proper, and that the houfe would look upon it as 
an acceptable fervice to the commonwealth if he 
would take the office according to the eledion, and 
the wifh of the city; and as he was very fit for the 
place, and freely eleded to it, and a confcientious 
worthy perfon, confidering too the afFeftion of the 
city, and that God had bleffed him and his father with 
gaining a good fortune in it, thought he could do 
no lefs than fpend fome of it, . and undergo the 
trouble of the poft, to which he was fo honorably 
called, and by which he would do a fervice to the 
city. 
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Unfortunately he died in this office; *^ but 
" though he was a young man for that employ- 
** mcnt, yet he was an elder in wifdom and abi- 
'* litics, being a gentleman of excellent parts, and 
** great piety, of a folid, fober temper and judg- 
'* ment, and very "honeft and juft in all his adjtions. 
*' He was a member of the houfe of commons^ and 
** of the council of ftate ; he had ferved the parlia- 
'' ment as colonel of one of the city regiments, 
** not in trainings only, but in the field againft the 
'* enemy.'* 

*^ He was beloved both in the houfe, city and 
" army, and by all that knew him, and his death 
" as much lamented." 

To Ihew a proper refpeft for fo deferving a 
chaxafter, a public funeral was given him, at 
which afliftcd the members of parliament, of the 
council of ftate, the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
many of the citizens of London, and officers of 
the army, and the city regiment, of which he 
was colonel, with bther companies of foldiers in 
arms. 

Such a charadler as this deferves that refpccl 
which was paid him by thofe different bodies, 
who fo well knew his worth. He was a public 
lofs to the community, and muft have been a very 
fcvere one to his father, and his other relatives. 

The royalifts tell a marvellous, but very lilly 
ftory, of what occalioned his death; they fay that 
a parrot accufing him of killing his king, the 
conceit of which oppreffing his fpirits, proved 
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fatal to him : but it is evident he was againft the 
dcftruftion of that monarch; this of itfclf is fuffi- 
cicnt to fhcw the folly of fo extravagant a talc. 
Had he been a real friend to the king, he might 
at that juricflure have been extremely ufeful. 
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The Life of THOMAS WOGAN, Efq. 

Thomas Wogan, Efq. was of a very knightly 
family, but of what branch I am not able to de- . 
icrmine. He went, I apprehend, late into the 
parliament fervice ; in 1648 he was a captain un- 
der Colonel Horton, and diftinguilhed himfelf in 
the vicflory obtained by him over Major-general 
Langhorne, in Wales, one of the mod important 
in its confequences during the war, for which, as 
a reward, the parliament ordered that he ftiould 
have his arrears audited, and as a farther one, for 
his gallantry, he was to partake in the .ditlribu- 
tion with others who had fought and obtained the 
battle; he was highly extolled for the condudt hef 
had fllewn in keeping fteady to the parliament ih- 
tereft when his former fupcrior officer, Lang- 
horne, had deferted to the king, and I fuppofe it 
was in confequence of this that he obtained a co- 
lonel's commiffion. ^ 

He was appointed one of the king's judges, 
and he fat in the. Painted Chamber January the - 
i8th and 26th ; and in Weftminfter Hall the 22d, 
23d, and 29th, and figned the warrant for execu* 
tion, fo that he was implicated as far in this ne- 
farious wickednefs as he wel| could be. 

Very foon afterwards he was feilt off to Ireland, 
and became governor of Duncannon; he was, 
however, foon after taken prifoner by Colonel 
Zanchy, but he M'a^ liberated, and continued ii^ 
the fervice of the ufurpers. 
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At the reftoration he was included in the excep- 
tion of the bill of indemnity, but he had pru- 
dently retired to the continent, where, or how he 
fpcnt the laft part of his life, is entirely unknown. 

There was a Captain Edward Wogan, wiio was 
employed in the parliament fervice, but revolt- 
ing from it, became a colonel in the fervice of 
King Charles II. he was a brave, dauntlefs man, 
getting into Scotland, that nation fecured and 
meant to furrender him up after long and tedious 
delays ; but he had the good fortune to perfuadc 
his keeper to join him, and get abroad ; everaftei: 
he was adive, perfevering, and adventurous in 
the royal intereft, coming over fecretly, when 
neceflary, and returning to the exiled monarch 
to fpeak of his fuccefs ; he died at the Englilh 
court at BrufTcIs, much lamented, in 1653. One 
of this family was William Wogan, of Middle- 
fex, Efq. who was fet down for a knight of the 
royal oak, whofc eftate was valued at 600I. a 
year. 

It is not improbable that the regicide Wogan 
remained fecure fo/ the obligations the crown 
owed his relation, 1 fupppfe brother ; but it muft 
be a dreadful fituation to be cut off from all fo- 
ciety with thofe we love and honour, and are even 
knowh to ; had he adled the part of the other Wo- 
gan, he would have fpent his laft days in the bofom 
of h?s friends, honoured, rfefpeded, and beloved ; 
courted and admired; and inftead of lofing what 
he had acquired, he would have augmented that 
which he had obtained, and left it to thofe for 
whom he had the grcatcft regard. ^ 
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Tbe Ufe tf Sir THOMAS WROTH^ KnU 

Sir Thomas Wroth, Knight, was one of the 
many branches of that family in Kent, which 
King Charles 11. in i66o, raifed to the title of 
baronet; a knightly family alfo was feated at 
Enfield. 

This knight was a parliamentarian, and named 
one of his majefty's pretended judges ; but he 
complied only h far as to fit one day in the 
Painted Chamber, which iwas the 15th, nor have ][ 
fecn one other circumftance of him, except^ that in 
June 1649 he had the thanks of the parliament for 
fupprcffing, with Colonel Price, the levellers in 
his own county of Somerfet^ pf which be was a 
committee-man. 

He was entirely fafe at the reftoration, and was 
the fame perfon, I apprehend, whom Blome men- 
tions as refiding at Newton, in Somerfetlhire; 
this makes me fuppofe he was i junior branch of 
the baronet's family ; for though he is defcribed 
as having his chief feat at Blenden Hall, in Kent, 
yet he had alfo one at Petherton Park, in the 
county of Somerfet. 

It is not improbable but that it was Sir Tho- 
mas Wroth, father of the commiffioner of the 
high court of juftice, who in the year 1620 pub- 
lifhed ** The Deftrudion of Troy/' in Englifti 
verfe, tranflated from the fecohd book of ^Sneis ; 
and a century of epigrams, with a motto on the 
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creed, called the ^' Abortive of an Idle Hour/' 
It is dedicated to Robert Lord Lifle. 

The protedor appointed Robert Wroth, Efq. of 
tthe committee of Southampton, but omitted Sir 
Thomas; fo we may fuppofe he did not adt under 
Kim, 



Addition to VOL. I. page 140 

James Challoner, Efq. the regicide, was the fon 
of Jacob and grandfon of Thomas Challoner, 
both arms painters in the city of Chefter, a fa- 
mily remarkable for their knowledge in heraldry ; 
from this ftatement it appears he was no ways re- 
lated to the other judge of King Charles qf hi§ 
furname. 
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